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Fig. 7OO-T 

Y” to 2”, Screw Ends, 
Bronze Body, Teflon 
Seats and Seals. 


Fig. 7O0OO-B 

Ya” to 2", Screw Ends, 
Bronze Body, Buna-N 
Seats and Seals.. 


AVAILABLE SOON 
in OTHER MATERIALS 


- Entry Design 


Engineered with traditional. Lunkenheimer 
quality . . . self- aligning ball seals against both 
seats ... long-lasting resilient seats for tight 
shut-off ... straight-through flow . . . quarter- 


turn operation .. . top entry for easy maintenance 


or write The Lunkenheimer Company, Cincinnati 14, Ohio 


Aa Wi NHEIMER” 


THE ONE NECOÉ NAME 1N VALVES 
». BRONZE + ¡RON + STEEL +. PVC 





A NEW WAY 
TO SEPARATE 
FIBER FROM 
CANE JUICE... 


The DORR-OLIVER 
DSM" SCREEN 


Latest addition to Dorr-Oliver's line of 
sugar processing equipment is the DSM 
Screen. A radical departure from normal 
practice, the DSM offers many advan- 
tages over conventional screens. 1t con- 
sists of a stationary housing equipped 
with a concaved wedge bar type screen 
with provisions for introducing feed and 
withdrawing fiber and juice. 

In operation, juice enters the feed 
box and is fed by gravity tangentially 
onto the upper surface of the screen. 
Flowing down the concave surface at 
right angles to the openings between the 
wedge bars, the juice passes through 
these apertures and is collected in the 
screen box. Fibers pass down the screen 
surface and are dewatered prior to dis- 
charge. 

For further information on the DSM 
Screen for separating fiber from cane 
juice, write to Dorr-Oliver Incorporated, 
Stamford, Conn., U. $. A. 
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A DSM Screen installation showing simplicity 


of design and overall compactness. añ 


Closeup showing detail of wedge 
bar design. 


ADVANTAGES OF THE DORR-OLIVER DSM SCREEN 


. Wedge bar design promotes high screening efficiency and essentially a 
non-blinding screen. 

+ The DSM is a compact unit which can be installed with a minimum of 
effort. 

+. Stationary design with no moving parts means low operating cost and 
minimum maintenance. 


DORR-OLIVER. 
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it behooves us to glance at the progress in 


iniciarnos en el 
Nuevo Año nos incumbe echar una ojeada 
sobre el progreso en la elaboración de la 
caña de azúcar en el pasado siglo, simboli- 


zado por nuestro artista Jack Brown en la 


sugar cane processing over the past century 
as typified by our artist Jack Brown on this 
month's front cover. We may pause to specu- 


late on the advances in the art that are portada de éste mes. Hacemos una pausa 


para meditar sobre los adelantos que han 


de venir en dicho arte, nó en el futuro 


bound to occur, not in the next century, but 
even in the next ten years in handling this, 
the most prolific of the world's agricultural 
crops. 


siglo, sino en los próximos diez años, en la 
manipulación de ésta, la más prolífica y 
fecunda de las cosechas agrícolas del 
mundo. 
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A CENTRIFUGAL WORTH 
INTRODUCTION BY 


SILVER 


In keeping with the tradition of offering you only those products that are out- 
standing in value and performance, Silver Enginering is proud to present the improved 


Silver Continuous Centrifugal for intermediate raw sugars. It is tested to our rigid requirements 
for long life, low maintenance, power and labor savings, and reliability. Above all, it will consistently and 
continuously maintain the sugar and syrup quality. 
The 25 h.p. motor runs at constant speed and full power for the most favorable electrical load and economy. Change in 
feed has little effect on quality of product because the screen never builds up a thick layer of sugar, separation is complete. 
The automatic controls are remarkably simple and free from maintenance problems, as is the entire construction. 
Permit us to send you the complete report on these machines in service during the past year Silver Centrifugals have no equals. 





ILVER ENGINEERING Works, Inc. 








3309 BLAKE STREET + DENVER 5, COLORADO 


SUGAR MACHINERY FOR 
FIELD AND FACTORY 
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Here's 


another of the 

invisible extras that 

insure the precision performance 
of LINK-BELT roller chain 


Painstaking precision of heat-treat control gives you 


uniform strength 


To produce roller chain of utmost 
uniformity, Link-Belt maintains exact- 
ing control of all heat-treating proc- 
esses. With equipment and instrumen- 
tation exactly tailored to the need, all 
processes are carefully adjusted to 
suit the characteristics of each heat 
and analysis of steel. Result: roller 
chain of uniform strength well above 
accepted standards. Chain that absorbs 
shock loads, delivers full power under 
continuous heavy going. 

Precise heat-treat control is one of 
many invisible extras that contribute 
to the greater strength and endurance 


LINK-BELT COMPANY: Engineers + Manufacturers 
+ Exporters of Machinery for Handling Mate 
rials and Transmitting Power + Established 1875. 
EXPORT DIVISION: Dept. 161-SYA, 233 Broadway 
New York 7, U.S.A., Cable Address: Link-Belr 


Single and double strand Link-Belt roller chains 


combine to provide dependable, positive power 
transmission at this installation. 


ROLLER CHAINS AND SPROCKETS 


in every link 


of Link-Belt roller chain. Others in- 
clude prestressing, pitch-hole prepara- 
tion, shot-peening. These features 
plus painstaking precision and inspec- 
tion in every step of manufacture— 
assure you of chain that can easily 
cope with today's heavy loads and 
high speeds. 

For engineering assistance in apply- 
ing  industry's preferred 
roller chain, contact your 
Link-Belt representative. 
Or write us direct. Ask for 
Roller Chain Book 2657. 


-New York +» Australia, Marrickville (Sydney) 
+» Brazil, Sao Paulo +» Camada, Scarboro (To- 
ronto) + South Africa, Springs + Switzerland, 
Geneva. Representatives Throughout the World. 

15.555-E 
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And NOW .. . two batteries of 5 machines and 3 
machines wash A £ B sugars to high purity for 
subsequent refining. These are completely automatic 
and each battery is sequenced independently. 


The 1955 installation . manvally con 
E trolled except for automatic braking 


The 1958 installation . . . incorporates automatic 
discharging as well as automatic braking 


VICTORIAS MILLING COMPANY, INC. 
VICTORIAS, OCCIDENTAL NEGROS, PHILIPPINES 


Progressive Victorias typifies alert sugar management. More and more 
attention is being given to the human factor as it relates to production. 


Three times Victorias has bought Western 
States centrifugals and each purchase has 
included more automatic controls. 


This is familiar to us at Western States. 
As expansion and modernization plans mature, users of our equipment are asking for land getting 
completely automatic centrifugal equipment. 
Results prove the wisdom of these specifications. 
Let us measure your production prospects in terms of increased 


“AUTOMATICS”. —————— 


THE WESTERN STATES MACHINE COMPANY 


HAMILTON, OHIO, U.S.A. TO KEEP THE LEAD .. . WE THINK AHEAD 








Field Mechanization News Headlines In 1960 


) A is a month for reflecting on 
events of the past 12 months. In mechani- 
zation, much of what will develop in the 
months ahead can be determined from the 
headlines of the recent past, as the design 
and testing of equipment requires time. 

The year 1960 started with an early pre- 
diction, based upon a world-wide survey, 
that some $75,000,000 would be spent on 
mechanical harvesting equipment during the 
coming decade. Harvesting and transporta- 
tion of sugar cane is the one area in which 
it is possible to make the greatest reduc- 
tion in costs. It is obvious that this is where 
the greatest emphasis will be placed in 
field mechanization. 

No cane harvester had gained wide rec- 
ognition in international sugar areas when 
this prediction was made. Thomson-Hurry- 
cane and J8€L, both made by Louisiana 
manufacturers, were the undisputed leaders 
in number of machines in operation. How- 
ever, both machines are used in areas where 


cane is in the 25 to 35-ton range, and most 
of it upright. The machines do not chop 
the cane into short pieces and load on to 
transport units. Students of field mechani- 
zation say that the widely accepted har- 
vester of the future must be able to handle 
cane averaging 100 tons or more per acre, 
and recumbent cane. 

Massey-Ferguson started the year 1960 
with a strong bid for the Australian sugar 
industry business—although the harvester is 
not yet in full commercial production. This 
harvester tops the cane and cuts the stalks 
at ground level, chops it into 10 to 14-inch 
pieces and conveys these pieces into a trans- 
port unit which operates along-side the 
cutter. 

The Hawaiian Sugar Planters' Assn. had 
a cutter-windrower which handled heavy 
tonnage, and recumbent cane. However, it 
cut the cane and dumped it back on the 
ground in windrows. The machine is heavy 
and expensive. 





An 
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This is a view of a hand-cut field, but the principle involved is much the same 
with machine harvesting. To'the center right is an empty trailer which has been 
parked adjacent to the harvest field by a road-type prime mover, that is seen upper 
right, ready to drive off with a loaded trailer. Shown, lower center, is an empty 
being pulled by a crawler-type prime mover used to handle trailers in the harvest 
field. The unit being loaded is also towed by a crawler-type prime mover and is 
waiting to complete loading from windrowed cane. When loaded, this trailer will 
be towed to the road area, shown top, where it will be dropped by use of the air- 
hydraulic landing gear. lt will stay there until picked up by the highway-type 
prime mover which brings in another empty. 


The Cary sugar cane harvester-cleaner- 
loader, manufactured in Louisiana, was op- 
erating in Louisiana and Florida in limited 
numbers. It cuts stalks into short pieces and 
loads on to transport unit. 

The U. S. Department of agriculture was 
testing a harvester designed to cut, clean 
and load cane. 

In Australia, the Venton cane harvester 
was in limited operation. 

And, along with a dozen or so other 
harvesters in various stages of design and 
operation the Hawaiian sugar industry had 
their 29th harvester undergoing limited field 
tests. 

As 1960 ended, there had been slow but 
continual progress. The major break-through 
was apparently in Australia where a pilot 
operation at Mossman Central Mill Co. 
proved successful, using the Massey-Fergu- 
son machine. 

The HSPA machine No. 29 also appears 
to be making progress and at least two 
other sugar areas are trying to get the 
Hawaiian industry to turn loose rights to 
manufacture. The machine is known to be 
substantially lighter than the other Hawaiian 
machines and will use a wheel or crawler- 
type prime mover to mount the detachable 
cutter-loader. Price is expected to be within 
the $40,000 bracket—which is one-third the 
cost of existing cut-load machines used in 
Hawaii. 


Containerization of Sugar Cane 


Also in 1960, a new concept was intro- 
duced by Hilo Trailer, Ltd. in Hawaii by 
which cane is placed in a container (a semi- 
trailer) in the harvest field and kept in this 
same trailer, without trans-loading, to pro- 
vide rolling storage at the mill and dis- 
charged when needed to supply the mill. 

To make this system work efficiently re 
quired the development of an air-hydraulio 
landing gear which allows disconnection of 
the semi-trailer by the prime mover opera- 
tor without leaving the cab. And, only two 
lines need to be manually connected in 
hooking trailer to the prime mover. A mat- 
ter of seconds is involved in the connect 
and disconnect. 


To make the system more efficient, Hilo 
developed a field prime mover to handle 
semi-trailers in the harvest fields. They 
equipped a D-7 Caterpillar and an Allis- 
Chalmers HD-16 with a fifth wheel. These 
units tow trailers in the field, and still serve 
as power units for plowing and other pur- 
poses when harvest is not in progress. 

The sketch on this page shows the gen- 
eral pattern of operation in using semi- 
trailers in the containerization concept. For 
hauling loaded trailers to the mill, a road- 
type prime mover is used. 
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Mechanical Sugar Cane Harvesting Equipment is 
developed by field experienced engineers whose ob- 
jective is to give the sugar industry efficient, eco- 
nomical equipment for MORE PROFITABLE SUGAR 
CANE PRODUCTION. 

J % L Cane Master equipment is doing this job in many 
cane producing areas of the world. 

The conversion to field mechanization ¡is +he sugar cane 
industry's only answer to ever increasing production 
costs and labor shortages. 














New 
GRAB 
POSITIONER 
Optional 
Equipment 
on all 
CANE 
LOADERS 











JEANERETTE, LOUISIANA 


Cable Address: JALENCO 





J 4 L ENGINEERING CO. reserves the right to make improvements in design and changes 
im specifications at any time without notice and without incurring obligation as to units 
already sold. 





Air-hydraulic landing gear for cane haul- 
ing semi-trailers is being mounted on an 
increasing number of vehicles in Hawaii. 
This Oshkosh trailer at Oahu Sugar Co., 
weighing 23 tons empty and carrying a 
25-ton payload of cane, has been equipped 
with this new type automatic landing gear. 
This installation, made by Hilo engineers, 
requires the removal of the conventional 
ball-type Oshkosh hitch and installation 
of a standard fifth wheel. 


The 20x20 tires, which were once used 

on airplanes, have been adapted to cane 

hauling units by Hilo Trailer engineers. 

They reduce the compaction problem 
measurably. 


Rolligon bags are used 
in lieu of wheels and 
tires on these infield 
cane hauling units at 
a Florida plantation. 
Shown is the Cary 
harvester -cleaner- 
loader. It was first in- 
troduced in 1958, and 
handles some 300 tons 
of cane per day. 


The highway-type unit drops the loaded 
semi-trailer in the mill yard, where it be- 
comes rolling storage of cane—much as 
railway cars serve as rolling storage. The 
highway unit returns immediately to the 
field with an empty trailer. 

When cane is needed by the mill a small 
“mill yard mule” picks up a loaded semi- 
trailer and brings it to the discharge point. 
As soon as it is unloaded, the semi-trailer is 
available for servicing and placed on the 
line for the next trip to the road prime 
mover. 

The containerization system resembles 
the operation of a cane tramway system, but 
has the flexibility of road transport, and 
economies resulting from road transport. 


High Flotation Tires 


Another development this year has been 
in the wide use of high flotation tires on 
infield transport units to reduce field com- 
paction. The Rolligon, which is a 2-ply 
Nylon bag used in lieu of tires and wheels, 
has continued to be used in sugar. See The 
Rolligon on infield hauling units in adjacent 
photo, showing Cary sugar cane harvester 
used in Florida. 


Small Vs. Large Cane Hauling Units 


The battle over basic economies involved 
in small cane hauling trailers (two to eight 
tons) vs. medium hauling units (15 to 30 
tons) continued during the year 1960. 


Two views of the Allis-Chalmers HD-16, modified by Hilo Trailer engineers for use 

as an infield- hauling unit for semi-trailers, still retains its usefullness as a power 

unit for plowing and other farm purposes. The cab was moved forward and a fifth 
wheel mounted on the rear. 


No decision was reached. Individual cir- 
cumstances play an important part in the 
cost figures. On very short hauls, it appears 
likely that small cane carts can compete 
with the larger unit. However, on hauls of 
two miles or more it is likely that medium 
semi-trailers (15 to 30 tons) will have the 
edge. Costs of 7 to 9%g (U.S.) per ton 
mile have been quoted by sugar producers 
using trailers handling between 18 to 25 
tons of cane. 

The giant cane haul units (50 to 60 tons) 
appear to have lost their popularity—even 
in Hawaii where they started. One Philip- 
pine central also tried the big haulers. They 
discontinued them after one season. 

At speeds of over 15 miles per hour the 
harmonics of the big units, resulting from 
the terrific unsprung weight, cause excessive 
tire and wheel failure. (Tires cost about 
$4,500 each.) As a result, users of the giants 
reduce their loads to 25 or 30 tons when 
moving at higher speeds. Therefore, it is 
not practical to pay the cost of the mam- 
moth units. 


Many areas of the sugar world have 
singled out harvesting and hauling for cost 
reductions in 1960. Hawaii, as one example, 
estimates that they lose $22 million in sugar 
annually between what is grown and what 
is put into the sugar bin. Of this, some $13 
million is attributable to field handling and 
about $9 million to mill losses—principally 
in extraction. 

Throughout 1960, the field was shown to 
be the source of great potential savings. 


What's New? 


This will be a continuing feature of our 
Field Mechanization section. Manufacturers, 
developers of machines, and sales repre- 
sentatives of equipment for field mechani- 
zation in both beet and cane sugar areas, 
world-wide, are invited to send us a sum- 
mary of their new products and photos. We 
are pleased to bring our readers the latest 
developments in equipment which may be 
helpful in increasing productivity of the 
sugar industry. 


Pick-up Cane Transpori——C. Brew- 
er € Co. engineers in Hawaii have devel- 
oped a new version of a machine which 
picks up cane that has been placed into 
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windrows by a V-type cutter. Cane is loaded 
into a large bin in the rear of the unit, 
and transported to the roadside where it is 
dumped. A conventional-type cane grab 
then loads the cane into 20-25 ton semi- 
trailers, 

A. F. Stubenburg, in Honolulu, built the 
chassis on an Allis Chalmers HD-11 trans- 
mission. The engine is a General Motors 
diesel with twin disc torque 
Capps Brothers in Stockton, California, 
built the upper unit. It was assembled at 
the Hilo Sugar Co. garage. Cost is estimated 
to be $55,000. 


converter. 


High Clearance Sprayer—A self- 
propelled high clearance machine for spray- 
ing or dusting cane for weed and insect 
control has been developed by Century En- 
gineering Corp., Cedar Rapids, lowa. The 
unit, which has been tested in Louisiana 
cane fields, has wheel spacing adjustable 
from 70 to 84 inches, and clearance of 100 
inches under the rear axle. One row is 
straddled and the construction is such that 
it can cross narrow bridges and make short 
turns at the end of furrows. 

The high-clearance unit is equipped with 
a 24-horse power air-cooled engine with oil 
bath filter. The spray boom can be adjusted 
from 10 to 114 inches above the ground. 
Rust and corrosion has been contrulled by 
the use of a fiberglass tank. 


The road prime mover is shown here pick- 
ing up a fully loaded semi-trailer at the 
edge of the harvest field. The driver has 
only two lines to connect on the outside 
of his cab to be able to lift the air hy- 
draulic landing gear and drive to the fac- 
tory, where he parks the unit for mill 
storage of cane. 


Hydrograb——The South African Mech- 
anization Committee has been supplied with 
a Hydrograb for testing. It is manufac- 
tured by R. Scott € Co. (Pty.) Ltd. in that 
country. According to the South African 
Sugar Journal, the Hydrograb is a front-end 
mounted hydraulic-type loader, capable of 
lifting a 600-pound bundle of cane. 

The lifting unit is mounted on a Massey- 
Ferguson 35 tractor. 


Fertilizer Broadeaster—-The South 
African industry is also testing a fertilizer 


broadcaster imported from Holland. It is 
said to be able to apply granular and 
powdered fertilizer at rates varying from 
33 pounds to 800 pounds per hour over a 
width varying from 10 to 16 feet, depend- 
ing upon type of material used. 


Moloney Cane Cutter—The Moloney 
Harvester Works of Mackay, Queensland, 
Australia, has delivered a cane cutting ma- 
chine of its own design to the Department 
of Agriculture in Ceylon. 

The machine cuts the top and bottom of 
reasonably straight cane. It is capable of 
cutting stalks from four feet to 13 feet in 
height, and at a rate of 150 tons per hour. 

This is the first machine to Ceylon; how- 
ever, the company has sent six machines 
overseas in the past eight years. 


Napier Develops Down-Cane Pick- 
up-——Napier Brothers, of Dalby, Australia, 
announce they are proceeding with the de- 
velopment of a whole-stalk harvester, fitted 
with their newly developed and patented 
down-cane pickup. 

Tests of the prototype of the Napier 
down-cane pickup in the Rocky Point area 
of Australia are said to have proved the 
device to be effective. 

Napier Brothers manufacture a large num- 
ber of implements for cane farming and 
other purposes. 


Fost Choice... For Longer, Smoother Rolling 
through the Field and on the Highway... 


Firestone 


PRODUCTS 


Leaders in 
Quality and 
Design for 
Over 70 Years 


CANE CARTS 
for ANY 
HARVEST 


WAGONS 


and 


WAGON BOXES 
for ANY 
SERVICE 


WHEELS, HUBS, 
- SPINDLES 
and AXLES 


for ANY 
VEHICLE 





See your Firestone/Electric Wheel Distributor or Firestone Branch 
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NORIT" SUPRA 1.3 
for better refined sugar 











NORIT 


UNITED NORIT SALES CORPORATION LTD - AMSTERDAM - HOLLAND 
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SUGAR 


The illustration shows a modern 15 Roller 35” x 72” Sugar Cane Milling Plant with 
individual Turbine Drives recently supplied to Deep River Beau Champ Ltd., 
Mauritius. The average grinding capacity figure for the 1958 crop was 103 tons 
canes per hour, Extraction 96.2Y,. Cane fibre content 12.57... 


A. W. SMITH £ CO. LTD. 


SUGAR FACTORY AND REFINERY ENGINEERS 
21 MINCING LANE, LONDON, E.C.3 


Cable Address: “SUGRENGINE LONDON” 
Works: COOK STREET, GLASGOW, C.S. 








better boiling...faster spinning, higher slice...better beet sugar 


when you refine with DARCO' 


Treat with economical, flexible, easy to use DArco. Your 
juice boils faster with less foaming, you get better 

spinning, better-handling massecuites, and you break 
bottlenecks when you refine with Darco. Take advantage of 
Atlas' 35 years of activated carbon leadership! 


CANE, CORN OR BEET—DARCO MAKES ANY SUGAR BETTER. 


CHEMICALS 
DIVISION 


TLAS 


POWDER COMPANY 

WILMINGTON 99, DELAWARE 

In Canada: Atlas Powder Company, Canada, Ltd. 
Branttord, Ontario, Canada 
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Farrel rubber-belt carriers 


proven cleaner, more durable in installations since 1952 


54 installations since 1952 have proven Farrel rub- 
ber-belt intermediate carriers definitely superior to 
the conventional chain and slat type. Reports from 
users indicate that maintenance of these simple 
units is almost unheard of, operation is cleaner and 
retention of bagasse and imbibition better. 

The first of these carriers, for example, was in- 
stalled at Central Plata, Puerto Rico, in 1952. lt 
was used for 6 crops.in grinding 2Yz million tons 
of cane. According to chief engineer Rafael Labiosa, 

“Not a single minute has been lost due to mechani.- 

cal failure of the rubber belt and the rest of the One of the Farrel rubber-belt carriers in operation at 
: á Pa)» " Central Plata, Puerto Rico. 

components of its units.” The belt, which is still 

in usable condition, is now carried as a spare. 

The performance of the belt is all the more 
amazing when you consider that it had only Ye” 
rubber covering on the carrying side. Subsequent 
units supplied by Farrel have a Ya” rubber coating. 

Farrel's patented carrier has been designed for 
easy replacement of a slat carrier during a short 
shut-down, The endless rubber belt has rubber 
cleats on the top every six inches for better mill feed. 

Send for a quotation covering your requirements, 


FARREL- BIRMINGHAM COMPANY, INC. 
ANSONIA, CONNECTICUT, U. S.A. 


Plants: Ansonia and Derby, Conn., Buffalo and 
FB-1202 Rochester, N. Y. 
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'*Cactus'*' Glasgow 


GLASGOW C. Il. SCOTLAND 


Grams: 


hly Activated 


Decolourising 
Carbon 


Yours 
IT'S 
CRYSTAL CLEAR 


CENtral 5247.8 
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142 QUEEN STREET, 


Phone: 


DECOLOURISING 





FULTON 
A A 


.. . CVOry part designed for Inclined kingboltless housings ...for maximum extraction 


7 . , at high capacities. 
fu -extraction at maximum Full involute crown wheels...long life, smooth operation; 
capacity always have more than one tooth engaged. 


Long ram hydraulic top caps and high top boxes allow top 
rolls to float freely. 


Fulton Mills are engineered : l : 
sy . ps 8! " vo .. Unit type intermediate carriers ... easily removed ... fitted 
highest efficiency at intensive with remote control air clutches. 
grinding rates. That's why they're Force-feed lubricating system insures trouble-free operation 
known throughout the world ... of all bearings. 
as the most reliable and Fully enclosed gearing is safe, clean, requires minimum 
economical mills in operation! attention. 


Steam turbine drives provide complete flexibility at all power 
and speed requirements. 


IRON WORKS COMPANY 
SINCE 1852 St. Louis 10, Mo., U.S.A, 
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Reduce your 
maintenance 
with Jeffrey 
sugar mill chain 


You'!! keep long term 
replacement costs to the 
minimum by specifying 
Jeffrey chain in your 
materials handling... 
here's why: 


e It's designed specifically for sugar 
mill service: cane carrier for large 
capacity mills, intermediate car- 
rier service, bagasse carrier. Each 
typeavailable in a full range of sizes. 


e Jeffrey chain is built for long 
service, starting with selection of 
the right metal and quality con- 

. trolled and inspected throughout 
CANE CARRIER FOR LARGE production. 


CAPACITY MILLS 
e Jefirey chains are backed by the 
experience and reputation of one 
of the world's largest producers 
of chains. 

When you need chain, specify 
Jeffrey for long dependable service. 
e The Jeftrey Manufacturing Com- 
pany, 916 North Fourth Street, 

Columbus 16, Ohio. 


BAGASSE CARRIER CHAIN 


EXPORT DIVISION 


(NJ EFFREY 


CONVEYING + PROCESSING + MINING EQUIPMENT...TRANSMISSION MACHINERY... CONTRACT MANUFACTURING 
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20% Solids 0.1% Solids 
in Filtrate in Filtrate 
— Conventional . — EIMCOBELT 
Mud Filter Filter 


Reduces Filtrate 
Solids to 
0.1%, 


. - - In Cane Sugar Processing! 


Never before has any vacuum filter 
been able to produce a cane mud fil- 
trate as clear as clarifier overflow .. . 
so clear it can be sent directly to the 
evaporators, without recycling to the 
clarifier! 

With EimcoBelt, filtrate clarities of 
0.1% solids, by volume, have been 
obtained by filtration, with average 
mud conditions, in a cane sugar pro- 
cessing operation. 

Results like these are possible be- 
cause the EimcoBelt can maintain a 
thoroughly clean filter medium. The 
EimcoBelt removes the medium from 
the drum every filter cycle for cake 


discharge and cloth washing  Finely 
woven cloth or synthetic fabric media 
can be used — media that would blind 
at once on conventional mud filters 


Sucrose recovery is increased be- 
cause recycle retention time — and 
consequent inversion loss — is elimi- 
nated. Clarifier juice handling capac- 
ity can be increased 10% or more 
Colloidal particles in the filtrate are 
reduced to negligible amounts. 


The Eimco representative in your 
area can give you facts and figures 
on how EimcoBelt filters can reduce 
costs in cane sugar processing 


Write Eimco Filter Division for New EIMCOBELT Bulletin F - 2053 


FILTER DIVISION 


THE EIMCO CORPORATION c94 SOUTA «mu west 
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SALT LAKE CITY, UTAM — U.S.A. 


RESEARCH AMD DEVELOPMENT CENTER 
301 SO MICKS ROAD, PALATIME, MLINOIS 


B- 585 














STEAM TURBINES 


for the Sugar Factory 


MIRRLEES STEAM TURBINES 
COVER A WIDE RANGE OF APPLICATIONS 
IN THE SUGAR FACTORY 


F 
es ALI 


Illustrated is a F.E.A.7, 350-400 B.H.P. turbine with 
constant speed governor and fitted with a reduction 
gearbox, supplied for driving cane knives. 


DRIVES FOR SUGAR MILLS 


450 B.H.P. turbine and single reduction gear box 
4000-400 R.P.M. with variable speed governor 
and stand-by oil pump. 


MAY ALSO BE USED AS 
A LOW COST REPLACE- 
MENT FOR EXISTING 
PRIME MOVERS WHERE 
INCREASED MILLING 
CAPACITY 15 
REQUIRED 
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THE MIRRLEES WATSON 
COMPANY LIMITED 
GLASGOW SCOTLAND 


SUGAR y AZÚCAR 











Simazine 


Simazine products for weed control in sugar 
new cane are available 
d rt — in the USA and Puerto Rico through the distributors 
epa ure In of Geigy Agricultural Chemicals, Ardsley, N.Y., as 
weed control in Central and South America, Cuba, Haiti, the 


Dominican Republic, South Africa, the Philippines 
and Taiwan through the local distributors of 
y. R. Geigy S.A., Basle (Switzerland), as Gesatop 50 W 





Geigy Simazine 80 W 





One single pre-emergent application 
keeps young cane weed-free for months in the British Commonwealth (other than Australia) 


through Fisons Chemicals (Export) Ltd., 
persistent selective safe 95, Wigmore Street, London W1, as 





Simazine 50 W 


JANUARY +e 1961 





ORIGINAL 


FONTAINE 


Serving the Sugar Inc 


more than 100 Years 


Perforated Sheets of all T 


Speciality: Small Perfor« 


FONTAINE £ CO. GMBH. AACHEN W.-GERMANY 


We have sold our patented 


SUGAR TABLET 
OR CUBE 
INSTALLATIONS 


all over the world. 


Cubes from dry granulated 


The small machine with the big output! 
Automatic packing equipment ¡if desired 
Very low capital outlay 


Send for information to: 


GOKA N.V. 
MACHINE WORKS 


Established 21 years 
AMSTERDAM 
HOLLAND 


P.O. Box No. 130 
Tel: 222255-222256 
Telex: 14173 '"Kagodam” 
Cables: "KAGODAM"” 


EUROPEAN 
News € Notes 


By our London Correspondent 


Tur Report (Sucar Y Azucar, Nov. 1960, pg. 64 “European 
News € Notes”) that U. S. owners of sugar plantations and 
mills expropriated in Cuba were contemplating taking legal ac- 
tion to block shipments of their Cuban sugar as they reached 
foreign ports has speedily proved accurate. 

Tate € Lyle Ltd., London, has received a writ of summons 
on behalf of the Cuban American Sugar Mills Co. for £247,000 
damages. Conversion of 9,500 long tons of raw sugar is alleged 
by accepting delivery thereof after its arrival in the Port of 
London on October 21 from Puerto Padre, Cuba. Commenting 
on this, Tate € Lyle said: 

“A cargo of Cuban raw sugar has been delivered to us in 
the normal course of trading. Two rival parties, one American 
and the other Cuban, are now claiming that they are the right- 
ful owners of the sugar and both are asking for payment to be 
made to them. 


“We have made full provision for payment for the sugar as 
and when it has been decided by the courts which of the two 
parties is, in fact, the rightful claimant. As the matter is now 
subjudice no further statement will be issued.” 


Disc ssioNs between the parties to the Commonwealth Sugar 
Agreement on the price to be paid for the 1961 negotiated price 
sugar bought by the UK were concluded in November. Full 
agreement was reached on (i) the price for 1961 will be £45. 2s. 
per ton; (ii) negotiated price quotas for 1961 will be five per 
cent above basic quotas; and (ii) the agreement has been 
extended a further year and now runs to end—1968. Negotiated 
prices in recent years have been: 1960—-£44. 8s. 1 Od.; 1959 
£45. 2s.; and 1958—4£43. 16s.8d. 

“Negotiated price” quotas are the quantities of sugar bought 
by the UK Sugar Board on behalf of the government at the 
negotiated price and are fixed under Article 15 of the Common- 
wealth Sugar Agreement which provides for a price increase 
when UK sugar consumption exceeds 2,550,000 tons. 

In 1959 these price quotas were increased 2.5% and a further 
3.0% in 1960 because consumption was rising. For 1961 there 
is a reduction of 0.5% because consumption figures show a slight 
decline. 


The negotiated price quotas (in long tons) are reported as 
follows: West Indies and British Guiana, 673,103; Mauritius, 
351,750; Australia, 315,000; South Africa, 157,500; Fiji, 126,- 
000; British Honduras, 18,900; and East Africa, 5,250; making 
a total of 1,647,503 tons. 


| Tu offer made by the Westburn Sugar Refineries Ltd. (Sucar 


Y Azucar, “European News € Notes” October 1960, pg. 10) to 
purchase the whole issued share capital of Lynedoch Invest- 
ments Ltd. had been accepted in respect of 90% of this stock 
by mid-October and so became unconditional. Lynedoch capital 
consisted of £60,900 stock in 2s. units and the purchase con- 
sideration was one Westburn ordinary of 10s., credited as fully 
paid, for every five Lynedoch 2s. stock units sold. 
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Lynedoch was' originally formed in 1950 
to acquire certain investments from West- 
burn, including 50% of the capital of Globe 
Sugar Refining Co. Ltd. and a direct control- 
ling interest in McIntyre Ltd. (haulage con- 
tractors, motor engineers and body-builders. 

With the compulsory acquisition of the 
balance of Lynedoch shares, the transaction 
will involve the issue by way of purchase 
consideration of a total of 121,800 ordinary 
Westburn shares. 


B, mid-November an outbreak of foot- 
and-mouth disease had become so serious 
that movement of cattle was prohibited over 
most of Scotland and eastern England. In 
these circumstances, the British Sugar Cor- 
poration felt it would be unwise to en- 
courage agriculturists to gather together 
from all over the country for its two-day 
15th National Sugar Beet Demonstration. 
And so it was cancelled, a decision gen- 
erally regarded as right but all the more 
unfortunate as the original date had to be 
changed because of the waterlogged con- 
dition of the 300-acre site in Northampton- 
shire. This was specially chosen for its 
heavy clay loam soil so as to demonstrate 
the eapability of machines to the full in 
handling beet crops mechanically. 

It was hoped that these notes would have 
contained an account of this gathering. 
claimed as a full-scale demonstration of the 
largest and most comprehensive collection of 


such equipment working under practical 
farming conditions staged anywhere in the 
world. Over 80 machines were to have been 
operating and the site would have tested 
them to the full because of its additional 
hazards of granite and limestone. 


Tur change since November 1 in the 
basis of London sugar market quotations 
to pounds sterling and decimals of pounds 
per ton instead of shillings, pence and frac- 
tions of a penny per hundredweight (112 
lb) has been generally well received. The 
change has extended both to the price for 
actual sugar (c i f UK ports), determined 
daily by a committee of six brokers, and 
to the terminal market quotations. 

There is continued growing belief that 
New York world contract quotations are 
assuming so artificial a nature as to be 
likely to lead to a permanent shift in sugar 
transactions from New York to London on 
a large scale. The London current daily 
prices for actual sugar are believed to be 
by far the most representative international 
sugar prices anywhere in the world—and 
their decimalization has raised their inter- 
national utility. 

“Plantation Crops,” published recently by 
the Government Stationery Office (price 
10s.) for the Intelligence Branch of the 
Commonwealth Economic Committee, is a 
review of production, trade. consumption 


and prices relating to sugar, tea, coffee, 


cocoa, spices, tobacco and rubber. The sec- 
tion on sugar occupies 26 pages, and the 
whole volume, apart from its economic com- 
mentary, is highly statistical, giving figures 
up to 1958-59 with provisional totals of 
1959-60. 

Appendices cover such aspects as inter- 
national agreements, government measures 
affecting plantation crops, export duties and 
cesses, and import duties. 


Tue chairman of Trinidad Sugar Estates 
Ltd.—E. Cassleton Elliott, CBE—has in- 
formed stockholders that some 170 acres 
of company land has been acquired com- 
pulsorily by the government of Trinidad for 
public purposes. The compensation to be 
paid is subject to negotiations and it is 
hoped these will be started in the near 
future. 

Although sales of comparatively small 
choice plots of land since January 1960 
have realized £42,060, the chairman has 
stressed that these are not indicative of the 
value of the estate as a whole as they were 
good sites on road frontages. 

He reports 1960 sugar production as a 
record 14,514 tons and again expects fi- 
nancial results to be good, but warns that 
these will be subject to a government wages 
inquiry commission set up because of the 
inability of the Sugar Manufacturers” As- 
sociation and the labor union to agree on 
1960 wage rates. 


Steam Turbines 


for the 
Sugar 


industry 


One of a number of 
Brotherhood Steam 
Turbines installed in a 


Swaziland sugar factory 








PETER BROTHERHOOD LTD 


PETERBOROUGH ENGLAND 


compressor and power plant specialists for nearly a century 
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pacity of 3000 tons 
of beets per day. 


R.T. Continuous 
e CONTINUOUS 


DIFFUSER 


The only difjuser which includes all 
the following advantages: 


Ideal flexibility of operation, with perfect regularity of results; a tempo- 
rary shutdown, even a long one, has no undesirable effects. 


Perfectly controlled counter-current throughput of juice and 
cossettes; there is no channeling, nor stagnant zones. 


Retention time of the juice is only half as long as that of the cossettes; 
3 there are no undetermined losses during the time needed for thorough ex- 
traction of the sugar. 


4 Losses of sugar in pulp, with equal juice drafts, are the least. 
5 The internal structure of the diffuser comprises no moving mechanical parts. 


Societe Sucriere D'Etudes et de Construction 


RUE AENDOREN, 1 TIRLEMONT, BELGIUM 
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Diffuser—2,500 tons daily capacity under 
erection at Wissington Beet Factory, 


England. 





DUNCAN STEWART é. CO. LTD. 
PARK GATE, GLASGOW, C.3. 


ACTIVATED 
CARBON 


ortectively eliminates color taste and odor from sugar 


Specifically developed for the cane sugar industry, SUCHAR 
activated carbon is the best way to remove colors, odors 
and flavors from sugar liquors. 


Amazing surface area and porosity make it the most effi- 
cient carbon you can use. And since less SUCHAR can 
treat more sugar, it's economical, too. Actually cuts your 
carbon costs by 10% or more. 


For many years, SUCHAR has helped the cane sugar in- Ss U Cc HAR 3 ALE SS 


dustry produce better sugar with activated carbon, Auto 
and FAS-FLO* Filters and expert engineering service. Cc O RP O R AT l O N 


We'll be pleased to help you. As a start, let us quote on 
your requirements. CONSULTING ENGINEERS 


76 Beaver St t 
*Reg. TM of FAS-FLO Filter Corporation, New York New York 5, 4 


Cable Address: "SUCHARING” N.Y. 


EXCLUSIVE DISTRIBUTORS OF SUCHAR ACTIVATED CARBON 
FOR THE CANE SUGAR INDUSTRY 
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can supply everything for your cane or heet 


Sell 59"272" má SUGAR FACTORY 


Mon Loisir sugar factory (Mauritius) 


BUILDINGS 


Steel structures 


PROCESSING MACHINERY 
RT and DAS continuous diffusers 
Cane mills 
Liming and sulphitation units 
Clarifiers 
Filters 
Evaporators 
Vacuum pans 
Centrifugals 


1800 KW turbo-alternator. POWER EQUIPMENT 


Malatya sugar factory (Turkey) ; 
- Steam boilers 


Turbo-alternators 
Electric motors 


HANDLING EQUIPMENT 


Cranes 
Conveyors 


COMPLETE PLANTS 





just write to : 


SAG - PARIS 1,847 


-FIVES LILLE - CAIL 


7, rue Montalivet, PARIS (8) - Tél.: ANJou 22-01 et 32.40 
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Prevent char kiln overheating 
with an £/ectzoniK scanning system 


An ElectroniK scanning system which measures kiln 
temperatures far faster than any human operator, 
prevents kiln overheating, equipment damage, and 
discharge of char at too high a temperature. 


The system consists of an ElectroniK scanning 
recorder with Micro Switch precision switches to 
actuate high and low point alarms, and Chromel- 
Alumel* thermocouples installed in two points of 
each kiln. The scanner continuously monitors kiln 
temperatures, prints them on a chart, and sounds 


*"Trademark Hoskins Manufacturing Co. 
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an alarm whenever a preset limit is exceeded. The 
operator can then take immediate corrective action. 


Your nearby Honeywell field engineer can give you 
complete details on this and other instrumen'ation 
for more efficient, more profitable sugar processing. 
Call him today . . . he's as near as your phone. 


MINNEAPOLIS-HONEYWELL, Wayne and Windrim 
Avenues, Philadelphia 44, Pa. 


Honeywell 
er 





into the sugar industry—that's Crofts teeth, because 
our machine cut gears are coming into their own in 
more and more sugar mills all over the world. Plant 
engineers are finding that Crofts can meet most of 
their needs from stock, with spurs and mitre gear 
drives up to 70 h.p. and bevels up to 44 h.p. (pitches 
12 DP to 2 DP) always available. What's more, Crofts 
cut spurs and helicals up to 185” diameter, 32” face 
width, bevels and mitres (including Gleason Coniflex) 


-and handle steel castings up to 8 tons! 


Send today for Pocket book 159 showing just what 


Crofts can do for you. 


CROFTS (ENGINEERS) LIMITED 


POWER TRANSMISSION ENGINEERS 
THORNBURY BRADFORD 3 YORKSHIRE ENGLAND 

Tel: 65251 Grams: 'Crofters Bradford Telex' Telex 51186 
AGENTS IN THE WEST INDIES: Iberia Machinery Co. S. A., 
P. O. Box 3408, Havana, Cuba. 

Resident Representative based in the Caribbean. 
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Uniform clarity at the lowest cost 
with Celite Filtration 


From month to month, carload to carload, year 
after year, Celite* diatomite filter aids give you 
high quality, uniform results. Because Celite is 
quarried from one pure deposit and processed in 
the world's largest diatomite plant, there can be no 
deviation in its performance. This one, closely con- 
trolled source assures a continuous supply of a com- 
plete line of standard and special grades. 

Celite removes suspended colloids and thermo- 
philic bacteria from cane and beet sugar at the 
fastest flow rates obtainable. As a result, costly 
fouling of char or activated carbon is greatly re- 
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duced. What's more, Celite diatomite's lower den- 
sity provides greater surface coverage ...six bags 
do the work of seven bags of other diatomites. To- 
day, Celite grades include Celite perlite. See your 
J-M Filtration Engineer for full details or write 
Johns-Manville, Box 14, N. Y. 16, N. Y. In Canada: 
Port Credit, Ontario. 


Celite Division filter aids, when used as such, are not considered 
food additives as defined by FDEC Act Amended, Section 201(8). 


JOHNS-MANVILLE UN 











Extra Fine Granulated Four-X Confectioners 
Light Brown Ten-X Confectioners 
Old Fashioned Dark Brown Superfine and Tablets 


SAVANNAH SUGAR REFINING CORP. 
Savannah, Ga. 





DEADLINES: 





3 a FLO-SWEET* pours 


Since 1900, the sugar industry 
Evaporators has looked to St. Mary Iron 
Works for delivery by dead- 
Vacuum pans line time. And through the 
Condensers poa, > q sn a 
. rough with on-schedule de- 
Crystallizers livery . . . with a single piece 
Pressure Vessels + - or a complete 
plant. 
With us, on-schedule delivery 
is a matter of pride. 
With our customers, it's a 
matter of profit. They know 
that they can plan a produc- 
tion schedule based on a 
; cerlaín delivery date. Get 
Designers complete details on how St. . 
Engineers Mary equipment can boost a Sugar Cane Field... 
Fabricators your profits. Write or call 
today. 
Manufacturers . and the food industry benefits in 
receiving sugar the modern liquid way 


for convenient bulk handling, 
half around the century NS Ñ 
economy, utmost sanitation and quality. 


57. MARY IRON WORKS A 0 REFINED SYRUPS £ SUGARS, INC. 
2 h 


FRANKLIN, LOUISIANA - UV. S.A. " 
ERA TA YONKERS, N. Y. 


FIRST IN LIQUID SUGAR 
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AUTOMATIC 
PROCESS 
CONTROL 


HILGER M 500 
AUTOMATIC POLARIMETER 


The M 500 Automatic Polarimeter is used for routine 
analysis of sugars, chemicals, oils, beverages and, in fact, 
any optically active liquid. It can be used for continuous 
monitoring, checking at timed intervals, or for batch 
sampling. The output, which may be in sugar degrees 
or degrees of arc, is given in figures, and may be dis- 
played, printed, or recorded. It reads to 0.05*S, though 
its Operational accuracy is even better than this, and its 
range covers any interval of 14% on the sugar scale 


Illustrated above. 


The Continuous-flow Refractometer makes a continuous comparison between 


HILGER a flowing sample and a reference liquid. lt can be used for measuring the 
concentration and testing the purity of any transparent fluid. The instrument 


CONTINUOUS-FLOW is entirely automatic; any change in the refractive index of the sample is 


immediately indicated by the instrument. The output of the Continuous-flow 


REFRACTOMETER Refractometer may also be used to make a permanent record of the con- 


centration, or to initiate a control system to bring the concentration back to 
its correct level. Illustrated on page 75. 


HILGER £ WATTS LTD. + 98 ST PANCRAS WAY + LONDON + NW1 GULliver 5636 
HILGER £ WATTS LTD, DORTMUNDE HURDE, GERMANY HILGER £ WATTS INC., CHICAGO 5, U.S.A. 
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A 42” x 84” Mill Tandem 
under construction 
A in our works 


IS 


Sue 


an 


> 
—— MILL ROLLERS 


CAST IN “ATLAS METAL” IN OWN FOUNDRY 


Extremely hard structure is carefully analysed and photographed, 


Open grain and a full record kept of each roller at every stage in 


its manufacture. This is only one example of the 


Long life roughness with resulting 
good feeding capacity for good ex- 
traction and tonnage. 


care that is taken to ensure that when you buy 
Fletcher sugar machinery you are buying the best. 
Complete plant for the sugar industry 
Fletcher Mill Rollers are cast in “Atlas” metal Cane Knife Sets - Maxwell Shredder : Fletcher Mills 
an extremely hard, open grain iron which “Atlas Metal? Mill Rollers - Maxwell Boulogne 
retains its rough surface over a large number of Liquid Scales - Fortier Clarifier - Sealed Downtake 
crops. “Atlas? metal is cast in our own foundry, Evaporator + Centre Flow Pan + Fletcher Crystal- 
under close supervision át every stage. Test  liser - Amarilla Rotary Displacement Pumps for 
samples are taken from each roller, the metal Massecuite and Viscous Liquids. 


GEORGE FLETCHER %£ CO LIMITED 


Masson Works + Litchurch Lane + Derby * England + Telegrams: “Amarilla' Derby Telex + Telephone: Derby 45817 + Telex 37514 


a 
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Sugar Outlook for 1961 


By Alexander C. Muir, 


JANUARY, 


Manager Research K£ Statistics Dept., B. W. Dyer £« Company 


Rossa and Red China have poured sugar 
in their witches' brew, and the whole world 
wonders how much they can digest. If it 
were not for this uncertainty, plus doubts 
about Cuba's ability to grind its new crop, 
it would be reasonable to expect that the 
predicted expansion in surplus would drive 
world raw sugar prices below 3¿ per pound 
in 1961. In fact, 1961 futures” quotations 
in London, adjusted to a Cuban basis, al- 
ready were well below that level in the 
latter part of 1960. 

World sugar production in the 1960/61 
crop year is estimated at 57,722,000 short 
tons, raw value, by the U. S. Department of 
Agriculture, compared with 53,539,000 tons 
last season. Cane sugar output shows a rise 
of 500,000 tons from the 1959/60 crop 
year, with beet sugar production, especially 
in Europe, up about 4,000,000 tons. Cuban 
outturn is placed at 5,800,000 short tons 
versus 6,462,000 tons last season. The de- 
cline in Cuban production is expected “be- 
cause of doubt as to available markets and 
because of production problems associated 
with changed managements, incomplete 
plant maintenance and inadequate cultural 
practices.” Russian output is estimated to 
be 1,300,000 tons higher than last season. 

An increase in production was confirmed 
by the International Sugar Council, which, 
on December 1st in Mexico City, provision- 
ally reduced basic export quotas by 15% 
for 1961. Free market requirements for 
1961 were estimated at about seven million 
short tons, while offerings were expected to 
be more than a million tons higher. 

F. O. Licht, the noted German sugar 
authority, in December estimated 1960/61 
world production at about 59.9 million short 
tons raw value, versus about 55.5 million 
short tons last season. Although Licht, at 
that time, did not comparable 
world demand, it normally would be ex- 
pected to increase to about 57.3 million 
short in 1960/61. demand 
could easily be higher if the Soviet sphere 
actually boosts its internal consumption be- 
yond normal expectations. 

In any event, whether the Department 
of Agriculture's figures or Licht's more 
comprehensive totals are used the apparent 
world surplus has intensified the scramble 
to replace Cuban sugar in the premium- 


estimate 


tons However, 
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priced U. S. market. Moreover, possible 
policy changes under the new administra- 
tion and the need for legislation before 
the end of March have made it difficult to 
predict the exact course of official action 
on the sugar program. Consequently, al- 
though there is an obvious surplus of offer- 
ings, U. S. prices could remain at levels 
considerably higher than indicated by the 
statistical picture. 

Lawrence Myers, Director of the U. S. 
Sugar Division, on November 15th, said 
that Cuba was not in the position to offer 
the U. S. adequate and timely supplies at 
stabilized prices, and there no longer seems 
to be the same basis for continuing to pay 
her quota premiums. He felt that, because 
of the time limitation in the first quarter, 
Congress would extend legislation in its 
present form, and presumably will leave 
the door open in the event Cuba should 
again become free and friendly. Also, that 
other countries probably would request new 
and additional quotas of four to five mil- 
lion tons to replace supplies from Cuba 
amounting to about 3.2 million tons in 1961. 

Based on existing legislation, about 800,- 
000 tons of sugar will have to be replaced 
in the first quarter of 1961, if Cuba is ruled 
out. Suppliers specified in the existing leg- 
islation, including the Philippines, Taiwan, 
etc., should be able to furnish at least 
600,000 tons of this. The potential 200,000 
ton balance can easily be filled by such 
countries as Brazil, British West Indies and 
other Latin American nations, which ap- 
parently have an inner track, politically 
and logistically, at this time. 

Normal domestic demand in 1961 would 
approach 9,600,000 tons, but the govern- 
ment may set requirements at a higher 
level as a safety measure. If existing legis- 
lation is extended, it appears that specified 
non-quota supplying areas may fall about 
one million tons short of replacing Cuban 
sugar during the full year 1961. However, 
other areas, which have not been specifical- 
ly designated in the Sugar Act formula, 
such as Brazil, South Africa, etc., have 
made offerings in excess of three million 
tons. 

Mainland cane and beet acreage will not 
be restricted in 1961. Robert H. Shields, 
President of the U. S. Beet Sugar Associa- 


tion, stated that this probably would result 
in an increase of 200,000 to 250,000 tons 
over the 2,400,000 to 2,450,000 tons antici- 
pated from the 1960 crop of beets. Main- 
land cane sugar production is estimated at 
670,000 tons in 1960/61, compared with 
615,000 last season. Puerto Rican produc- 
tion in 1961 is estimated at 1,150,000 
tons versus 1,019,000 in 1960; while the 
Hawaiian outturn in 1961 is expected to be 
1,100,000 against 930,000 tons last year. 

In connection with sugar legislation, a 
sugar study group was appointed by the 
U. S. Department of Agriculture on Sep- 
tember 30th at the request of Chairman 
Cooley (D., N.C.) of the House Agriculture 
Committee. The group is conducting “a 
study of sugar and its relationship to our 
national economy in its broadest sense ...”, 
and will prepare a report for the House 
Agriculture Committee on various alterna- 
tives that might be considered regarding 
this commodity. 

The domestic sugar industry, including 
cane and beet growers and processors as 
well as refiners, presented the following 
views to the special study group in Novem- 
ber:—the quota program, which has oper- 
ated since 1934, has assured adequate sugar 
supplies at stable prices, whereas the pre- 
vious tariff program had failed; Cuba can 
no longer be relied on to supply the U. $., 
thus the domestic sugar industry should 
be strengthened; cane refiners should be 
given more protection against foreign re- 
fined sugar imports; the price incentive of 
the quota system has been the prime reason 
for attracting foreign and domestic sup- 
plies; and the program should be extended 
for a reasonable period (several years). 

The industrial users of sugar, on the 
other hand, feel that the quota system 
might not be suited to future conditions, 
and suggested that “the amazing resiliency 
and adaptability of the free enterprise sys- 
tem” should not be overlooked. Also, that 
the Northeast area faces the most uncer- 
tainty over supplies, and advocated foreign 
sources of supply close to that area. The 
Philippines was also recommended as a 
Source. 

The N. Y. Coffee € Sugar Exchange, Inc., 
recommended that private channels should 
be used, thereby utilizing experienced per- 


33 





sonnel and minimizing distribution ex- 
pense. It opposed the purchase or sale of 
sugar by U. S. government agencies, except 
in time of war; and objected to the barter 
of sugar with other countries. It urged that 
supplies be made available under conditions 
which would facilitate realistic pricing. 
“When supplies are made available piece- 
meal, volume dries up so that hedging op- 
erations are difficult if not impossible.” 

The Cuban trouble really came to a boil 
shortly after grinding began in 1960, when 
Castro started seizing cane lands from both 
U. S. and Cuban owners. Then, in February, 
Russia added fuel by agreeing to take a 
million tons of Cuban sugar annually for 
five years. Under this deal, Russian mer- 
chandise is to be bartered for 80% of the 
sugar, with the balance covered by dollar 
exchange. The transaction was especially 
surprising because Russia's annual imports 
of Cuban sugar had never exceeded 500,000 
tons. Russia claimed that the sugar would 
be used for internal consumption, and guar- 
antegd not to sell sugar from her internal 
production, or from any other origin, in 
Cuba's traditional markets. The Reds could 
boost consumption, if they wished, because, 
for example, in 1958 per capita consump- 
tion in Eastern Europe was less than 60 
pounds, and in Red China was only three 
pounds, versus over 70 pounds in Western 
Europe. 

Prior to the Russian purchase, world 
($4) sugar prices had declined to 2.89 
per pound, as the heavy Cuban carryover 
and financing difficulties put pressure on 
the market. Initial 1960 International Sugar 
Agreement export quotas had been set at 
87/4% of basic tonnages, which, on Feb- 
ruary 3rd, were reduced to 85%. 

World prices rose to 3.10¿ after the 
Russian deal, and held fairly steady until 
the latter part of March, when there were 
rumors that Cuba might pull out of the 
International Sugar Agreement if it was not 
granted a higher quota. This, coupled with 
news of resales at relatively low prices, 
caused the market to decline. However, the 
International Sugar Council's determination 
not to raise quotas, then strengthened the 
market. 

Cuba, on April 7th, raised its 1960 pro- 
duction target by 200,000 tons to 5.7 million 
Spanish long tons (about 6.5 million short 
tons), which was virtually attained. World 
prices then declined to the year's low of 
2.85¿ per pound on June 23rd, as it became 
obvious that Cuba's U. S. quota would be 
cut, and a corresponding amount of sugar 
would have to be sold elsewhere. The de- 
cline in prices was checked, however, when 
Cuba announced that it would not sell world 
sugar below 3¿ per pound, and then, on 
July 7th, stated that it would not sell below 
3.254. 

Russia bailed-out Cuba by asserting that 
it would take all the Cuban sugar cut from 
the U. S. quota. It followed this up by an- 
nouncing that it would buy an additional 
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700,000 tons from Cuba at 3.25¿ per pound 
for 1960 delivery, raising theoretical 1960 
imports from Cuba to 1,700,000 tons. Then, 
in the latter part of July, Red China agreed 
to buy 500,000 tons of sugar from Cuba 
annually for five years at the world price, 
with 1960 payments 20% in currency and 
80% in barter. After 1960, Chinese pay- 
ments are to be entirely by barter. World 
prices advanced to the year's high of 3.406 
per pound at the end of July, but then 
gradually declined to the 3.25¿ floor. In 
December, it was reported that Red China 
had agreed to buy 1,000,000 tons of sugar 
from Cuba in 1961 in exchange for Chinese 
goods. 

Toward the end of 1960, Cuban ship- 
ments to Russia and Red China were lag- 
ging badly. lt was reported that Russian 
refiners were having difficulty handling 
Cuban sugar while processing the large 
beet crop. 

The International Sugar Council on July 
22nd raised its estimate of 1960 free market 
net import requirements to almost eight 
million short tons. Ás supplies were placed 
at less than 6.6 million short tons. quotas 
were raised to about 7.6 million short tons 
(105% of basic tonnages) on August 3rd, 
after the price had remained above the 
prescribed 3.25¿ Agreement minimum for 
17 consecutive market days. 

Although the U. S. Sugar Act was sched- 
uled to expire at the end of 1960, Congress 
did not hold public hearing until June. 
Legislation finally was enacted on July 3rd, 
after an all night “knockdown drag-out” 
session of Senate and House conferees. 
House Chairman Cooley had originally in- 
sisted on a one-year extension of the Act 
with no changes, but Republicans claimed 
this would help Castro, and the Democrats 
then sponsored amendments making Pres- 
ident Eisenhower entirely responsible for 
cutting the Cuban quota. 

The amended legislation, which runs 
through March 31, 1961, stipulates that re- 
placement sugar must be purchased from 
foreign countries rather than obtained 
through customary quota allotments. Prior- 
ity is given to Costa Rica, Taiwan, Panama, 
Haiti and the Netherlands, permitting U. $. 
imports from each up to 10,000 tons. The 
Philippines then is permitted to sell 15% 
of any remaining portion, with the balance 
prorated among other foreign suppliers, ac- 
cording to their quotas. If additional sugar 
is required, the President may authorize 
purchases from any foreign countries with- 
out regard to allocation. 

Cuba had a U. S. quota balance of about 
700.000 tons on July 6th, which President 
Eisenhower wiped out. The replacement 
program was delayed, however, because the 
State Department apparently was undecided 
as to what course of action to take, in view 
of the Dominican Republic's condemnation 
by the Organization of American States. As 
a stopgap, the 1960 quota was increased 
by 200,000 tons on July 8th to 9,600,000 


tons. At that time, it was stated that every 
effort would be made to use normal trade 
channels in obtaining replacement sugar. 
Also, that the sugar will first be purchased 
from countries in which it is produced, and 
generally on the basis of prices prevailing 
in the U, S. market. 

Mainland cane and beet quotas were in- 
creased by 558,000 tons on July 13th by 
the proration of Puerto Rican, Hawaiian 
and Virgin Isles' deficits. Cuba's normal 
proration of 155.334 tons went to the beet 
and cane areas. 

The first non-quota purchases, amount- 
ing to 137,234 tons, were authorized on 
July 14th. Then, on Juiy 15th, the quota 
was increased 400,000 tons. An additional 
617,385 tons of non-quota purchases were 
authorized on July 21st, and, on August 
1st, estimated requirements were increased 
to the 10.4 million ton level. 

Non-quota purchase authorizations were 
increased by 123,524 tons to 878,143 tons 
on August 2nd. However, the Dominican 
Republic's apportionment, amounting to 
321,857 tons, was withheld at that time 
and the remaining 235,900 tons was not 
apportioned. 

Non-quota purchases are limited to raw 
sugar, but, as some raws were not readily 
available, about 18,000 tons of direct-con- 
sumption sugar and alimost 300,000 tons of 
sugar (mostly Mexican) polarizing over 
99 degrees was permitted to enter before 
September 30th, with the stipulation that 
it be further refined in the U. $. 

In January 1960, domestic (+6) spot 
raw sugar prices declined to the years 
low of $5.35 per 100 pounds, as refiners 
dipped into the heavy inventories they had 
accumulated toward the end of 1959. Cuban 
uncertainties and a gradual increase in re- 
fined demand then caused raw prices to 
advance, and by mid-March they reach 


$5.70. 


Despite the advance in raw sugar prices, 
refined prices were reduced $0.15 per 100 
pounds to $9.20 in the Northeast on March 
7th. An advance of 20 was announced in 
many areas on June 25th, but old prices 


generally prevailed for delivery through 
July 1st. In the Northeast, effective July 
25th, prices were raised 30€ to $9.70; and 
in the Chicago-West and Texas-Oklahoma 
territories 15¿ on July 19th and 20 on 
July 25th, making cane $9.35 and beet 
$9.15. A 25é£ advance in the Pacific Coast 
territory made that price $9.15 effective 
July 27th. 

Domestic spot prices declined to $5.55 
per 100 pounds in mid-May when a “mix- 
up” in the Philippines caused a rush of 
that country's sugar to the U. S. before 
their quota was exhaused. The spot price 
then advanced to $5.90 towards the end of 
June, but sagged to $5.75 early in July, as 
Cuban shipments were accelerated in an- 
ticipation of the pending U. S. quota cut. 

The delay in announcing the Cuban re- 
placement program caused the domestic 
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spot price to rise to $6.20 per 100 pounds 
by July 19th, which, like the $9.70 refined 
price, was the highest since 1923, with the 
exception of a few days during the Korean 
War. However, when sufficient replacement 
sugar finally was authorized, the raw price 
declined. 

Congress was called into special session 
in August, but adjourned on September 1st 
without enacting sugar  legislation. 
Thus, the Sugar Act was not extended be- 
yond March 31, 1961, and the Administra- 
tion did not get the discretion it sought to 
bypass Dominican sugar. 

Virtually all U. $, 
in Cuba, 


new 


owned investments 


were seized on August 6th, in- 
cluding 36 sugar mills and property with 
a reported value of $350,000.000. Cuba 
then announced a nebulous scheme, calling 
for the compensation of U. $. investors out 
of revenue derived from one-fourth of the 
value of all Cuban sugar bought by the U. $S. 
in excess of three million tons annually at 
prices of at least 5.75¿ per pound. 
Following this, the International Cooper- 


ation Administration cut Cuba off as a 
supplier of sugar purchased by foreign na- 
tions under the Mutual Security Act. On 
August 5th, the Cuban-American Sugar 
Company circulated a formal notice hold- 
ing responsible anyone transacting business 
with its seized Cuban properties, and, in 
November, was reported to have instituted 
suit against a U. K. Other 
panies issued similar warnings. 
Domestic spot prices advanced to $6.15 
per 100 pounds on September 19th, but, 
on September 23rd, 321,857 tons of Domin- 
ican sugar authorized for 
1960, 
was a 


refiner. com- 


was non-quota 
purchase during and 


slightly. 


prices eased 
that an 
entry fee of 2é¿ per pound be paid to the 
U. S. government on the Dominican replace- 
ments. By mid-October virtually all of this 
sugar had been sold to Northeastern refiners 
on an average pricing basis, which may 
have helped to sustain raw quotations. 
Refined prices were reduced $.20 in the 
Chicago-West and Texas-Oklahoma 
tories, effective September 1st. 


There provision 


terri- 
Then, on 
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November 21st, prices in Chicago-West ana 
Texas-Oklahoma were reduced $.15 per 100 
lbs. and a competitive allowance withdrawn, 
making cane $9.00 and beet $8.80. In the 
Northeast effective December 1st, refiners 
generally announced a decline of 15¿ per 
100 lbs. on industrial grades. An additional 
l5c reduction, on 100 lbs. bags only, was 
granted in Metropolitan New York, making 
the price $9.40 

Although 1960 quota and non-quota au- 
thorizations totalled 10,164,000 tons, it be- 
came more evident, as the year drew to a 
close, that the actual amount of sugar ap- 
plied against this would not greatly exceed 
9,700,000 tons. However, refined sugar dis 
tribution probably will be less than 9,400,- 
000 tons when final 1960 figures are re- 
leased. industrial 
users apparently have built up inventories 
which should be more than adequate to 
cope with normal conditions in 1961. —But 
conditions are far from normal in this mad 
world of ours! 


Thus, both refiners and 


Semi-Permanent Sugar Act By Year-End 


The author of the following article is a 
lawyer and expert on sugar legislation who 
has recently canvassed main sources of in- 
formation in Washington to determine, 
as far as it is possible at this time, the 
outlook for 1961. With a new administra- 
tion taking control of the executive branch 
and the Democrats retaining control of the 
legislative branch of the government and 
with sugar becoming a factor in interna- 
tional power politics rather than a com- 
modity governed by economic considera- 
tions, action taken during the coming year 
will be closely watched as being of vital 
importance to every member of the sugar 
industry whether in the United States or 
abroad.—Editor, 


Ás AMPLE United States sugar supply and 
continuation of the federal Sugar Act in 
something like its present form are pros- 
pects for 1961 as members of Congress 
gathered for their Eighty-Seventh Session 
on January 3 and a new administration 
prepared to take over the White House and 
Executive Departments on January 20. 
These are not predictions. One would be 
rash indeed to predict anything about the 
volatile sugar industry in this atomic age 
of cold war. But the consensus of observers 
in and out of the industry is that the United 
States will not want for sugar even though 
Cuba is now completely out of the United 
States market. Also it is 


widely believed 
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that control machinery with revised quotas 
most likely will be continued. 

It is expected that some newcomer coun- 
tries will gain a toe-hold in the market. To 
what extent their shares will be continued 
if. as and when Cuba gets back in, is one 
of the major problems for decision. 

More and more, it is believed, sugar will 
become a weapon of international power 
politics, rather than a commodity ruled by 
economic policy. Campaign statements by 
President-elect Kennedy have been searched 
for guides to his views on sugar policy, but 
without revealing anything that would dis- 
close an approach differing from that of the 
Eisenhower administration. 

As this is written, the Secretaries of 
State and Agriculture—always important 
figures in sugar policies—have not been 
designated, so speculation as to their views 
would be just that. The bi-partisan or non- 
partisan support given to the Sugar Act 
through the years would indicate that not 
much major change should be anticipated 
when Democrats supplant Republicans. How- 
ever logical this opinion might be, no one 
can yet say there may not be some drastic 
amendments to existing law. 

The problem is this: The 
Sugar Act of 1948 (as amended) was con- 
tinued last July until March 31, 1961. 
Hardly any one believes that new amend- 


immediate 


ments necessary to set up quotas during 


Cuba's absence from the market could be 
drawn up by this date. Congressional com- 
mittees, such as the House Committee on 
Agriculture, which lost five members 
through their defeat or retirement, prob- 
ably will not be reorganized until the end 
of January. 

For this reason, House Agriculture Chair- 
man Harold D. Cooley of North Carolina, 
told me he would introduce a simple ex- 
tension of the present law effective until 
the end of 1961, without amendments of 
any kind. This will insure there will be no 
breakdown in the quota system because of 
a failure to rewrite the law by March 31. 


“This would be chaos.” he said. 


Between enactment of this simple exten- 
sion and the recess of Congress, Cooley 
said he would have his committee hold 
hearings on the entire subject, and endeavor 
to hammer out a bill that would be at least 
semi-permanent in its redistribution of 
quotas suppliers and the 
anxious to fill Cuba's former 
share. Cooley is under no illusion that the 
task will be easy. 


among present 


newcomers 


To help his Committee, Cooley will have 
the benefit of a survey now going on at 
his request by Department of Agriculture 
economic experts, headed by Nathan Koff- 
sky, Deputy Administrator for Marketing. 
This group is to report with the opening of 
Congress. 





Harold Cooley 


In describing how his committee was con- 
cerned only with economic studies—not 
foreign policy—Mr. Koffsky said they want 
facts, not arguments. Any country which 
advises that it should have a large sugar 
quota in this market solely on grounds it 
has always been a friendly neighbor “will 
be doing us no service” Mr. Koffsky said, 
“and such material will not be included in 
our report.” The study will deal largely 
with sources of supply, both foreign and 
domestic. 

Information on our is ex- 


where sugar 


pe ted to come from will be set down later. 


Also, before attempting to peer further 
into the possible terms of legislation, in- 
cluding quotas, a brief chronology of 1960 
developments may help get the picture into 
perspective. Highspots of the year were: 

July 6. The President signed a bill ex- 
tending the Sugar Act from December 31, 
1960 to March 31, 1961. Major amendments 
were: 

l. Granted the President authority to set 
the Cuban sugar quota “in such amount or 
amounts as he shall find from time to time 
to be in the national interest” equal to but 
not larger than the amount provided with- 
out this amendment. 

2. Set a formula for obtaining raw sugar 
from foreign countries to replace that 
denied to Cuba. This gave the countries 
supplying 10,000 tons or less (Costa Rica, 
Haiti. Nationalist China, Netherlands and 
Panama) the right to send in 10,000 tons 
each) gave the Philippines 15% of the 
balance, and permitted the quota countries 
(Belgium, British Guiana, Canada, Domini- 
can Republic, Hong Kong, Mexico, Nicara- 
gua and Peru) to supply the remainder, 
pro rata against their quotas. 

3. Granted broad authority to get sugar, 
either raw or refined, from any country if 
additional sugar was required. 

July 14 and 21: Agriculture Department 
approved purchase of 754,619 tons of non- 
quota sugar. August 2 authorized addi- 
tional purchase of 123,524 tons to total of 
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878,143 tons. September 23 this was in- 
creased to 1,200,000 tons. This was brought 
about when the Secretary of Agriculture, 
the Secretary of State concurring, author- 
ized purchase during the year of 321,857 
tons of non-quota sugar from the Dominican 
Republic, with requirement of a two cent 
per pound payment to the United States 
government prior to entry. In an extra- 
ordinary statement, which aroused ire from 
sources which charged the Administration 
was not following the spirit of the law, 
the Department said : 

“The entry fee is based on a determina- 
tion that under prevailing circumstances it 
is in the national interest to provide that 
the quantity of non-quota sugar apportioned 
under provisions of law for purchase from 
the Dominican Republic should be bought 
at prices which are lower than those pre- 
vailing for sugar for the U.S. market.” 

This was the most notable instance of 
international politics shaping the course of 
sugar industry regulation, except of course, 
the shut-off of Cuban shipments and the 
embargo actions taken toward the land 
of Fidel Castro. 

Before the purchase at this lower price, 
G. Douglas Debevoise, president of the 
South Porto Rico Sugar Company, which 
has been producing sugar in the Dominican 
Republic since 1912, warned on August 
26th that cuts of U.S. sugar purchases 
from the Dominican Republic would turn 
that nation into another Cuba, and would 
“probably lead to the confiscation of mil- 
lions of dollars worth of United States 
property.” 

August 8-15 to September 1: Post-politi- 
cal convention session of Congress. Sound 
and fury, but perhaps because of politics 
and hot weather, no legislative changes in 
the brief extension bill, despite strong 
pressures from many quarters for a 
lengthier law. 

October 18: The Department of Agricul- 
ture announced there would be no sugar 
beet acreage restriction during 1961. The 
industry estimates this probably will result 
in plantings on 1,100,000 acres, compared 
with 1960 authorization for 1,000,000 acres. 


Lawrence Myers 


Long-standing provisions of the Sugar 
Act required the Secretary of Agriculture 
to determine sugar requirements for each 
calendar year in December of the year pre- 
ceding, and to establish both foreign and 
domestic area quotas in accordance with 
the formulas set out in the Act which would 
match the requirements. Invariably, a hear- 
ing was held in November of each year to 
give all interested parties an opportunity 
to present their case for total requirements. 
This hearing method was abandoned in 
1960, inasmuch as quotas were only then 
effective through the first three months of 
1961. 

The Department, reading from the House 
report on the brief extension, notes that 
their intention is that the Secretary of 
Agriculture name the quotas for one-fourth 
of the calendar year. A special provision 
authorizes the President to set the Cuban 
quota for this three-month period “in such 
amount as he shall find in the national 
interest.” Under present circumstances, it 
is expected this will be zero. 

From this chronicle, it is plain that the 
executive branch of the government utilized 
its powers and prevented a supply crisis, 
although many critics charge its acts fre- 
quently were too little and too late. A lead- 
ing sugar brokerage firm assailed the two 
and one-half months” wait in the purchase 
of Dominican sugar as responsible for giv- 
ing the sugar market “a case of nerves.” 

Senator Ellender, chairman of the Senate 
Agriculture Committee, slashed at the De- 
partment of State's “willful and blatant re- 
fusal to abide by the clear letter of the 
law” in refusing to make the Dominican 
purchase, and said that as a result raw 
sugar prices had reached a 23-year high. 
Representative Cooley expressed similar 
sentiments. 

One leading sugar broker, during the 
period when the government was providing 
means for non-quota countries to fill the 
700,000 tons denied to Cuba issued such 
statements as “sugar by the thimbleful 
won't do”; “we think that our government 
is functioning dangerously on sugar,” and 
“it is a delusion to assume that fantastically 
high quotas, such as our present overall 
quota of 10,400,000 tons, can provide an 
ample supply of sugar.” 

Government officials generally greeted 
these attacks with silence, although pri- 
vately they like to point out that the needed 
sugar was, in fact, provided, and that the 
price increase was small, and short-lived. 
Lawrence Myers, chief of the Sugar Divi- 
sion at Agriculture, in his desire to assure 
adequate sugar supplies, doubtless was em- 
barrassed by State Department desires to 
punish the Dominicans in concert with the 
Organization of American States, but natur- 
ally he did not say so, at least, not publicly. 

There were other complaints at govern- 
ment action. Refiners, forced to seek new 
sources, found it difficult to do business in 
countries where they had no lines of credit 
and no trade contacts. Some refiners are 
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geared to handle bulk cargoes, and found 
bag shipments difficult. There were quality 
obstacles. Ship hauls were longer and less 
regular. 

What of the supply picture for 1961 and 
thereafter? 

Instead of having to get along without 
700,000 tons of Cuban sugar, the United 
States market in 1961 will be shy some 
3,200,000 tons of Cuban sugar, or about 
one-third of our annual consumption. Where 
will this be found ? 

Most quarters believe this deficit will be 
made up by larger domestic crops, prin- 
cipally beets and mainland cane, and by 
opening the door to countries that previ- 
ously had little or no share in the market. 
The desire of nations in all hemispheres 
to share in filling the U.S. sugar bowl is 
only natural—the spread between the U.S. 
and the World Price—and some of the 
proposals are truly ingenious. Ireland, for 
example, would like a quota, and has asked 
for one through diplomatic channels. Be- 
ing an importing country herself, she would 
have to feed her own people through im- 
ports, possibly from Cuba, after selling to 
us from her insufficient domestic production. 

Even India talks of being willing to ship 
us 500,000 tons annually. In her case, too, 
this would mean shortening her people. 
With the dollar exchange she could do this 
at a nice profit, and give them the sugar 
later. U.S. government people seem cool 
to her 500,000 ton offer, but power politics 
might intervene. 

Sugar experts in each country have made 
up figures showing what they would be 
glad to ship to the United States. They 
never seem to be on the low side. Móre 
reasonable figures are being studied * by 
Department of Agriculture people in pre- 
paring their response to the Congressional 
inquiry. Only rough guesses are possible. 
Some nations, for example, might not want 
to cut all available cane in 1961 hoping for 
higher returns a little later. Weather con- 
ditions and other factors will change pres- 
ent estimates. 

Robert H. Shields, president of the U. $. 
Beet Sugar Association, predicts there will 
be plenty of sugar for the 1961 U.S. market 
whether or not imports are permitted from 
Cuba or the Dominican Republic. Rounding 
up the figures, he puts our actual 1960 con- 
sumption at 9,350,000 short tons, raw value, 
adds 150,000 tons as the normal needed 
increase for population growth and 100,000 
tons for stock build-up which brings 1961 
needs to 9,600,000 tons. Shields” guess is 
probably as good as any, so we will proceed 
from there. 

Available domestic sugar is placed at 
5,200,000 tons, of which 2,700,000 tons 
would be beet, and the balance cane from 
Hawaii, Puerto Rico and the mainland 
fields of Louisiana and Florida. This leaves 
a balance required of 4,400,000 tons. Reg- 
ular quotas of foreign countries—not count- 
ing Cuba and the Dominican Republic— 
amount to another 1,200,000 tons. That 
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Allen Ellender 
means we will be looking for 3,200,000 


more tons. 

Describing his figures as conservative, 
Shields then ticks off ten countries which 
could make in excess of 4,000,000 tons of 
sugar available to the United States in 
1961. This is exclusive of Cuba and of Com- 
munist bloc countries. 

In order of amounts, but not necessarily 
in the order of desirability as suppliers or 
in order of selection by Congress in a new 
sugar law, here are the countries and esti- 
mates of non-quota sugar they could sell us: 

Brazil 1,200,000 
Mexico 825,000 
Phillippines 470,000 
Australia 325,000 
South Africa 300,000 
Argentina 300,000 
British West Indies 

and British Guiana 
Dominican Republic 
Taiwan 


290,000 
190,000 
140,000 
Peru 5,000 
Total 4,045,000 

Some will take issue with these figures. 
The low figure of 5,000 tons for Peru, for 
example, was set down with the explanation 
this country might not sell her full 1961 
quota but would elect to hold the sugar for 
U.S. non-quota sales. On the other hand, 
John Lane, Washington attorney represent- 
ing Peruvian sugar producers, reminded 
that Peru's 1960 non-quota sugar authoriza- 
tion of 135,000 tons was just about equal 
to the quota of 139,000 tons. In 1961, he 
said, there will be available 170,000 tons 
for the American market in the first quar- 
ter of the year. Lane looks to an eventual 
Peruvian quota of 600,000 tons a year. 

Representatives from Brazil, Mexico and 
the Philippines all believe their countries 
can better the figures listed. 

In connection with the necessary shift 
from Cuban to other world suppliers, Di- 
rector Lawrence Myers of the Sugar Divi- 
sion, Department of Agriculture, made a 
speech recently to the Cuban Chamber of 


Commerce in the United States which war- 
rants careful reading. lt can be assumed 
that the State Department concurs in his 
views. He saia. 

“In undertaking to reduce the huge quota 
requests to the available market outlet, it 
may become necessary for Congress to con- 
sider the ability of the proposed supplier 
to service and protect the needs of the 
United States market. While Cuba was our 
ever-available “sugar bowl” the dependa- 
bility of supplies from other areas was of 
little importance. With Cuba no longer per- 
forming that function the assurance that 
supplies will reach our refiners as they are 
needed from other areas becomes vitally 
important. 

“When Congress amended the Sugar Act 
last summer to permit the reduction and 
reassignment of the Cuban quota, it took 
the trouble to adopt new terminology in 
an effort to emphasize that the quotas were 
not being taken away from Cuba on a 
permanent basis and that the countries to 
which the Cuban quota would be reas- 
signed would not have a vested right to it 
in the future. Those efforts were appropri- 
ate and desirable. The fact remains, how- 
ever, that when price premiums amount to 
as much as $150 million a year, vested in- 
terests are claimed automatically. All the 
arguments in the book will be put forth by 
producers desiring to sell at such premium 
prices. Regardless of the wishes of either 
Congress or the administrative agencies the 
vested interest arguments of new suppliers 
will become stronger as the period of time 
they supply our market increases.” 

Returning to the table of available non- 
quota sugar, Shields noted these are on the 
assumption that all the nations named 
would make their normal sales on the world 
market. He continued: 

“However, if Cuba sells no sugar here, 
next year she will have about 3,200,000 tons 
normally destined for the United States 
market for which she will have to find a 
home.” 

With this a fact—it assumes that Cuba 
will maintain her production rate under her 
Communist leaders—other countries would 
reduce their foreign sales to the extent of 
the sugar they sell in the U.S. market. 
Thus, the available sugar could be as much 
as 7,200,000 tons, or twice the amount 
needed beyond that furnished by the do- 
mestic industry and the regular quota 
countries. This means the acceptance of a 
lot of assumptions. 


It seems plain, however, that enough sugar 
will be available for all needs. Maybe not 
always in the place or form it is wanted. 
Conduct of the market in the closing days 
of 1960 would indicate that consumers are 


not worried. No one 
seems worried either. 
While most elements of the industry con- 
cede the supply problem can be met, many 
are uneasy for fear that there will be 
delays in getting the program started. From 
all quarters, raw producers, refiners, in- 


in the government 
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dustrial users, diplomatic representatives, 
come requests for quick decisions. Foreign 
representatives drop in frequently at the 
State and Agriculture Departments seeking 
information on what sort of a market they 
can find here next year. Sugar is a long- 
term crop, which cannot be planted then 
harvested two months later, they point out. 
They need to know before making invest- 
ments in plant and implements, whether 
they can count on U.S. purchases. The suc- 
cess or failure of more than one diplomatic 
mission, and the earnings of more than one 
Washington lobbyist depend on 
they hope soon to be forthcoming. 

Earlier we expressed the opinion that it 
was likely the Sugar Act would be con- 
tinued by the next Congress in something 
like its present form. While this is the cur- 
rent opinion of most Washington observers, 
For all 
anyone in Washington knows, the next ad- 
ministration may have brand new ideas for 
sugar legislation. 

Chairman Koffsky of the Department of 
Agriculture study group, named by the 
House Agriculture Committee to “conduct 
a study of sugar and its relationships to 
our national economy in its broadest sense,” 
remarked as the economists began their 
survey: 

“I guess they deliberately picked people 
who didn't know anything about sugar. 
Then they chose the one who knew the least 
to be the chairman.” 

This statement may have been more than 
just amusing. In any event, it indicated 
that Chairman Cooley was not going to be 
hide-bound in studying sugar legislation. 
If any improvements could be found in the 
Sugar Act, which he has frequently termed 
one of the best pieces of agricultural law, 
perhaps something leading toward better 
administration, he said he wants to find 
them. 


answers 


there is nothing certain about it. 


As he has been for many years, Repre- 
sentative Cooley is again the key Congres- 


sional figure in sugar. The return of a 
Democrat to the White House will prob- 
ably make no discernible difference in his 
independent thinking and rigid control of 
his Committee. The whole picture could 
change, of course, if he is tapped to be 
Secretary of Agriculture. Some observers 
think it would be to the President's best 
advantage to leave the veteran legislator 
at his Congressional helm. Cooley doubt- 
less will refrain somewhat from denouncing 
“those downtown” when they 
members of his own party. He 
will assist in rolling the heads 
of some who have opposed his policies, but 


bureaucrats 
become 
probably 


he is not vengeful. 

One more political note. Democrats usu- 
ally admit their party fights better from a 
position of attack. Cooley has been a re- 
doubtable antagonist of Republican policies 
of which he disapproved, and the running 
fight against the Executive in the post- 
convention session of Congress this summer 
will be remembered for its hard language. 
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Carrying through a positive program with 
a friendly President will at least be a 
novelty. 

At the time of the last extension, Cooley 
had hoped to have the Act run through the 
year 1961. He also worked for an extension 
until June 30, 1961, but finally settled for 
the terminal date of March 31. He thinks 
there is no chance whatever for meaningful 
amendments prior to that date, hence will 
himself sponsor the bill for an extension 
to the end of 1961, and meanwhile hold 
hearings by his Committee to 
something more durable. 

He reiterated that he holds no brief for 
either the Castro regime or for the Domini- 
cans, but is wary of the johnny-come-lately 
countries who might be higher on promises 
than performance as suppliers of sugar. 


develop 


Wallace Bennett 


Cooley's opposite number on sugar legis- 
lation is Senator Harry F. Byrd of Virginia, 
chairman of the Senate Finance Committee 
which handles sugar legislation in that 
chamber. Byrd has never been especially 
active on sugar matters, although not 
many years ago he struck terror into the 
hearts of some large unit operators by at- 
tempts to scale down Sugar Act payments. 
Those who would have been most affected 
were the Hawaiians and Puerto Ricans. 
Byrd has not renewed this effort in recent 
years but the specter is still visible to these 
island cane men. 

Senator Allen J. Ellender, chairman of 
the Senate Agriculture Committee is the 
leading Senate sugar figure among Demo- 
crats, and Senator Wallace F. Bennett of 
Utah is a major Republican figure, and 
particularly the champion of the beet grow- 
ers. These men will be heard from when 
the legislation arrives there from the 
House, where it customarily originates. 

Beet sugar is grown in 22 states, although 
in none is it the dominant crop. Never- 
theless, the beet representatives have a 
fairly hard core of Congressmen to back 


their proposals. lt is a bi-partisan group, 
so party politics interfere little with ulti- 
mate decisions. 

Legislation on sugar in 1961 presents 
angles and problems never before experi- 
enced. There are sad notes, too. The silver- 
tongued Arturo Manas, president of the 
Cuban Senate and head of the Cuban 
Stabilization Institute will be missing from 
the lists. Replacing him as a factor in the 
law-making process will be such men as 
Oscar Chapman and Joel Wolfson for the 
ambitious Mexicans, Oscar Cox for Brazil, 
John Lane for Peru and John O'Donnell 
from the Philippines, among the 
aspirants to the U.S, sugar market. 


major 


In former domestic industry 
spokesmen spent months working up charts 
and tables illustrating why their areas' 
participation in U.S. sugar supply should 
be greater. This is all changed. Beet and 
mainland cane people appear to have en- 
tree for all they can produce. The Hawaiians 
and Puerto Ricans, because of various 
vicissitudes, are not making their quotas, 
and probably won't next year. They are 
anxious, though, lest their quotas be set 
below their ability to produce in coming 
years. 

Josiah Ferris, Jr. for the Louisiana and 
Florida producers has sounded off recently 
on price, asserting the Sugar Act intended 
larger returns to growers. His views re- 
ceived sympathetic nods from most domestic 
spokesmen. 

Growth problems bother the beet in- 
dustry. Their estimate of 2,700,000 tons 
production next year would represent by 
far their best year. Removal of acreage 
limitations does not solve the difficulties 
of new growers, however. They must find 
processing plants before they can get con- 
tracts to grow beets. Apportioning acreage 
allotments to the growers was once a head- 
ache to the Department of Agriculture. 
Now it is one for negotiation between the 
growers and the factories. 

Would-be beet growers in the Columbia 
Basin, Red River Valley and some south- 
western states are expected to clamor for 
a chance to make money in this crop. But 
they need processing plants. Established 
beet companies are not happy about the 
newcomers. Cane sugar refiners are not 
happy about the booming beet industry, 
either. 

As rival groups worked out the various 
proposals that will soon be dropping in 
Congressional hoppers, the proposal that 
at year's end seemed most likely to succeed 
went something like this: 


years, 


Unrestricted quotas for all domestic 
growers. These probably would not be 
termed “unrestricted” but in effect they 
would provide for about all that could be 
produced by the beets, mainland cane, 
Hawaii and Puerto Rico. The former's 
quota would be stated at 2,700,000 tons, 
mainland cane at 800,000, Hawaii 1,150,000, 
and Puerto Rico 1,200,000. 


The beet industry would settle within its 
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own ranks the proportion of old to new 
growers. One suggestion would be to re- 
serve the 1961 quota to established beet 
farmers, and have the growth go princi- 
pally to the newcomers. 

Deficit allocations, a knotty problem, 
might be solved this way: Hawaiian de- 
ficits to the beets; Puerto Rican deficits 
to the foreign cane; beet deficits to main- 
land cane, and mainland cane deficits to 
the beet producers. 

Above is merely an outline. There seems 


to be no organized effort to change present 
Sugar Act provisions relating to the excise 
tax and compliance payments to the do- 
mestic segment of the industry. The beet, 
Louisiana and Florida growers are 
formly happy over language in the House 
Agriculture 


uni- 


Committee report on Sugar 
Act extension last June noting a basic pur- 
pose was to “make it possible as a matter 
of national security to produce a substantial 


part of our sugar requirements within con- 


Sugar Industry Technicians Moves Ahead 
By E. J. Culp 


Technical Director, The American Sugar Refining Company 


Socan Industry Technicians, foremost 
technical association for sugar refining 
chemists, engineers and technologists, is 
completing its most successful year. During 
the past three years the organization has 
grown and developed in so many ways it 
would scarcely be recognizable to those who 
founded it back in 1938. 

Membership in S.LT. now totals about 
300. More than 150 individuals registered 
for the technical and business sessions on 
May %h and 10th, when the Nineteenth 
Annual Meeting was held at the Sheraton- 
Atlantic Hotel in New York. The Annual 
Banquet on May 09th attracted 162 mem- 
bers and wives to hear an address by George 
P. Meade. 

In addition to a number of outstanding 
technical papers, each of the last two meet- 
ings has been highlighted by a symposium 
on a subject of special current interest. The 
1959 Symposium covered “Automatic Den- 
sity Measurement and Control,” with Mar- 
cy, Rosenberg, Schwer and Swarr as panel- 
1960 the subject was “Drying, 
Cooling and Conditioning of Granulated 
Sugar,” with a panel consisting of Gerstner, 
Manley, Patterson and Reed. Dwight Gill- 
ette, Refined Syrups and Sugars, Inc., was 


ists. In 


Moderator for both of these symposia. 


Volume XIX, No. 1, of the S.LT. techni- 
cal proceedings was distributed to members 
in July. The second section, Volume, XIX, 
No. 2, containing abstracts of all technical 
papers presented before the group during 
1941-1960, just came out in December. 

Corporate membership of Sugar Industry 
Technicians includes not only most domestic 
sugar refiners and two beet sugar manu- 
facturers, but also four Canadian and twelve 
foreign, overseas refiners. The officers point 
with particular pride to this evidence that 
S. L T. is truly an international organiza- 
tion, with members as far away as Australia, 
Belgium, Chile, England, Finland, France, 
the Philippines, Scotland and South Africa. 

Much of the recent progress of Sugar In- 
dustry Technicians must be attributed to 
the unsurpassed and unfailing efforts of 
E. W. Harris, Executive Secretary. Now 
living at Vero Beach, Florida, “Ed”—he is 
known by that name throughout the indus- 
try—keeps a tight rein on organization 
affairs. In this work he is assisted by Miss 
A. V. Moeller, Secretary-Treasurer, who 
runs the S.LT. business office at 150 Nassau 
Street, New York 38, N. Y. Both Mr. Harris 
and Miss Moeller collaborate in close team- 
work with G. E. Waring, President, and 
Adolph Sieland, Chairman of the Executive 
Committee. 


Products for the Sugar 
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tinental United States . . .” They believe 
the present situation in Cuba demonstrates 
it is folly to place too much reliance on a 
single foreign supplier in the future. 

A year ago in this space this writer said 
that consideration of sugar  legislation 
called for wise political and economic 
statesmanship; that the health and welfare 
of millions of people were at stake, possibly 
“even the peace of the world.” The same 
situation exists today. 


Bedoy Joins Fulton Iron Works 


Alfonso G. Bedoy Jr., a chemical engi- 
neer, has joined the staff of Fulton Iron 
Works Company as assistant sales manager 
of the Sugar Division. He will devote the 
major portion of his time to extending Ful- 
ton service to its clients in Latin America. 
Formerly, Mr. Bedoy was connected with 
the Link-Belt Company for many years and 
has traveled extensively in Mexico, Central 
America and the Caribbean. 


Industry 


For free literature on any of the above products 
write to: 
100 Church Street, New York 8, N. Y., U.S. A. 


United States Steel Export Company 
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Record Sugar Production in Europe 


Ainsa to the estimates of F. O. Licht 
the European 1960/61 sugar production 
will reach 20,807,600 metric tons, raw value, 
as against 17,223,228 tons and 18,757,524 
tons respectively in the two previous years. 
That is a new record of European beet 
sugar production. 

In Western Europe as well as in Eastern 
Europe the increases of sugar production 
are rather remarkable. According to F. O. 
Licht the West European sugar production 
will attain 9,540,600 tons as against 7,906,- 
723 tons in the campaign year 1959/60 and 
8,699,988 tons in the campaign year 
1958/59. The East European 1960/61 sugar 
production is estimated at 11,267,000 metric 
tons as against 9,316,505 tons and 10,057,- 
536 tons in the two preceding years. 

The 1960/61 European sugar production 
will exceed that of 1959/60 by 20.81%, 
while the 1959/60 production was 1,534,- 
296 tons or 8.18% behind that of 1958/59 
on account of the continuous drought in the 
summer of 1959, 

Above all the very favorable weather 
conditions account for the good West Euro- 
pean campaign results. The sugar beet 
acreage had only been raised from 1,909,- 
693 hectares in 1959 to 1,916,673 hectares 
in 1960. Though better results than in the 
year 1959 could be expected from the first, 
the extent of the increase in the West Euro- 
pean sugar production has surprised even 
the experts. 

In the summer of 1960 very favorable 
weather prevailed also in Eastern Europe. 
This can especially be said of the South 
East European countries Hungary, Albania, 
Roumania and Bulgaria, where the beet 
crop is even more dependent on the quan- 
tity of rain falling during the summer than 
in other areas. As there was regular and 
sufficient precipitation good crop results in 
the South East of Europe had been ex- 
pected some months ago. In the Soviet 
Union there was some complaint of lacking 
precipitation. At last, however, sufficient 
rainfalls came in time so that the weather 
conditions of the summer 1960 were consid- 
ered favorable. The above mentioned pro- 
duction figures reflect this fact. Not only 
the consequence of favorable weather con- 
ditions, but also the sugar beet acreage 
increased from 4,108,930 hectares in 1959 
to 4,405,700 hectares in the spring of 1960. 

On account of the change in the produc- 
tion conditions the sugar economic situa- 
tion in the different European countries also 
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By Dr. Hugo Ahlfeld 


has changed as compared with the previous 
year. 

In Western Germany the sugar produc- 
tion is estimated at 1,810,000 metric tons, 
raw value, as compared with 1,419,471 tons 
last year. This sugar production will exceed 
the presumable 1960/61 domestic require- 
ments by 50,000 to 70,000 tons so that the 
already existing excessive stocks will be in- 
creased further. For this reason the com- 
petent authorities of the West German sugar 
economy have announced that the 1961/62 
sugar production will presumably reach 
only about 70% of that of the campaign 
year 1958/59. The necessary measures for 
a corresponding limitation are already pro- 
vided for. In spite of this fact it will take 
a long time to remove the great excessive 
stocks having been accumulated as a conse- 
quence of the imports of Cuban and Domin- 
ican raw sugar under trade agreements 
with these two countries. Whether the ef- 
forts to export West German sugar to the 
free world sugar market or to the United 
States will be realized cannot be said at 
the moment. 

The reduction of the Austrian sugar pro- 
duction from 302,339 tons in the campaign 
year 1959/60 to 255,000 tons is a conse- 
quence of the reduction in the Austrian 
sugar beet acreage from 54,845 hectares 
in the spring of 1959 to 44,334 hectares in 
the spring of 1960. With a sugar produc- 
tion of 255,000 tons Austria will not be 
able to cover her domestic requirements, 
which may be estimated at about 290,000 
tons. A part of the deficit may, however, be 
covered from excessive stocks. 

The French 1960/61 sugar production 
will be nearly twice as high as that of the 
campaign year 1959/60 having been char- 
acterized by great losses following the con- 
tinuous drought. With a production of 2,- 
200,000 tons France will not only be able 
to cover her domestic requirements in full, 
but considerable quantities will be available 
for exports. The exportable surplus is esti- 
mated at about 600,000 tons. During the 
last weeks the French sugar industry and 
the French sugar trade have already sold 
considerable quantities of sugar. Further- 
more they will make great efforts to export 
sugar. The losses, a consequence of exports 
to the world market, will be distributed to 
the sugar factories and sugar beet planters 
thus contributing to a decline in the re- 
muneration. 

The Belgian sugar production of 475,000 


metric tons considerably exceeds the do- 
mestic requirement which is about 345,000 
tons. Also in Belguim considerable quanti- 
ties of sugar will be available for export 
to the free world market or the adjacent 
areas. 

The Dutch sugar production amounting 
to 620,000 tons will not be quite sufficient 
to cover the domestic requirements, which 
may be estimated at 680,000 tons for the 
campaign year 1960/61. So the Netherlands 
will have to import considerable quantities 
of sugar from foreign countries in the cam- 
paign year 1960/61. The Dutch sugar pro- 
duction increases, and the time may not 
be far away, when the Dutch sugar require- 
ments will be covered from the domestic 
production in full, 

The Danish sugar production of 308,000 
tons will be sufficient to cover the domestic 
requirements and to utilize the Danish ex- 
port quota under the International Sugar 
Agreement in part. 

The Swedish sugar production estimated 
at 306,000 tons will make it necessary again 
to import considerable quantities of sugar. 
This annual import is in accordance with 
the Swedish sugar economic politics on the 
one hand, while on the other hand it re- 
sults from the difficulties to increase the 
Swedish sugar beet acreage to a correspond- 
ing extent. 

Among the few West European countries 
having reduced their sugar production from 
that in 1959/60 is Italy. A limitation of 
the sugar beet acreage to 240,000 hectares 
in the spring of 1960 accounts for this de- 
velopment. As the Italian consumption in 
1960/61 will reach about 1,050,000 tons it 
will be possible to remove part of the con- 
siderable excessive inventories. 

The Spanish sugar production is steadily 
increasing. While in 1958/59 only 447,432 
tons were produced the output reached 528,- 
028 tons in 1959/60, while in 1960/61 it is 
estimated at 594,000 tons. With domestic 
requirements about 540,000 tons, Spain is 
not thrown upon imports of sugar during 
the current campaign year. lt even might 
be possible that Spain will export consid- 
erable quantities of sugar. 

The Jugoslavian sugar production of 290,- 
000 tons will nearly come up to the do- 
mestic requiremnets during the campaign 
year 1960/61. 

The Swiss sugar production amounting 
to 36,600 tons was reduced from that of 
last year by about 6,000 tons. This slight 
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reduction, however, 15 not of any important 
consequence to the share of domestic beet 
sugar production covering the Swiss con- 
sumption. 

Great Britain looks for excellent crop re- 
sults, though the figure of last year amount- 
ing to 872,960 tons will not be attained 
again. The share of domestic beet sugar 
for the national supply will be similar to 
that of last year. 

In Ireland the sugar beet acreage was 
increased from 27,461 hectares in 1959 to 
29,900 hectares in 1960. In spite of this 
enhancement in the sugar beet acreage the 
1960/61 sugar production is only estimated 
at 128,000 tons as against 141,977 tons in 
the campaign year 1959/60. As the Irish 
sugar consumption in the campaign year 
1960/61 may be estimated at about 180,000 
tons, Ireland will have to import consider- 
able quantities of sugar. 

The Finnish sugar industry could raise 
their production from 47,718 tons in the 
campaign year 1959/60 to 58,000 tons in 
1960/61. This increase is the consequence 
of the rise in sugar beet acreage and of 
processing considerable quantities of Danish 
beets. The share of domestic beet sugar pro- 
duction covering the Finnish sugar con- 
sumption has been raised somewhat with- 
out, however, changing the features of cover- 
ing this consumption. 

During the last years the Turkish sugar 
production has been unusually increased. 
In the campaign year 1958/59 388,248 tons 
were produced as against 543,260 tons in 
1959/60 and 660,000 tons in 1960/61. With 
the Turkish sugar consumption reaching 
only about 350,000 or 360,000 tons no less 
than 300,000 tons will be available for ex- 
ports. A great part of this quantity has al- 
ready been sold. Summarizing we may state 
that the outlets for world market sugar to 
Western Europe have been considerably re- 
duced as compared with the previous years 
while the exportable surpluses of the West 
European sugar producing countries have 
been considerably increased on those of 
1959/60. Especially in France, Belgium and 
Turkey great quantities of sugar are avail- 
able for export. Adding all West European 
exportable surpluses we come to a figure 
not much below 1 million tons. 

Al East European countries have remark- 
ably increased their sugar production. In 
Eastern Germany the 1960/61 production 
is estimated at 900,000 tons as against 633,- 
105 tons last year. So Eastern Germany 
will be able to cover her domestic require- 
ments in full and furthermore to export 
considerable quantities to the world market 
or the countries of the Eastern Block. 

The Czechoslovakian sugar production 
was increased from 733,000 tons in the 
campaign year 1959/60 to 1,025,000 tons in 
the campaign year 1960/61. After the heavy 
reduction in the campaign year 1959/60 
Czechoslovakian sugar production has 
reached a level again enabling the coun- 
try to regain her traditional exporting posi- 
tion on the free world sugar market and 
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in the East Block countries and to cover 
the domestic requirements. 

With 413,000 tons the Hungarian sugar 
production will exceed the domestic re- 
quirements in 1960/61 by about 100,000 
tons. Greater quantities of Hungarian sugar 
may be expected to appear on the free 
world market. 

F. O. Licht estimates the Polish 1960/61 
sugar produciton at 1,275,000 metric tons, 
raw value, as compared to 995,000 tons last 
year. During the last weeks there was 
much complaint of difficulties in harvesting 
owing to unfavorable weather conditions, so 
that it may be doubtful whether this esti- 
mate will be attained in full. Also with a 
somewhat lower production Poland will, 
however, be able to cover domestic require- 
ments and to export considerable quanti- 
ties of sugar to the free world market and 
the East Block countries as usual. 

The Roumanian sugar production has 
been remarkably increased during the last 
years. In the campaign year 1958/59 it at- 
tained 186,436 tons; in 1959, 285,000 tons 
and in 1960/61 360,000 tons. The figures 
for the Roumanian sugar consumption are 
not very reliable. Considering even a re- 
markable increase in the Roumanian con- 
sumption the high 1960/61 production will 
enable Roumania to export great quantities 
of sugar. 

With 180,000 tons the Bulgarian sugar 
production exceeds that of last year by 
15,000 tons. The Bulgarian sugar require- 
ments may be put at about 150,000 tons, 
so that there will be exportable surpluses 
in 1960/61. 

The Soviet Union has in the spring 1960 
raised her sugar beet acreage to 3,100,000 
hectares as against 2,850,000 hectares and 
2,494,900 hectares respectively in the two 
previous years. As already mentioned above 
the weather conditions were, however, very 
favorable so that F. O. Licht looks for a 
1960/61 sugar production of 7,100,000 tons 
as compared with 6,100,000 tons last year. 
Only this production would raise the Soviet 
per capita consumption to 34 kilograms. As 
the Soviet Union has, however, bought fur- 
ther i million tons of sugar from Cuba 
there is enough sugar available to cover an 
even higher per capita consumption. In this 
connection it may be assumed that imports 
from countries of the Eastern Block will 
be compensated by exports to Finland, Iran, 
Afghanistan and other countries. 

Summarizing we may say that the Euro- 
pean sugar economy may look for very good 
campaign results owing to the favorable 
weather conditions during the period of 
vegetation in the summer of 1960. Also the 
sugar consumption will increase consider- 
ably in 1960/61, as the economic situation 
of all West European countries in good. 


Dr. O. W. Willeox 1870-1960 


I. is with profound regret that we record 
the death, on Tuesday, December 13th, of 
our esteemed Technical Editor, Dr. O. W. 
Willcox. Dr. Willcox was technical editor of 
SUGAR y AZUCAR (formerly “Facts About 
Sugar”) since 1924 and had won world re- 
nown for his work in quantitative agrobiol- 
ogy. Conversant with all modern European 
languages, Dr. Willcox was a deep student of 
the world literature pertaining to agronomy, 
agricultural practices, plant chemistry and 
related subjects. He contributed vastly to 
the world's knowledge of the potential of 
world crops, especially sugar, through his 
numerous articles published in scientific 
journals. Dr. Willcox was the author of the 
following notable books: “Principles of 
Agrobiology,” “Nations Can Live At Home,” 
“Reshaping Agriculture,” “Can Industry 
Govern Itself?” and “ABC Of Agrobiology.” 
In 1959, at the age of 89, he produced a 
pamphlet entitled “Footnote To Freedom 
From Want” for which Sucar y AZUCAR 
received thousands of requests from distin- 
guished scientists, sociologists and econo- 
mists in all parts of the world. At the 
time of his death, Dr. Willcox was engaged 
in writing a definitive summary of his 
theories on the relation between the world's 
food producing potential and the world's 
exploding population. 

Born October 11, 1870, Dr. Willcox re- 
ceived his B. S. degree from the University 
of Texas, taught chemistry at the Univer- 
sity of Utah and received a fellowship for 
graduate study at the University of Chi- 
cago where he earned his Ph. D. In 1906 
Dr. Willcox married Margaret Kosten- 
bauder, who died in 1956. He is survived by 
his son Oswin of Newcastle, Delaware; two 
daughters, Ortrude, of Ridgewood, N. J. and 
Isobel, of Englewood, N. J. and four grand- 
children. 





New York, DECEMBER 9, 1960: Cuban 
carryover at the end of 1960 probably will 
exceed 1,000,000 short tons, versus about 
1,346,000 tons at the end of 1959, according 
to B. W. Dyer € Company, Sugar Econo- 
mists € Brokers. The upward revision in the 
1960 estimate was based on exports re- 
ported through December 3rd, which un- 
doubtedly reflect the lag in shipments to 
Russia and Red China. 

The International Sugar Council, on De- 
cember 1st estimated that minimum 1961 
free market net import requirements would 
amount to 6,380,000 metric tons (about 
7,033,000 short tons), raw value. Supplies 
were estimated to exceed requirements by 
about one million tons, based on basic 
export tonnages of 6,345,000 tons (6,994,000 
short tons) plus other permissible exports 
under the Agreement of 435,000 tons (480,- 
000 short tons) and maximum exports of 
non-participating countries of about 600,000 
tons (661,000 short tons). Initial export 
quotas for 1961 were, therefore, provision- 
ally allotted at 85% of basic export ton- 
nages, “thus bringing supply and demand 
into close statistical balance.” Also, plans 
were made to review the 1958 International 
Sugar Agreement at a conference in Mar. 
1961. The Council approved Ecuador's 
application for accession and considered 
Colombia's application. 

After the International Sugar Council 
had estimated its requirements, it was an- 
nounced that Red China had signed an 
agreement to buy one million tons of sugar 
from Cuba in 1961 in exchange for Chinese 
goods. 

World sugar production in the 1960/61 
crop year is estimated at 57,722,000 short 
tons, raw value, according to the Ú. S. De- 
partment of Agriculture. Last season's out- 
put was 53,539,000 tons. 

The Commonwealth Sugar Agreement 
has been extended through 1968. The 1961 
negotiated price covering 1,647,503 tons, 
will be £45/2/0 per ton, versus £44/8/10 
in 1960. 

Lawrence 
sion, U. $S. 
addressed the 


Myers, Director, 
Department of Agriculture, 
Cuban Chamber of Com- 
New York on November 15th. 
Excerpts from his speech are as follows:— 


Sugar Divi- 


merce in 
“It was indeed an honor for me to receive 
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an invitation through my friend Daniel 
Dyer to address this luncheon meeting. ... 
For the time being at least Cuba is not 
in a position to offer this country assurances 
of adequate and timely supplies at stabilized 
prices. Therefore, there no longer seems to 
be the same basis for continuing to pay her 
the quota premium. . . . Since it will be 
quite impossible for the new Congress to 
organize and pass basically new legislation 
in time to enable this country to obtain its 
requirements at the beginning of the second 
quarter of 1961, it seems obvious that some 
type of extension of the present legislation 
will be necessary to give Congress time in 
which to act. .. . Presumably .. . Congress 
will wish to leave the door open . . . in the 


event Cuba should again become free and 
. . Requests for new and addi- 
tional quotas to replace supplies from Cuba 


friendly. . 


may total around 4 to 5 million tons an- 
nually. . . .” (Dyer € Company estimates 
Cuba's normal share in 1961 would be 
about 3.2 million tons.) 


Sugar Prices—December 8, 1960 


Ex. Duty Raw Sugar N. Y. 
Average %6 Raw Sugar 

Jan. 1 to Dec. 8 
Refined Sugar Gross N. Y. 
$4 Raw Sugar (f.o.b.) Cuba 
Average %4 Sugar Jan. 1 to Dec. 8 


6.00* 


5.74 
9.40 
3.25 
3.13 


Futures 
Prices 
March 1961 

May 1961 


July 1961 
(*) Old Contract. 


Contract Contract 
H6* F4 
5.90 3.11 

RÁ 3.11 

3.05 


Contract 
FH7 
6.32 
6.39 
6.40 


The domestic sugar industry, including 
cane and beet growers and processors as 
well as cane refiners, presented the follow- 
ing views on new Sugar Act legislation to 
the U. S. Department of Agriculture Spe- 
cial Study Group:—The tariff program, 
which was employed prior to the 1934 Sugar 
Act, did not achieve stability of either price 
or supply; The Sugar Quota Program has 
succeeded in assuring adequate sugar sup- 
plies at stable prices; Cuba can no longer 
be relied on to supply the U. S., which re- 
quires the further strengthening of the 


domestic sugar industry; Refiners should 
be given more protection against foreign 
refined sugar imports; The price incentive 
in the quota system has been a prime reason 
for attracting supplies; and the sugar pro- 
gram should be extended several years. 

The N. Y. Coffee € Sugar Exchange, Inc. 
presented the following views to the Spe- 
cial Study Group:—Private trade channels 
should be utilized, thereby maximizing use 
of experienced sugar personnel and mini- 
mizing distribution expense; The Exchange 
opposes the purchase or sale of sugar by 
U. S. government agencies, except in time 
of war; and opposes any proposal to barter 
sugar with other countries. 1t urged that 
supplies be made available under condi- 
tions which would facilitate realistic pric- 
ing—with the trade volume necessary for 
hedging and determining true values. 

The Industrial Sugar Users Group, in- 
cluding Baking, Soft Drink, Ice Cream, 
Confectionery, Fruit Preserving and Choco- 
late industries, in their presentation stated 
that recent sugar legislation “. . . has been 
geared primarily to protect existing domes- 
tic producers the consumer usually 
came off second best. .. . Within South and 
Central American countries, and the British 
West Indies, it is believed that a major 
portion of the 3,200,000 tons presently sup- 
plied by Cuba, could be obtained. .. . We 
believe this (the Philippines) of 
supply should be exploited to as great an 
extent possible. . . .” They also suggested 
that the President be given flexible author- 
ity to assure the country of ample supplies. 
In conclusion, they suggested that the com- 
mittee explore a program of no quota con- 
trols whatsoever. 

The revised 6 duty-paid or duty-free 
futures contract was approved by members 
of the N. Y. Coffee € Sugar Exchange, and 
trading began on November 9th. Trading 
in Contract %+8 (world) is scheduled to 
start on December 15th, upon ratification 
by the Exchange members on December 
13th. Deliverable sugars may originate in 
Australia, Brazil, Dominican Republic, Fed- 
eration of West Indies, French Antilles, 
Haiti, Mauritius, Mexico, Peru, Republic of 
the Philippines, Reunion and Taiwan. 
Cuban which is deliverable under 
Contract *4, is excluded, but sugar from 


source 


sugar, 
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Now! Desugar Clarifier Scums and Muds Continuously 
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Continuous —sludge discharged around the clock, permitting uninter- 
rupted processing. 


High Throughput Capacity — without sacrificing clarification efficiency. 
Saves Space — requires only 18 square feet of floor area. 


In cane mills and refineries, “Big Sam” is increasing profits through greater 
sucrose recovery .. . Why not let “Big Sam” produce for you? 
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Cuba and other areas could be added later 
under the proposed By-Laws, B. W. Dyer 
€ Company points out. 


Severe Freeze Visits Louisiana 
New ORLEANS, La., DECEMBER 5, 1960: The 
first severe freeze of the season visited the 
Louisiana sugar district on November 24th, 
25th and 26th and temperatures several de- 
grees below freezing were recorded in all 
sections of the sugar belt. It is not known 
at this writing how much damage the crop 
has suffered but it seems a certainty that 
the bud of the cane has been killed. This 
means of course that there probably will 
be no further improvement in the crop. 
It will be recalled, however, that killing 
freezes visited the Louisiana sugar district 
on November 8th and again during the third 
week of November last year without dis- 
results. Grinding this 
year have been ideal as far as clear, dry 
weather is concerned and if these ideal har- 
vesting conditions continue to prevail it is 
highly possible that the present crop will 
be completed with very little actual loss. 
A few Louisiana sugar mills will complete 
their operations hy the middle of Decem- 
ber. These seem to be almost certain to 
finish without trouble. It is necessary to 
await developments before it will be known 
whether the later grinding mills will run 
into any difficulty with souring cane. 


astrous conditions 


While on the subject of harvesting it is 
interesting to note that four 
experimental cane harvesters undergoing 
tests in Louisiana this season. Two of these 
harvesters are in their season of 
tests and the other two are new to Louisi- 
ana. 


there are 


second 


The machine known as the “Cary Com- 
bine” is a product of the Cary Iron Works 
of Opeloussas, Louisiana. It cuts the canes 
into twenty-one inch pieces and cleans and 
loads these into a tractor-drawn 
wagon pulled alongside the harvester. Re- 
ports indicate that the “ground loss” with 
this machine is more than it should be and 
apparently cutting the cane into short pieces 


pieces 


causes some loss in sucrose. Its makers are 
very confident however that the “bugs” will 
eventually be removed and that this ma- 
chine will be of considerable value to the 
Louisiana sugarcane We 
this belief. 

The other “old” experimental machine 
is the U.S.D.A. harvester which Mr. Russel 
Ramp, engineer in charge of this U.S.D.A. 
project, has practically rebuilt this year 
under the guidance of the Farm Machinery 
Advisory Committee of the American Sugar 
Cane League. This machine is now called a 
“mobile laboratory” by the people who are 
working with it and it will be used to de- 
velop various devices suitable for use on 
commercial harvesters. This harvester has 
what will probably be a satis- 
factory cleaning device and it features the 
loading of full-length, clean cane into a 
wagon drawn by the harvester. 


farmers. share 


prove to 
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The J. € L. Engineering Co. of Jeanerette, 
La. are trying out a new harvester in Louisi- 
ana this year, which, if successful, is des- 
tined for use in Puerto Rico. Its develop- 
ment is being sponsored by the Association 
of Sugar Producers of Puerto Rico, the 
University of Puerto Rico Experiment Sta- 
tion and the J. € L. Engineering Co. 

The J. € L. machine cuts and loads full. 
length cane directly into a tractor drawn 
wagon pulled alongside the harvester. Cane 
in Puerto Rico is burned in the field and 
the harvester, at present, has no device for 
cleaning cane. We understand, however, that 
long term plans call for the incorporation 
of a cleaning device when the cutting and 
loading features of the machine are per- 
fected. 

The other machine new to Louisiana is 
the Massey-Ferguson combine, developed in 
Australia by the Massey-Ferguson Co. This 
machine is attached to a conventional 
Massey-Ferguson tractor and has an esti- 
mated cutting capacity of a hundred tons 
of cane a day. 

Reports on this machine indicate that it 
is at present too light for Louisiana condi- 
tions. Like the Cary Combine, it cuts the 
cane into short pieces which are loaded 
directly into wagons drawn alongside the 
harvester. There is no device for removing 
leaves from the cane. The machine is being 
shipped to Florida for further testing this 
year. 


Improved Techniques for 
Puerto Rico 


San Juan, Nov. 30: Fajardo Eastern Sugar 
Co., a trust that operates five sugar mills, 
namely: Fajardo, Cayey, Canóvanas, Santa 
Juana and Juncos, is about to close a deal 
with C. Brewer € Co. from Hawaii. For 
more than three months legal matters per- 
taining to the transfer of ownership have 
been under discussion, but it is expected 
that within a short time change of control 
will take place. In the sugar industry cir- 
cles of the island great interest has been 
shown in this transaction inasmuch as C. 
Brewer € Co. from Hawaii may eventually 
introduce into the island improved tech- 
niques and highly mechanized methods 
which are so badly needed by the local 
sugar industry. It is well known that the 
agricultural phase of the Puerto Rican 
sugar industry has been suffering from a 
slump during the last four years when 
yields have been low and production below 
average. 

Grace International, S. A. a subsidiary of 
W. R. Grace and Co., has acquired con- 
trolling interests of González Chemical In- 
dustries, Inc. and has changed its name to 
Caribe Nitrogen Corporation, as officially 
announced by William J. Hadde, president 
of Grace Chemical Division. Caribe Nitro- 
gen Corporation operates a chemical plant 
for the production of ammonia gas, sulfuric 


acid and sulfate of ammonia. It is the larg- 
est chemical plant in the island and it was 
constructed at a cost of more than 12 mil- 
lion dollars. This plant was designed and 
constructed by Lummus Co. of New York 
in 1956. The purpose of the establishment 
of this plant was to provide basic chemical 
products needed by the local industry and 
agriculture. The designed capacity of the 
plant is for the daily production of 125 tons 
of ammonia gas, and 350 tons of sulfuric 
acid that when combined will produce more 
than 400 tons of sulfate of ammonia. The 
plant uses crude oil as basic raw material 
and the process of partial oxidation from 
Texaco for the manufacture of ammonia. 
W. R. Grace and Co. uses this same process 
in its 300 ton plant of Memphis, Tennes- 
see, but it uses natural gas as basic raw 
material. The Puerto Rican plant has an 
extra capacity for the production of aqua 
ammonia and sulfuric acid that have many 
industrial applications in the island. The 
sulfuric acid is used in the manufacture of 
paper from sugarcane bagasse. W. R. Grace 
operates also in the island the following 
other enterprises, namely: International 
Metalloids for the manufacture of silicates 
of high purity; the paper plant at Arecibo 
that uses bagasse from the nearby sugar 
mills, and the Puerto Rico Container Cor- 
poration that manufactures a great variety 
of carton containers. 


Several sugar mills have made plans to 
start the grinding season at an earlier date 
this year. The main objective is to hasten the 
harvest to prevent its extension through the 
rainy season of May, June and July. This 
early start will also make better use of the 
available hand labor inasmuch as late in 
the campaign a large number of the labor 
force migrates to the states for harvesting 
vegetables. This migration of laborers starts 
in April and is stronger during the months 
of May and June. A few sugar mills like 
Central Coloso, Mercedita and San Vicente 
were expected to start grinding early in 
December. 


The total income from agriculture during 
the year 1959-60 amounted to $236 million 
according to recent statistics published by 
the Department of Agriculture and Com- 
merce. This amount represented an increase 
of $18.1 million compared to the farm in- 
come received in the previous year of 
1958-59. The sugar cane crop was responsi- 
ble for an income of $86 million with a 
very close competitor in animal products 
whose income totalled $85.7 million. The 
farm income from coflee amounted to $20 
million, from tobacco $9 million and from 
vegetables $12.8 million. 


The United States Department of Agri- 


culture announced that there shall be no 
restrictions for marketing the 1960-61 sugar 
cane crop of Puerto Rico. There shall be 
no limitations imposed on individual sugar- 


SUGAR y AZÚCAR 





cane growers because it is expected that 
the production of the coming crop shall 
fall short again from the allotted marketing 
quotas for the continental and local mar- 
ket. The present marketing sugar quota of 
the island is 1,307,000 tons of sugar which 
is equivalent to 13% of the annual national 
quota of 10,400,000 tons. Since 1956 when 
production amounted to 1,137,000 tons, the 
island has not been able to produce its au- 
thorized sugar quota. 


The local Chamber of Commerce, under 
the presidency of Francisco López Domin- 
guez a former director of the Agricultural 
Experiment Station, is sponsoring a vigor- 
ous program to rehabilitate the sugar in- 
dustry and improve its declining production. 
This organization is conducting an island 
wide study of the sugar industry for the 
purpose of obtaining factual information 
needed to start a rehabilitation compaign. 
Recently a meeting was held in San Juan 
with the participation of prominent repre- 
sentatives of the sugar industry and from 
the Sugar Technologists Association in 
which took place a general discussion of 
the problems affecting the industry. 


The Department of Agriculture and Com- 
merce states that a total of $995,655 was 
paid to sugar cane growers as incentives 
for the spring plantings made this year. The 


total amount of 23,800 acres of cane was 
planted of which 19,900 acres received the 
incentive payments. These payments were 
made to 5,517 cane growers of less than 
300 acres; however, the program has also 
been now extended to growers of a larger 
acreage. 


HSPA Annual Meeting 


HoxnoLuLu, Dec. 2: Congressman Harold 
D. Cooley, chairman of the U.S. House of 
Representatives” agricultural committee was 
the guest speaker at the 80th annual meet- 
ing of the Hawaiian Sugar Planters' Assn., 
held in Honolulu December 6-8. 

Congressman Cooley has been chairman 
of the House agricultural committee, which 
handles sugar legislation, for five terms. 
He is a senior member of the Congress, a 
Democrat, and from North Carolina. Mr. 
Cooley was first elected to Congress in 1934 
and has been reelected in each succeeding 
session. 

HSPA president, James H. Tabor, pre- 
sided over the annual meeting. 

Donald MacLean, president of the Cali. 
fornia € Hawaiian Sugar Refining Corp.— 
which is wholly owned by Hawaiian sugar 
plantations and does the refining and sales 
for all Hawaiian sugar—reported on the 
year at C8H. 

Sanford L. Platt, HSPA vice president and 


head of the association's Washington office, 
and Dr. L. D. Baver, HSPA Experiment 
Station director, were both opening day 
speakers. 

The Hawaiian sugar industry faces heavy 
demands from the union for increased 
wages and other expense items in negotia- 
tions this month. The present contract with 
the International Longshoremen's and 
Warehousemen's Union expires on January 
31. 

The union has asked for a wage increase 
of 15€ per hour. In addition, the labor 
leaders demand drastic changes in the 
medical plan, of which the plantations now 
pay about two-thirds of the cost. Included 
in the demands is that the entire cost be 
borne by sugar companies; that employees 
be covered by the plan whether they are 
at the plantation or not; that dental care 
be included; congenital deformities be cov- 
ered; union to have say on any changes in 
company dispensary facilities and that the 
panel of medical specialists be selected by 
mutual agreement of union and company— 
instead of by company doctor, as at present. 

The Hawaiian industry suflered a 126- 
day strike by the union in 1958 which will 
eventually cost the industry more than $50 
million, according to union estimates. 

Malcolm McNaughton, president of Cas- 
tle £ Cooke, one of the Big Five sugar fac- 
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tors in Hawaii, told Hawaiian Sugar Tech- 
nologists recently, “without a reasonable 
profit there just does not have to be a 
sugar business in Hawaii.” He gave labor's 
attitude as one reason why new methods 
fail to reduce costs. 


A fight is being made in Hawaii to pre- 
vent the organization of plantation super- 
visors into a foremen's union. The organiz- 
ing effort has not been fully revealed as 
yet, but apparently talk of the need for 
such a union was started some months ago 
when a subsidiary of the Hawaiian Com- 
mercial € Sugar Co. laid off a number of 
employees in a cutback. Union men laid 
off were given the privilege, under the labor 
contract, to “bump” less senior men out 
of their jobs. Supervisors do not have such 
privileges, but were given separation pay 
commensurate with length of service. 

Action was taken by sugar companies 
on the Island of Maui, where organizing 
talk started, to notify their supervisors that 
they will fight any attempt to form such a 
union. Attention was called to the fact that 
supervisors are denied the protection given 
workers, under U.S. laws, to form unions. 


Hawaiian Commercial € Sugar Co., lo- 
cated on the Island of Maui, has announced 
that by mid-1961 they will close all their 
remaining  plantation and whole- 
saling departments. 

Approximately 70 employees of Ag8B 
Commercial Co., the HC8S subsidiary, will 
be affected. All have been advised to look 
for new employment. Many are expected to 
take advantage of early retirement offered 
and severance payments will be made to 
those who lose their jobs. 

The union immediately demanded extra 
severance pay. They are asking that each 
worker be paid two weeks wages for each 
year of service. This would replace the 
union contract provision which calls for 
10 days wages for up to five years work, 
then a week's pay for each additional year 
of work. 


stores 


American Factors, Ltd. has run into a 
legal fight to acquire complete control of 
Pioneer Mill Co. through a stock exchange. 
American Factors already owns 58% of 
the company. 

Mrs. Harriet Bouslog Sawyer, long iden- 
tified with union labor cases, owns 3,000 
of 250,000 shares of Pioneer Mill stock. 
She asked for an injunction against hold- 
ing a stockholders meeting to consider the 
exchange of shares between the two com- 
panies. Mrs. Sawyer alleged that incorrect 
proxy statements were sent to Pioneer Mill 
stockholders and that the statements did 
not reflect the true value of the company. 
American Factors” officers denied these 
charges. 


Heavy rains on the Island of Hawaii were 
blamed for the surge of water that broke 
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a dam and sent 5 million gallons of water 
cascading down a cinder road to flood the 
Pepeekeo Sugar Co. mill, main warehouse 
and welding and machine shops. Water was 
19 to 24 inches deep throughout. It was esti- 
mated that the plantation would be closed 
for at least two weeks for repairs. 

Pepeekeo was strike-idled at the time 
of the water troubles. The local union 
leader at the plantation, who is a company 
mechanic, was suspended by Manager L. $. 
McLane. This was reported to be linked 
with the refusal of a seed unloader to per- 
form his assigned job. 


Dr. H. Wayne Hilton, Hawaiian Sugar 
Planters* Assn. Experiment Station prin- 
cipal chemist, says that the production of 
particle board from bagasse is technically 
feasible. He says present needs of Hawaii 
for this product can be met by a 40-ton 
per day capacity plant, using one shift 
operation. 

Preliminary cost estimate for such a plant 
is about $121% million. Estimated manu- 
facturing cost for 14 inch board is $76 per 
1,000 square feet. 


A collapsible tubular dam has been put 
on top of a spillway by Waialua Agricul- 
tural Co., to add 500 million gallons more 
water to present capacity of the reservoir. 

The dam is a water inflated flexible tube, 
anchored to the concrete spillway. It rises 
to about five feet in height when fully ex- 
panded. In case of a flood, the dam will 
be gradually deflated. The tube will again 
be reinflated for conservation of water as 
flood conditions subside. The dam is made 
of nylon fabric reinforced with neoprene, 
a product well known for its excellent me- 
chanical and weathering characteristics. 


Brazil Improves Export Position 


Rio DE Janeiro, Nov. 25: The Sao Paulo 
industry estimates that the value of Brazil's 
exports of sugar and alcohol will reach 
$75.5 million this year, Cuba's political 
disorders having enabled this country to 
compete under more equal conditions in 
world markets. Some disappointment has 
been caused, however, by the failure, owing 
to unforeseen circumstances, to secure the 
larger orders which were expected to be 
forthcoming from North American im- 
porters. Exports to U.S.A. amounted to 
only 100,100 short tons by the end of Oc- 
tober. On the other hand sales to other 
nations had then reached the high figure 
of 834,900 short tons, of which only some 
100,000 tons still remained to be shipped. 

The total revenue from these exports will 
amount to $67,883,600 this year, as com- 
pared with $42,772,000 in 1959, when ex- 
ports totalled 678,279 tons. Prices this year 
per ton, F.O.B. Brazilian ports, have aver- 
aged $75 for 760,000 tons shipped to the 
free world market and $119.60 for 100,100 
tons exported to North America. 


Telegrams from London announced 
towards the end of November that the 
Sugar Institute had sold a further six con- 
signments of sugar to American buyers, to 
be shipped in December. The sugar in ques- 
tion is reported to be destined to Japan and 
to have been bought at $68 per long ton. 

As regards the prospects for exports next 
year much will depend on an early decision 
by American importers as to their probable 
demands. Brazil could, if necessary, pro- 
duce sufficient to leave a surplus of 1,300,- 
000 short tons for exportation and 300,000 
could be available for the American market 
during the first three months of 1961. 

The possibilities were discussed with Mr. 
Ezra Benson during his recent visit to Rio. 
Nothing could be anticipated at the mo- 
ment, he said, as the Sugar Act would ex- 
pire in March next, but he thought Brazil's 
interests would be sympathetically 
sidered. 

Sao Paulo has exported 38 million litres 
of 96” G.L. alcohol this year, United States 
and Sweden being the biggest buyers; 25,- 
186,988 litres had been shipped to the 
former by the end of October. A further 15 
million litres are now awaiting shipment 
and exporters predict that the value of 
this year's sales will reach the record figure 
of $5.650,000. In November Sao Paulo dis- 
tillers were authorized to ship tri-rectified 
alcohol to U.S.A. for use in preparing 
medicines and alcoholic drinks. 

By the end of October Pernambuco had 
exported 43 million litres of hydrated alco- 
hol and two additional consignments of 6 
million each were then awaiting shipment. 


con- 


The Sugar and Alcohol Institute advises 
that at the end of the fourth month of the 
1960-61 Brazil's production had 
reached 1,540,378 short tons, or 1.4% more 
than at the same date last year, consump- 
tion 946,550 tons, an increase of 11%, 
while stocks on hand were 3% higher this 
year than in 1959. At the date under re- 
view the mills had produced 42.1% of 
their established quotas in the 
season and 45.2% in 1959-60. 


season 


current 


A network of 300 co-operative fields, dis- 
tributed over ten Brazilian States, is cul- 
tivating new varieties of cane of higher pro- 
ductive power than those in present use 
and more resistant to disease and insect 
pests. Competitions are being held to ascer- 
tain which variety gives the best result in 
each State as regards yield per unit of 
area and richness in sugar. Experiments are 
also being carried out with various fungi- 
cides and insecticides and the results widely 
publicized. Yields of 35 to 44 short tons 
per acre are said to be obtained on many 
of the co-operative fields. The latest figures 
published by the Production Statistical 
Service quotes the following average yields 
in short tons per acre in 1959: North-east 
Brazil, 17.3; Rio de Janeiro, 19.1; Sao 
Paulo, 22.2. 
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Mill Adjustment and Control 





Broader Use of Top Roll Movement Indicators 


Al 
I oP roll movement indicators are judged 
too often by their more obvious and re- 
stricted applications: To denote the lift of 
the top roll of a mill and whether the top 
roll is level. The value of these devices is 
far greater. They can be used: To check 
and to serve as guides to correct the settings 
of mill rolls, to establish a 
milling, and under certain conditions to 
indicate the variation in the fiber of the 
sugar cane. The lack of interest and care in 
their installation has impaired or nullified 
their usefulness in a number of cases, 

The top roll movement 
which reference is made here, are illus- 
trated schematically in Figures “A,” “B,” 


control over 


indicators, to 


Louis Cusachs 


Edwards Engineering Corporation 


“C” and “D” of the sketch. All have one 
element fastened to the top brass of a mill, 
the indicator proper is fixed on, near, or 
above the edge of the top cap of the mill. 
The last three make use of stiff 
linkages between the sensing and the in- 
dicating elements, whereas type “A” em- 
ploys wire, cable, a sheave and a spring. 


ty pes 


This type does effect linear response where- 
as the other three types are accurate for 
small angular displacements of the pointers, 
the deviations increase as the angular dis- 
placements become larger. The indirect 
means of obtaining the lift of top rolls, e.g.. 
from the movement of weight accumulators, 
are unreliable and are often misleading. 


The calculations of the settings of the 
mill rolls and turnplate, or trash bar of a 
mill are based on assumptions of the aver- 
age lift of the top roll and of the com- 
position of the sugar cane or bagasse. After 
milling operations have been established, 
it is a simple matter with the indicators 
and the analysis of the cane or bagasse, to 
determine if the mill setting is correct or 
if the composition of the cane (fiber as 
the criterion) corresponds to that used in 
the calculations. If the lift of the top roll 
of a mill is changed to correspond to the 
assumed value, it has been found that the 
mill work is improved in many cases. 
Barring gross errors in calculations, when 
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CALDERAS BABCOCK 
USADAS DE TUBOS RECTOS CABEZALES ACERO 
ESPECIALES INGENIO CON HORNO BAGAZO 
ESPECIAL VENDEMOS. 


ARG CHEMICAL MACHINERY S.A. 
507 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 





DIESEL LOCOMOTIVES £ CORLISS ENGINE 
9 GE Std Ga. 20, 25, 44, 65, 80 £ 100 ton 
12—1000, 1500 £ 3000 HP Frt Locos. 
9—24 in., 30 in., 36 in., 42 in., ga. Locomotives 
26 x 42 Hamilton Corliss Engine 
25 ton inducolal Diesel Loco Crane 60' Boom 


C. STANHOPE, INC. 
60 E. dnd St., New York 17, N. Y. 














BOILERS 


TURBOGENERATORS, PUMPS, FANS 
Nation Largest Inventory 


New £ Used 


WABASH 
POWER EQUIPMENT CO. 


3300 W. PETERSON, CHICAGO 45, ILL. 
INDEPENDENCE 3-0303 £ 04 


CHAINBELT ' 
AIN COMPANY LTD. 
DERBY - ENGLAND 
CARRIER CHAINS 


in corrosion-resistant 
malleable iron 


Steel chains up to 140, uN 
lb. breaking strength 


ROY J. LEFFINGWELL 


Public Relations Consultant, specializing in the 
sugar industry 


Personnel services for sugar companies, Merchan- 
dise services for manufacturers. 


116 South King Street Honolulu, Hawall 

















Money Savers—From Stock 


CENTRIFUGALS 

EVAPORATORS 

FILTERS 

GRANULATORS 

HEAT EXCHANGERS 

CRUSHERS——PUMPS 

TANKS—-—BINS 

BOILERS——TURBO SETS 
Send for booklet 


HEAT 2 POWER f%: 


60 East 42nd St., New York 17, N. Y. 





FOR SALE 


Que. a Evaperators 17,000 sq, ft, with 
ft, Anishing pans, 

ra xd Cast iron Filter Presses. 

2—49- Centritugaso $.8. Self Discharging Baskets, 
0” Western State Centrifugals 1800 rpm, 316 
8 3. Baskets. 

8—Vallez £ Sweetiand Filters up to 720 sq. ft. 
ugar Dryers 310” x 16 to 6” x 24” 

5—Corliss Engines 18” x 36” to 2. x 48”. 


BOILERS, TURBO e DRYERS, ENGINES, 


Partial List Only—Your inquiries Solleited 


E FE ] L EQUIPMENT 


COMPANY 
35-39 Jabez St., Newark 5, N. J. 
Tel: Market 3-7420 


IMMEDIATE SHIPMENT 
At Regular Prices 


GENERAL MOTORS POWERED 
DIESEL GENERATORS 


DIESEL ENGINES 
SPARE PARTS 


LOGAN PERKINS 
Sugar Machinery 
International Trade Mart 
New Orleans, U.S.A. 























LIQUIDATING SURPLUS 
EQUIPMENT 


Sweetland FF 12 filters with 72 stainless steel 
leaves. Western States type 316 SS 40” 
Centrifuges complete w/40 HP motors. 
Built 1953 at cost of $18,000,00. Will 
sacrifice. Details upon request. 


R. GELB £ SONS, INC. 
US22, UNION, N. J.  MUrdock 6-4900 





COMPRESORES—BOMBAS AL 
VACIO 
1902 AMERICAN 1961 
Lo Mejor en Reconstrucciones 


Vac. 66 x 5 IR-V 
100 PSI 7 x 7 Ingersoll ES-1 
I E 


Vacuum 12 x 
75 PSI 10 x $ Ing. ES-1 
100 PSI 10 x 9 Joy WG-9 
Vacuum 14 x 7 Worth € Chicago 
100 PSI 12 x 11 Ing. € Chicago 
100 PSI 14 x 12 . A. ER-1 
100 PSI 15-94 x 12 » 
CFM 100 PSI 14 x 13 Worth. HB £ Ing. 
Vacuum 18 x 7 Ing. ES-1 
Vacuum 17 x 7 Joy WGV-9 
CFM Vacuum 22 x 9 Ing. Rand—Ch. Pn 
5 CFM 100 PSI Fuller C300-300H 300 
HP Syn Motor 3-60-440 8PF 
CFM Vacuum 23x13 Ing. ES-1 
1882 CFM Vac. 28 x 10 Penn. 7A 
:. 26 x 11 Worth. HB 
CFM Vacuum 31 x 13 Ine. ES—Worth 
3780 CFM Vac. 26 x 12 CP. ODE (3) 


American Air Compressor Corp. 
áBth £ “S' Streets, North Bergen, New Jersey, E.U.A. 





E. C. MASSON 


Membor A.S.M.E. 
Consulting Engineer 


CANE SUGAR MILLS £ REFINERIES 


Engineering £ Construction — Expansion 4 
improvements 
FACTORY AUTOMATION. 
e...“ 
MIAMI 45, FLORIDA, U.S.A. 


P. O. Box 45-484 Telephone: 
Cables: NOSSAM Highland 3-3025 











E. A. ROSE, INC. 


Consulting Engineers 


COMPLETE 
SUGAR 
FACTORIES 


LEE CIRCLE BUILDING 
NEW ORLEANS, U.S.A. 











NON-CONDENSING TURBINE GENERATORS 
In our stock-—-Ready for delivery 


1—2500 KW Westinghouse—125 PSIG. 2300 volts 
1—1250 KW General Electric—175 PSIG, 600 volts 
1—1000 KW Allis-Chalmers—150 PSIG, 2300 volts 
2—1000 KW Worthington—150 PSIG, 480 volts 

1— 750 KW General Electric—160 PSIG, 480 volts 
1— 750 KW Westinghouse—200 PSIG, 480 volts 
1— 500 KW Allis-Chalmers—200 PSIG, 480 volts 
1— 500 KW General Electric—125 PSIG, 480 volts 
1— 350 KW General Electric—-140 PSIG, 2300 volts 


Many others available—Send for complete information 


CHARLES WEAVER., INC. 


Phone: 
BRoadway 3-1900 


19701 James Couzens Hwy. 
Detroit 35, Michigan 











BOILERS 


HI-PRESSURE 
TURBOGENERATORS 
PUMPS 
FANS 
Nation's largest inventory, 
New 8 Used 
INDECK 
POWER EQUIPMENT CO. 


9750 Skokie Blvd., Chicago (Skokie) 1. 
OR 3-7666 








SUGAR y AZÚCAR 








WANTED 
CHIEF CHEMIST . . . for a cane sugar factory, 
East Republic Congo (before Belgian Congo), 
fully qualified. Apply with full particulars of 
background and experience to Sucraf, 68, av. 
de France, Anvers (Belgique. 








POSITION WANTED 
Agriculturisth, Manager, excellent references. Wide 
experience Hawail and Cuba, administrative and 
field management, cane research, cane  haul, 
fertilizer, irrigation harvesting, spraying, borer 
and weed control methods. Available for any 
area. Age 50, U. S. Citizen, married. Write, 
Box ¿819 
York 20, N 


soga y Azucar, 604 Fifth Ave., New 








POSITION WANTED 


Manager-Engineer, 19 years experience in the 
Cuban Sugar Industry. Seeks position in any area. 
Age 40, married, perfect English and Spanish edu- 
cated in USA. Available immediately. Highest 
recommendations. Write Box 32820, Sugar y Azucar, 
604 Fifth Ave., New York 20, N. Y. 








POSITION WANTED 
Manager: 10 Years Experience Cuban Sugar In- 
dustry, Manager Of 9,000 Ton Mill, Broad Experience 
General Administration Of Sugar Mill, Sugar Cane 
Field Management And Cattle. Speak English And 
Spanish Fluently. Available And Willing To Relocate 
Outside United States. Age 40, U. S. Citizen, Married, 


Write Sugar y Azucar, 
Box 3821, New York 20, N. Y. 








POSITION WANTED 

Field Superintendent, over 25 years in cane produc- 
tion on large mill-owned operation. Managed 
17,000 acres cane, Supervised operations 100 tractors. 
Developed new lands. Fluent correct Spanish: 
correspondence both languages, American, Write 
Sugar y Azucar, Box 32822, 604 Fifth Ave. New York 
20, N. Y. 











the observed lift of a top roll is greater 
than the one which was assumed in the 
calculations, a higher fiber content in the 
sugar cane is usually the cause. This was 
observed when sugar cane was not harvested 
during a grinding season and was left for 
the following campaign. 

When sugar cane is ground at a fixed 
tonnage rate, the lifts of the top rolls will 
increase or decrease with the fiber content 
of the sugar cane. By maintaining the same 
lift of the top rolls, constant grinding rates 
of tons of fiber can be established, provid- 
ing other milling conditions remain un- 
changed. In countries where the fiber con- 
tent of the sugar cane is variable, this con- 
sideration is of importance. 

While it is often possible to improve mill- 
ing results by adjusting the lift of the top 
rolls to the lift assumed in the calculations 
of the mill roll settings, it is also possible 
to determine the optimum lift for any mill 
setting. Samples of bagasse and mill roll 
juices are taken at different lifts of the top 
roll, Comparative analyses of the samples 
will disclose the most effective lift of the 
top roll if the composition of the sugar 
cane has not changed while all the different 
sets of samples are taken. The lift of the 
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top roll can be varied by changing the ap- 
plied hydraulic pressure, or in the case of 
individual mill drives, by altering the speed 
of the corresponding motor, engine or tur- 
bine, within certain limits. Too large or too 
small lifts require a change in the mill 
setting to obtain the desired lift without ap- 
proaching too closely the maximum allow- 
able lift or without having the top roll too 
close to its point of rest. 

Far too frequently the lift of a top roll 
depends primarily on the opening between 
the top roll and either (1) the front roll, 
or (2) the turnplate or trash bar, or (3) 
the back roll. The effect of (3) the back 
roll opening, can be determined with the 
least amount of lost time, by recording the 
lift of the top roll when the back roll has 
been moved (a) towards, then (b) away 
from, the top roll. Such movement need not 
be more than 15”. If the lift of the top roll 
increases when the back roll is moved (a) 
in, and decreases when the back roll is 
moved (b) out, from its original position, 
the opening between the top roll and the 
back roll is the determining factor in the 
lift of the top roll. Due care must be taken 
to adjust the mill roll scrapers after each 
change in position of the back roll. 

Similarly, the effect of the position of the 
front roll can be determined. Much more 
time is required in the additional adjust- 
ment of the turnplate or trash bar after 
each change in position of the front roll. 
The adjustments of the scrapers of the top 
and back rolls should be verified and 
changed also, if necessary. 

If the lifts are not caused primarily by 
the position of the front and back rolls, 
the fault rests on the setting of the turn- 
plate or trash bar. This can be verified by 
stopping the mill (as well as the other mills 
in the train) while normal grinding is in 
progress with the lift of the top roll duly 
recorded with the hydraulic pressure which 
is being applied. The hydraulic pressure is 
released. The front and back rolls are 
moved away from the top roll, then the 
same hydraulic pressure as before is ap- 
plied. If the lift of the top roll is substan- 
tially the same as during grinding, the 
turnplate is responsible for the lift of the 
top roll. Before making this test, it must 
be known that the condition of the mill and 
the turnplate and its support can withstand 
the force from the hydraulic pressure. No 
difficulty is encountered when turnplates 
and supports have high tensile strength. 
This is the procedure which was employed 
by Mr. J. J. Munson to determine the force 
to which turnplates are subjected. 

The mill roll settings approach the ideal 
when the differences in the analyses of the 
samples of bagasse and mill roll juices are 
not large for different lifts of the top roll, 
and the top roll has active vertical move- 
ment under the fullest range of permissible 
applied hydraulic pressures. In making tests 
of mills the moisture in the samples of 
bagasse often can serve as the criterion for 


the initial corrections in the adjustments ol 
the mills, In the final stages, individual mill 
extractions should be made to determine the 
best results obtainable from the mills. 

The differential pressure between the 
rams of a mill, which is required to main- 
tain the top roll substantially level, is a 
useful indication of the condition of the 
mill. Differential pressures in excess of 700 
psi should suggest very careful examina- 
tions of rolls, alignments and wear, the 
condition of brasses, couplings, coupling 
shafts and even of the alignment of the 
mill housings. Differential pressures of 200 
psi are not uncommon, and of 500 psi 
are not too unusual. No consistent pattern 
has been found for greater hydraulic pres- 
sures to be applied to the coupling side 
ram or to the offside ram, although almost 
without exception it has been found neces- 
sary to apply more pressure in the ram on 
one side of the top roll than in the ram 
on the other side of the top roll, to level 
the top roll. The top roll movement indica- 
tors serve well for this purpose, in addition 
the freedom with which the pointers of the 
indicators move reflect the freedom of move- 
ment of the top brasses, mill cap ram pis- 
tons and naturally of the top roll itself. 

The preceding observations are due to the 
opportunities which were given to the writer 
by certain factory officials and engineers 
during the mill inspections and tests over 
a period of several years. Acknowledgment 
is made to these gentlemen for their cour- 
tesies and cooperation, and to Mr. L. W. 
Gee for the sketch to illustrate the types of 
roll movement indicators. 


Sugar y Azucar Personnel 
Service Has New Offices 


Sugar y Azucar Personnel Service has 
new, and expanded, offices in Honolulu, 
Hawaii. 

The office, operated by Lefingwell/Asso- 
ciates, is now located in suite 411 of the 
new Queen Street Building, 235 South 
Queen Street, Honolulu. This recently con- 
structed seven-story building, completely 
air conditioned, is located near the center 
of the sugar industry headquarters in the 
capital city of Hawaii. 
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PARA TAIWAN... 


las primeras tres de sesenta centrífugas de 48” x 30”, 1200 
RPM, para la Taiwan Sugar Corporation, fotografiadas en 
nuestros talleres durante pruebas de los motores y me- 


canismos de regulación. 


Las centrífugas serán instaladas en la fábrica de Towliu 
sobre bases construidas en Taiwan de acuerdo con nuestras 


especificaciones. 


BROADBDENS 


THOMAS BROADBENT «< SONS LTD. * CENTRAL IRON WORKS *+ HUDDERSFIELD * INGLATERRA 


El mayor fabricante del mundo dedicado a centrífugas industriales exclusivamente 


Teléfono 5520-5 Telegramas: BROADBENT HUDDERSFIELD 
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Perspectivas Azucareras Para 1961 


Por Alexander C. Muir, 
Gerente, Dpto. de Estudios y Estadística, B. W. Dyer € Company 


Rosa. y la China Roja han echado mucha 
azúcar á su embrujado ponche y el mundo 
entero se maravilla y pregunta como podrán 
digerirlo. Si no fuera por ésta incertidumbre, 
más las dudas sobre la capacidad de Cuba 
para moler en forma completa su próxima 
zafra, sería razonable esperar, que con la 
gran expansión pronosticada en los sobrantes 
mundiales de azúcar, los precios bajarían á 
menos de tres centavos por libra en 1961. 
En realidad las cotizaciones futuras en Lon- 
dres para 1961, ajustadas á base de Cuba, 
son bastante por debajo de ese nivel en la 
última parte de 1960. 

La producción azucarera mundial para el 
año-cosecha de 1960-61 se estima en 57.- 
722,000 toneladas cortas, valor en crudos. 
comparada con 53,539,000 toneladas el últi- 
mo año, segun datos del Departamento de 
Agricultura de los EE. UU. La producción 
de azúcar de caña presenta un aumento de 
500,000 toneladas; y la de azúcar de re- 
molacha, especialmente en Europa un in- 
cremento alrededor de 4,000,000 de tone- 
ladas; ambos en comparación con el año- 
cosecha de 1959-60. La producción de Cuba 
se estima en 5,800,000 toneladas cortas 
contra 6,462,000 toneladas en la última 
zafra. Se espera la declinación de la pro- 
ducción Cubana “por dudas sobre mercados 
disponibles y debido á problemas de pro- 
ducción relacionados con cambios adminis- 
trativos, mantenimiento incompleto de las 
fábricas azucareras é inadecuado cultivo.” 
Se estima la producción de Rusia 1,300,000 
toneladas mayor que la anterior. 

En Diciembre primero, en Ciudad México, 
el Consejo Internacional Azucarero confirmó 
los aumentos de producción al reducir pro- 
visionalmente las cuotas básicas de expor- 
tación un 15% para 1961. Las necesidades 
del mercado libre para 1961 son estimadas 
alrededor de 7 millones de toneladas cortas 
y las ofertas sobre un millón de toneladas 
más altas. 

F. O. Licht, la notable autoridad azu- 
carera alemana, estimaba en Diciembre úl- 
timo la producción mundial alrededor de 
59.9 millones de toneladas cortas, valor en 
erudos; contra 55.5 millones de toneladas 
cortas para el último año-cosecha. Aunque 
Licht, en la mencionada fecha, no presentó 
estimado del consumo mundial, sería normal 
esperar un incremento hasta unas 57.3 mil- 
lones de toneladas cortas para 1960/61. Sin 
embargo la demanda fácilmente pudiera ser 
mas alta si la esfera Soviética promueve y 
empuja su consumo más allá de lo normal. 
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En todo caso, bien usando las cifras del 
Departamento de Agricultura ó los totales 
más amplios de Licht, el aparente sobrante 
mundial ha intensificado el arrebato por 
reemplazar los azúcares de Cuba en el mer- 
cado preferencial de los EE. UU. con prima 
en el precio. Además, los posibles cambios 
de política de la nueva administración y la 
necesidad de una legislación antes del final 
de Marzo, hacen muy difícil predecir el 
curso preciso de la actuación oficial sobre 
el programa azucarero. En consecuencia, 
aunque es obvio que existe un sobrante, los 
precios de los EE. UU. pueden mantenerse 
á niveles considerablemente más altos que 
los que corresponden á la posición esta- 
dística. 

En Noviembre 15 Lawrence Myers, Di- 
rector de la División Azucarera de los EE. 
UU. decía que Cuba no estaba en posición 
de ofrecer á los EE. UU. abastos y entregas 
adecuados á precios estabilizados; y por 
tanto no parece que existan la misma base y 
principios fundamentales para continuar 
pagando las primas de su cuota. Estima él 
que debido á la limitación de tiempo en el 
primer trimestre, el Congreso podría ex- 
tender la legislación en su forma presente y 
presumiblemente dejar la puerta abierta 
para la eventualidad de que Cuba vuelva á 
ser libre y amistosa. Tambien es muy prob- 
able que otros países pidan cuotas nuevas 
adicionales por 4 á 5 millones de toneladas 
para reemplazar los abastos de Cuba, as- 
cendentes á 3.2 millones de toneladas. 

A base de la legislación existente, en el 
primer trimestre de 1961 habrá que re- 
emplazar alrededor de 800,000 toneladas de 
azúcar si Cuba es excluída. Los Abastece- 
dores especificados en la legislación ex- 
istente, incluyendo á Filipinas, Taiwán, €. 
podrían suministrar por lo menos 600,000 
toneladas. Y el saldo de 200,000 toneladas 
puede ser llenado fácilmente por países 
como Brasil, Antillas Británicas y otros 
países latino-americanos, los cuales aparente- 
mente tienen un camino trillado actual- 
mente, política y logísticamente. 

La demanda doméstica normal en 1961 
se aproxima á 9,600,000 toneladas; pero el 
Gobierno bien puede fijar las necesidades 
de azúcar á un nivel más alto como medida 
de seguridad. Si se amplía la actual legis- 
lación parece que las áreas de abasto es- 
pecíficas sin-cuota pueden quedarse cortas 
en alrededor de un millón de toneladas al 
reemplazar el azúcar de Cuba en 1961. Sin 
embargo, otras áreas que no han sido es- 
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pecíificamente incluídas en la fórmula del 
Acta Azucarera, tales como Brasil, Africa 
del Sur, etc. han decho ofertas por más de 
tres millones de toneladas. 

El área de cultivo continental americana 
de caña y de remolacha no será restringida 
en 1961. El Presidente de la Asociación 
Azucarera de Remolacha de los EE. UU. 
Robert H. Shields, afirma que ésto prob- 
ablemente resultará en un aumento de 200,- 
000 á 250,000 toneladas sobre la producción 
esperada de azúcar de remolacha entre 2,- 
400,000 á 2,450,000 toneladas en 1960. Se 
estima en 670,009 toneladas la producción 
continental de azúcar de caña para 1960- 
1961, contra 615,000 para la ultima cosecha. 
El estimado para Puerto Rico en 1961 es de 
1,150,000 toneladas contra 1,019,000 en 
1960; y Hawaii 1,100,000 toneladas en 1961 
contra 930.000 el año último. 

En Septiembre 30 á solicitud de Cooley, 
(Demócrata, Carolina del Norte) Presidente 
del Comité Agrícola de la Cámara, el De- 
partamento de Agricultura designó un grupo 
para realizar estudios en conexión con la 
legislación azucarera. Dicho grupo realiza 
“un estudio sobre el azúcar y sus relaciones 
con nuestra economía nacional en el sen- 
tido más amplio y preparará un re- 
porte para el Comité Agrícola de la Cámara 
presentando las distintas alternativas que 
pueden considerarse sobre éste artículo de 
primera necesidad. 

La industria azucarera doméstica, inclu- 
yendo ambos sectores: campo y fábrica, con 
los cultivadores de caña y remolacha, y los 
fabricantes y refinadores; presentaron en 
Noviembre al citado grupo de estudio los 
siguientes puntos de vista: el programa de 
cuotas, que ha funcionado desde 1934, ha 
provisto un adecuado y seguro abasto de 
azúcar á precios estables, mientras que 
el programa anterior á base de tarifas había 
fallado; no se puede confiar más en Cuba 
como abastecedor de los EE. UU., por tanto 
la industria azucarera doméstica debe ser 
fortalecida; se debe dar más protección á 
los refinadores domésticos contra las impor- 
taciones de azúcar refino extranjero; el in- 
centivo del precio del sistema de cuotas ha 
sido el primer motivo para atraer los sumin- 
istros extranjeros y domésticos; y el pro- 
grama debe ampliarse por un tiempo razon- 
able (varios años). 

Por otra parte, los industriales que usan 
azúcar piensan que el sistema de cuotas 
pudiera no ser apropiado para futuras con- 
diciones y sugirieron “que la sorprendente 
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elasticidad y adaptabilidad de la libre em- 
presa” no deben ser pasadas por alto. Tam- 
bien señalaron que las áreas del Nordeste 
hacen frente á los abastos más inseguros y 
abogan por fuentes extranjeras de sumin- 
istro cerca de tal área. Las Filipinas tam- 
bién fueron recomendadas como una fuente 
de abasto. 

La Bolsa del Café y Azúcar de Nueva 
York recomendó que debían usarse los 
canales privados, con las ventajas del per- 
sonal con experiencia y reduciendo al 
mínimo los gastos de distribución. Se opone 
á la compra ó venta de azúcar por agencias 
del Gobierno de los EE. UU., excepto en 
tiempo de guerra; y puso objeciones al 
trueque de azúcares con otros países. 
Apremió á que los abastos de azúcar sean 
asequibles bajo condiciones que faciliten un 
precio realista. “Cuando los abastos se ob- 
tienen á pedacitos el volúmen se reduce al 
punto que las operaciones para compensarse 
ó cubrirse son difíciles, si nó imposibles.” 

Las dificultades con Cuba realmente 
fueron á punto de ebullición poco despues 
de comenzar la zafra de 1960, cuando Cas- 
tro empezó á apoderarse de las tierras y 
cañas de ambos: norteamericanos y cu- 
banos. Después, en Febrero, Rusia añadió 
leña á la hoguera al convenir comprar un 
millón de toneladas de azúcar de Cuba 
anualmente, por cinco años. En ésta trans- 
acción las mercancías rusas operan en 
trueque por el 80% del azúcar; y el saldo á 
pagar en dólares. La operacion constituyó 
una sorpresa, porque las importaciones 
anuales rusas de azúcares de Cuba nunca 
habían excedido de 500,000 toneladas. Rusia 
sostuvo que dicha azúcar sería usada para 
su consumo interno; y garantizó no vender 
azúcar de su producción doméstica ó de 
ningun otro orígen, en los mercados tra- 
dicionales de Cuba. Los rojos si quisieran 
pudieran promover y empujar el consumo; 
porque, por ejemplo, el consumo per cápita 
en Europa Oriental en 1958 fué menos de 
60 libras; y en la China Roja solamente de 
tres libras, contra más de 
Europa Occidental. 


70 libras en 


Con anterioridad á la compra rusa el 
precio del azúcar mundial (+4) bajó hasta 
2.892 por libra; porque los grandes so- 
brantes de Cuba y sus dificultades finan- 
cieras presionaron el mercado. Las cuotas 
iniciales de exportación para 1960 fueron 
fijadas por el Acuerdo Internacional Azu- 
carero en 87 y 14% de los tonelajes básicos; 
y en Febrero 3 fueron reducidas al 85%. 

Después de la transacción rusa el precio 
mundial subió á 3.10 y se mantuvo bas- 
tante fijo hasta finales de Marzo, cuando 
hubo rumores que Cuba podría salir del 
Convenio Internacional Azucarero si no se le 
aseguraba mayor cuota. Esto unido á las 
noticias de re-ventas á precios relativamente 
bajos, originaron la declinación del mer- 
cado. La decisión del Consejo Azucarero 
Internacional de no aumentar las cuotas 
dió firmeza al mercado. 


En Abril 7 Cuba elevó su producción 
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autorizada en 200,000 toneladas, hasta un 
total de 5,700,000 toneladas largas españolas 
(alrededor de 6,500,000 de toneladas cor- 
tas); cuya cifra fué virtualmente lograda. 
Los precios mundiales descendieron al nivel 
más bajo del año: 2.85£ por libra en Junio 
23, cuando se consideró obvio que la cuota 
de Cuba en los EE. UU. sería recortada, y 
la correspondiente cantidad de azúcar ten- 
dría que venderse en cualquier otra parte. 
La baja en el precio, sin embargo, fué con- 
tenida al anunciar Cuba que no vendería 
azúcar mundial por debajo de tres centavos 
libra; y después, en Julio 7 declaró que no 
vendería por debajo de 3.25€. 

Rusia salió de fiador de Cuba asegurando 
que tomaría todos los azúcares cubanos que 
fueran rebajados de la cuota americana. A 
ésto siguió el anuncio de que compraría 
700,000 toneladas adicionales de Cuba a 
3.25£ por libra para entrega en 1960, in- 
crementando teóricamente las importaciones 
de Cuba en 1960 hasta 1,709,000 toneladas. 
Despues á finales de Julio la China Roja 
acordó comprar 500,000 toneladas de Cuba 
anualmente por cinco años al precio mun- 
dial, pagando en 1960 el 20% en dinero en 
circulación y el 80% en trueque. Despues 
de 1960 los pagos chinos se harán entera- 
mente por trueques. Al final de Julio los 
precios mundiales aumentaron hasta 3.406 
por libra, el más alto del año; pero bajaron 
gradualmente después hasta 3.25¿. En 
Diciembre se reportó que la China Roja 
había acordado comprar 1,000,000 de tone- 
ladas de azúcar de Cuba en 1961 á cambio 
de mercancías chinas. 

Hacia los finales de 1960 los embarques 
de Cuba á Rusia y á China Roja sufren 
malos atrasos. Se reporta que los refinadores 
rusos están teniendo dificultades en el ma- 
nejo de los azúcares de Cuba simultánea- 
mente con el proceso de la gran cosecha de 
remolacha. 

En Julio 22 el Consejo Internacional Azu- 
carero elevó su estimado de 1960 sobre las 
necesidades netas de importación del mer- 
cado libre á casi 8 millones de toneladas 
cortas. Como los abastos estaban fijados en 
menos de 6,600,000 de toneladas cortas, las 
cuotas fueron elevadas hasta alrededor de 
7.600,000 toneladas cortas (105% del tone- 
laje básico), en Agosto 3, después de 
haberse mantenido el precio sobre el mínimo 
legal de 3.25¿ durante 17 días consecutivos 
de operaciones en el mercado. 

Aunque el Acta Azucarera de los EE. UU. 
expiraba al final de 1960, el Congreso no 
celebró audiencias públicas hasta Junio. 
Finalmente la legislación fué promulgada 
en Julio 3 despues de toda una noche de 
sesión del Senado y la Cámara. El Chairman 
de la Cámara Cooley originalmente había 
insistido en una extensión de un año del 
Acta sin cambios; pero los Republicanos 
adujeron que ésto ayudaría á Castro, y los 
Demócratas entonces promovieron enmiendas 
haciendo al Presidente Eisenhower entera- 
mente responsable de las reducciones de 
cuota á Cuba. 


La legislación enmendada, vigente hasta 
Marzo 31 de 1961, estipula que los azúcares 
de reemplazo deben ser comprados á países 
extranjeros más bien que obtenidos á través 
de asignaciones á cuotas usuales. Se le dió 
prioridad á Costa Rica, Taiwan, Panamá, 
Haití y las Indias Holandesas, permitiendo 
importaciones á EE. UU. á razón de 10,000 
toneladas por cada uno de los citados países. 
Se permite á las Filipinas vender el 15% 
de cualquier porción remanente, y el saldo 
prorrateado entre otros abastecedores ex- 
tranjeros en proporción á sus cuotas. Si se 
necesitara más azúcar, el Presidente puede 
autorizar compras de cualquier otro país 
extranjero sin considerar asignación. 

Cuba teniá un saldo de cuota de los EE. 
UU. en Julio 6 de unas 700,000 toneladas, 
eliminado por el Presidente Eisenhower. El 
programa de azúcares de reemplazo ha sido 
demorado porque el Departamento de Estado 
aparentemente está indeciso sobre el curso 
de acción á tomar en vista de la condena á 
la República Dominicana por la Organiza- 
ción de Estados Americanos. Para llenar 
una brecha la cuota de 1960 fué aumentada 
unas 200,000 toneladas en Julio 8, lleván- 
dola hasta 9,600,000 toneladas. En aquel 
entonces se expuso que se haría cualquier 
esfuerzo necesario para usar los canales 
comerciales normales para conseguir los 
azúcares de reemplazo ó substitución. Tam- 
bién que los azúcares serían preferente- 
mente comprados de países que lo produ- 
jeran y en general á base de los precios 
que prevalecieran en el mercado de los 
EE. UU. 

Las cuotas de la caña y la remolacha 
continentales fueron aumentadas alrededor 
de 558,000 toneladas en Julio 13 prorrate- 
ando los déficits de Puerto Rico, Hawaii y 
las Islas Vírgenes. La parte que usualmente 
se prorrateaba á Cuba, ascendente á 155,334 
toneladas se destinó á las áreas de remo- 
lacha y caña. 

Las primeras compras sin-cuota, ascen- 
dentes á 137,234 toneladas, fueron autoriza- 
das en Julio 14. Luego, en Julio 15, la 
cuota fué aumentada 400,000 toneladas. En 
Julio 21 se autorizaron compras adicionales 
por 617,385 toneladas de azúcares sin-cuota; 
y en Agosto 1 el estimado de azúcar nece- 
saria fué aumentado al nivel de 10,400,000. 

En Agosto 2 las autorizaciones para com- 
pra de azúcares sin-cuota se aumentaron de 
123,524 á 878,143 toneladas. Sin embargo, 
la porción correspondiente á la República 
Dominicana ascendiente á 321,857 toneladas 
fué retenida en aquella fecha y las restantes 
235,900 toneladas no se prorratearon. 

Las compras de azúcares sin-cuota se 
limitaron á crudos; pero como no hubo 
crudos disponibles, se permitió la entrada 
antes de Septiembre 30 de unas 18,000 
toneladas de azúcares de consumo directo y 
casi 300,000 toneladas de azúcar (en su 
mayor parte de México) polarizando sobre 
99 grados; estipulando que dichos azúcares 
serían refinados en los Estados Unidos pre- 
viamente á su consumo. 
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En Enero de 1960 el precio doméstico spot 
(+6) del azúcar crudo bajó al nivel mas 
bajo del año: $5.35 las 100 libras, al za- 
bullirse los refinadores en sus grandes in- 
ventarios ó existencias, acumuladas en los 
finales de 1959. Las incertidumbres sobre 
Cuba y un aumento gradual en la demanda 
de refinos originó un alza de los precios de 
los crudos, y á mediados de Marzo ya 
habían alcanzado $5.70. 

Apesar de los aumentos de precio en el 
crudo, los precios del refino se redujeron 
$0.15 las 100 libras, esto es á $9.20 en el 
Nordeste, en Marzo 7. En muchas áreas se 
anunció un aumento de 20¿ en Junio 25; 
pero los precios viejos prevalecieron para 
entregas á través de Julio 1. En el Nordeste, 
y para ser efectivo en Julio 25, se aumentó 
el precio 30¿ á $9.70; y en los territorios 
de Chicago-Oeste y Texas-Oklahoma 156 
en Julio 19 y 20€ en Julio 25, llevando el 
precio del azúcar de caña á $9.35 y el de 
remolacha á $9.15. Un aumento de 25¿ en 
el territorio de la Costa del Pacífico hizo 
que el precio fuera $9.15, efectivo en Julio 
27 

Los precios domésticos spot bajaron á 
$5.55 por 100 libras á mediados de Mayo, 
cuando se originó una precipitación de los 
azúcares de Filipinas á los EE. UU., antes 
que su cuota quedara agotada. El precio 
spot entonces subió á $5.90 hacia finales de 
Junio; pero se desplomaron á $5.75 á prin- 
cipios de Julio cuando los embarques 
Cubanos se aceleraron anticipándose al in- 
minente corte de su cuota en los EE. UU. 

La demora en anunciar el programa sobre 
los azúcares de reemplazo de la cuota Cu- 
bana dió lugar á que el precio spot domés- 
tico subiera á $6.20 las 100 lbs. por Julio 
19, el cual, al igual que el precio de $9.70 
para los refinos, era el más alto desde 1923, 


con la excepción de unos pocos días durante 
la Guerra de Korea. Tan pronto se autori- 
zaron suficientes azúcares de reemplazo, el 
del crudo bajó. 

El Congreso fué convocado á sesión 
especial en Agosto; pero levantó sesiones 
en Septiembre primero sin promulgar nueva 
legislación azucarera. Por tanto el Acta 
Azucarera no se extendió más allá de Marzo 
31, 1961; y la Administración no tuvo la 
prudencia de buscar un desvío para los 
azúcares Dominicanos. 

En Agosto 6 se apoderaron virtualmente 
de todas las inversiones de propiedad Nor- 
teamericana en Cuba, incluyendo 36 in- 
genios azucareros y otras propiedades con 
un valor aproximado de $350,000,000 (US 
Cy). Cuba anunció un nebuloso plan para 
compensar á los inversionistas de los EE. 
UU. basado en los ingresos derivados de 
una cuarta parte del valor de todos los 
azúcares de Cuba comprados por los EE. 
UU. en exceso ó sobre los tres millones de 
toneladas anuales, á precios no menores de 
5.75€ la libra. 

A continuación de ésto la Administración 
de Cooperación Internacional cortó á Cuba 
como abastecedor de azúcar comprada por 
las naciones extranjeras que están bajo el 
Acta de Seguridad Mutua. En Agosto 5 la 
Cuban-American Sugar Company circuló un 
aviso formal haciendo responsable á quienes 
realizaran transacciones de negocios rela- 
cionadas con sus propiedades confiscadas; 
y, en Noviembre inició pleito contra unos 
refinadores del Reino Unido. Otras Com- 
pañias emitieron advertencias similares. 

En Septiembre 19 el precio spot doméstico 
subió á $6.15 las 100 libras; pero en Sep- 
tiembre 23 se autorizó la compra de 321,857 
toneladas de azúcares Dominicanos sin-cuota 
y los bajaron 


precios ligeramente. Se 
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estipuló un derecho de entrada de dos 
centavos por libra á pagar al Gobierno de 
los EE. UU. por los azúcares de reemplazo 
Dominicanos. Virtualmente toda ésta azúcar 
había sido vendida á mediados de Octubre 
á los refinadores del Nordeste á base del 
precio promedio, lo que ayudó á sostener 
las cotizaciones de los crudos. 

Para Septiembre primero se redujeron 
$0.20 los precios del refino en los territorios 
del Chicago-Oeste y  Texas-Oklahoma. 
Luego, en Noviembre 21 se redujeron $0.15 
las 100 libras los precios para Chicago- 
Oeste y Texas-Oklahoma, quitándose toda 
rebaja competidora, resultando $9.00 para 
la caña y $8.80 para el azúcar de remolacha. 
Para Diciembre 1 los refinadores del Nor- 
deste anunciaron una rebaja de $0.15 por 
cada 100 libras en los tipos industriales de 
azúcares. Una reducción adicional del 15€ 
cada 100 libras para azúcares en sacos 
solamente fué concedida para el área Metro- 
politana de Nueva York, convirtiendo el 
precio en $9.40. 

Aunque los azúcares de cuota de 1960 y 
las autorizaciones de los azúcares sin-cuota 
alcanzaron un total de 10,164,000 toneladas, 
se hizo cada vez más evidente, segun se 
aproximaba el final del año, que las canti- 
dades reales ó verdaderas de azúcar utili- 
zadas y aplicadas contra éste total no ex- 
cedían grandemente de 9.700.000 toneladas. 
La distribución de azúcar refino probable- 
mente será menor de 9,400,000 toneladas 
cuando se hagan públicas las cifras finales 
para 1960, En éstos términos, ambos refina- 
dores y consumidores industriales aparente- 
mente han acumulado inventarios que deben 
ser más que adecuados para hacer frente 
y superar condiciones normales en 1961. 

—Pero las condiciones están lejos de ser 
normales en éste mundo loco nuestro! 


Acta Azucarera Semi-Permanente para Finales de Año 


El autor del siguiente artículo es un bien 
conocido experto en legislación azucarera, 
quien recientemente ha escudriñado las 
principales fuentes de información en 
Washington para determinar, hasta donde 
es posible en el momento presente, las 
perspectivas azucareras para 1961. Con 
una nueva administración dominando el 
sector ejecutivo, los Demócratas reteniendo 
el control de la rama legislativa del Go- 
bierno y con el azúcar convertido más en 
un factor de las fuerzas políticas interna- 
cionales, que en un artículo comercial de 
consumo regido por influencias económi- 
cas, las medidas que se adopten durante el 


ENERO e 1961 


por William H. Doherty 


año próximo deben vigilarse estrechamente 
porque serán de importancia vital para 
cada miembro de la industria azucarera 
en los Estados Unidos ó en el extranjero.— 


Editor. 


U, amplio abasto azucarero para los Es- 
tados Unidos y continuación del Acta 
Federal Azucarera algo parecida á su forma 
presente, son probables para 1961, entre- 
tanto los miembros del Congreso se reunen 
en Enero 3 para su 87a. Sesión y una nueva 
administración se prepara para ocupar la 
Casa Blanca y los Departamentos Ejecutivos 
en Enero 20. 


Estas no son predicciones. Pecaría uno 
de temerario é imprudente pronosticando 
acerca de la voluble industria azucarera en 
ésta edad atómica de la guerra fría. Pero 
la opinión general de los observadores den- 
tro y fuera de la industria es que los Estados 
Unidos no carecerán de azúcar aunque Cuba 
esté completamente fuera del mercado 
americano. Se estima también ampliamente 
que continuará la maquinaria de control, 
muy probablemente con cuotas revisadas. 

Se espera que algunos países recién lle- 
gados se beneficiarán con una jugosa parti- 
cipación del mercado. Hasta qué punto se 
extenderán éstas participaciones y su con- 
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AMA A 


Harold Cooley 


tinuación cuando Cuba vuelva, es uno de 
los mayores problemas á decidir. 

Se cree cada vez más que el azúcar será 
un arma de las fuerzas políticas interna- 
cionales, en lugar de un artículo de con- 
sumo gobernado por reglas económicas. Se 
han escudriñado las exposiciones hechas en 
su campaña por el Presidente-electo Ken- 
nedy para descifrar sus puntos de vista en 
política azucarera; 
trado 


se ha encon- 
diferencias 
administración 


pero no 
revele con la 


de Eisen- 


nada que 


seguida por la 
hower. 

Al escribir este artículo no han sido aún 
designados los Secretarios de Estado y de 
Agricultura—y ambos siempre han sido im- 
portantes figuras en la política azucarera- 
luego no se puede especular acerca de sus 
puntos de vista. El apoyo bi-partidario ó 
no-partidario dado al Acta Azucarera á 
través de los años podría indicar que no 
es posible anticipar cambios mucho mayores 
cuando los Demócratas sustituyan á los 
Republicanos. Sin embargo, por lógica que 
parezca ésta puede decir 
que no se hagan drásticas enmiendas á la 
ley actual. 

El problema inmediato es éste: El Acta 
Azucarera de 1948 (enmendada) se acordó 
en Julio próximo pasado extenderla hasta 
Marzo 31 de 1961. Difícilmente puede uno 
creer que se puedan sacar para ésta fecha 
las nuevas enmiendas necesarias para fijar 
cuotas durante la Cuba del 
mercado. El Agricultura de la 
Cámara de Representantes, que ha perdido 
cínco de 


opinión, nadie 


ausencia de 
Comité de 


sus miembros por retiro ó por 
la derrota electoral, probablemente no que- 
dará reorganizado hasta finales de Enero. 

Por razón Harold D. Cooley, de 
Carolina del Norte y del Co- 
mité de Agricultura de la Cámara me dijo 
que él presentaría una simple extensión de 
la presente 


ésta 


Presidente 


efectiva hasta 
el final de 1961. sin enmiendas de ninguna 
clase. Esto 
abajo el 


ley, haciéndola 


aseguraría se fuera 


fallara re- 


que no 


sistema de cuotas si 
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dactar la nueva ley antes de Marzo 31. 
“Esto sería el caos”, dijo Mr. Cooley. 
Tambien dijo que entre la promulgación 

de ésta simple extensión y el receso del 

Congreso, su comité oiría opiniones com- 

pletas sobre el asunto á los fines de pre- 

parar una legislación que sería 
menos semi-permanente, para la distribu- 
ción de entre los actuales abaste- 
cedores y los recién llegados ansiosos en 
satisfacer la antigua participación de Cuba. 

Mr. Cooley no se hace ilusiones, la tarea no 

es nada fácil. 


por lo 


cuotas 


El Comité recibirá la ayuda y beneficios 
de un estudio que actualmente se realiza 
por los expertos económicos del Departa- 
mento de Agricultura encabezados por 
Nathan Koffsky, Administrador Comisi- 
onado para Mercados. Este grupo presen- 
tará reporte para la apertura del Congreso. 

Al explicar que su comité estaba sola- 
mente interesado en estudios e-onómicos 
más que en política extranjera—Mr. Koff- 
sky expresó que deseaban hechos, nó argu- 
mentos y alegatos. Cualquier país que ex- 
prese sus deseos de una gran cuota azu- 
carera en éste mercado, solamente á base 
de que siempre ha sido un vecino amistoso, 
no está haciéndonos un servicio. Mr. Koffsky 
dice: “tales alegatos no se incluirán en 
nuestro reporte”. Este estudio tratará prin- 
cipalmente sobre fuentes de abastecimiento, 
tanto extranjeras como domésticas. 

La información sobre la procedencia de 
los azúcares que necesitamos será estable- 
cida más tarde. También antes de atisbar 
en los términos probables de la legislación, 
incluyendo las cuotas. vamos á hacer una 
breve cronología de los acontecimientos de 
1960, la cual nos ayudará á colocar el 
asunto dentro de perspectiva. Los puntos 
destacados del año fueron: 

Julio 6. El Presidente firmó una ley am- 
pliando el Acta Azucarera desde Diciembre 
31. 1960 á Marzo 31, 1961. Las enmiendas 
más importantes fueron: 

1. Dando Presidente para 
fijar las cuotas azucareras á Cuba “en tal 
cantidad ó cantidades conforme él considere 
sea en el mejor interés nacional, haciéndolo 


autoridad al 


Lawrence Myers 


de tiempo en tiempo”; pero siempre á base 
de que sean iguales, pero nó mayores, que 
la cantidad fijada sin ésta enmienda. 

2. Estableciendo una fórmula para ob- 
tener de otros países extranjeros los azú- 
cares crudos que reemplacen los que han 
sido denegados á Cuba. Se dá á los países 
que suministran 10,000 toneladas ó menos 
(Costa Rica. Haití. China Nacionalista, 
Holanda y Panamá) el derecho a enviar, 
cada 10,000 toneladas; dando a las 
Filipinas el 15% del saldo y permitiendo 
á los países con cuota (Bélgica, Guayana 
Británica. Canadá. República Dominicana, 
Hong Kong. 


suministrar lo 


uno, 


México, Nicaragua y Perú) 


restante, á pro rata contra 
sus cuotas. 

3. Dando amplia autoridad para obtener 
azúcar, cruda ó refinada, de cualquier país, 
si se necesitaran cantidades adicionales de 
azúcar. 

Julio 14 y 21: El Departamento de Agri- 
cultura aprobó la compra de 754,619 tone- 
ladas de azúcar sin-cuota. En Agosto 2 se 
autorizó además la compra de 123,524 tone- 
ladas, haciendo un total de 878,143 tonela- 
das. En Septiembre 23 éste total fué 
1,200,000 toneladas. Esto 
fué efectuado cuando el Secretario de Agri- 
cultura, con la concurrencia del Secretario 
de Estado, autorizaron la compra durante 
este año de 321,857 toneladas de azúcares 
sin-cuota de la República Dominicana, 
exigiendo el pago de dos centavos por libra 
al Gobierno de los Estados Unidos, previa- 
mente á la entrada de dichos azúcares en 
éste país. En una 


aumentado hasta 


declaración extraordi- 
naria, que provocó la ira de ciertos sectores 
acusando á la Administración de no seguir 
el espíritu de la 
manifestó : 


ley, el Departamento 

“Los derechos de entrada están basados 
en la decisión de que, bajo las circunstan- 
cias prevalecientes, resulta en favor del 
interés nacional estipular que las cantidades 
de azúcares sin-cuota aportados bajo las 
disposiciones de la ley para ser adquiridas 
de la República Dominicana, deben ser 
compradas á precios menores que los que 
prevalecen para los azúcares al mercado de 
los EE.UU.” 

Este fué el ejemplo más notable sobre 
política internacional dando forma al curso 
de las regulaciones de la industria azuca- 
rera. Exceptuando, desde luego, las medidas 
impidiendo la entrada de los embarques de 
Cuba y las medidas de embargo tomadas 
contra Fidel Castro. 

Antes de ésta compra á menor precio, 
G. Douglas Debevoise, Presidente de la 
South Porto Rico Sugar Company, que ha 
estado produciendo azúcar en la República 
Dominicana desde 1912, advirtió en Agosto 
26 que la supresión de las compras de 
azúcar de los EE.UU. á la República Domi- 
nicana, convertiría á ésta nación en otra 
Cuba, “lo cual llevaría á la confiscación de 
millones de dólares en propiedades de los 
Estados Unidos”. 

Agosto 8-15 á Septiembre 1: Sesiones 
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post-políticas del Congreso. Ruidos y furia; 
pero tal vez más por política y tiempo 
caluroso. Ningún cambio legislativo en la 
breve ampliación de la ley; apesar de 
fuertes presiones desde algunos 
para ampliar la legislación. 


sectores 


Octubre 18: El Departamento de Agri- 
cultura anunció que no habría restricción 
en el área para cosechar remolacha en 1961. 
Segun estima dicha industria probable- 
mente ésto resultará en siembras de 1,100,- 
000 acres, en comparación con el 1,000,000 
de acres autorizados en 1960. 

Acta Azucarera 
Secretario de Agricultura 
determinar las necesidades de azúcar para 
cada año natural en Diciembre del año 
precedente; y establece para las 
áreas domésticas y extranjeras en con- 
cordancia con las fórmulas del Acta. In- 
variablemente en Noviembre de cada año 
se ofrecen audiencias para dar á todas las 
partes interesadas una oportunidad para 
presentar su 


Las estipulaciones del 
demandan del 


cuotas 


relación con las 
necesidades totales. Estas audiencias fueron 
abandonadas en 1960 porque las cuotas son 
efectivas durante los tres primeros meses 
de 1961. 

El Departamento, al interpretar el re- 
porte de la Cámara estima que su pro- 
pósito es que el Secretario de Agricultura 
señale las cuotas para el primer trimestre 
del año natural. Una disposición especial 
autoriza al Presidente para fijar la cuota de 
Cuba en este trimestre “en la cantidad que 
mejor estime para los intereses nacionales”. 


caso en 


Bajo las presentes circunstancias se espera 
que sea cero. 

Deduciendo de ésta cronología está claro 
que el ejecutivo del Gobierno ha hecho uso 
de sus poderes para prevenir una crisis 
en el abastecimiento; aunque los ataques 
de la crítica estiman que frecuentemente 
sus medidas han sido cortas y tardías. Una 
importante firma de corredores azucareros 
afirmó que la demora de dos meses y medio 
en la compra de los azúcares Dominicanos 
dió lugar a “un caso de nerviosismo” en 
el mercado azucarero. 

El Senador Ellender, Presidente del 
Comité de Agricultura del Senado fustigó 
al Departamento de Estado “por su obstina- 
ción en no obrar de acuerdo con el texto 
claro de la ley rehusando la compra Domi- 
nicana; y dando lugar á que los precios del 
azúcar crudo alcanzaran el mas alto nivel 
en 23 años. El Representante Cooley ex- 
presó una opinión similar. 

Otro importante corredor azucarero, en 
la época en que el gobierno asignaba a 
países sin-cuota parte de las 700,000 tone- 
ladas negadas a Cuba, decía: “creemos que 
nuestro Gobierno está actuando peligrosa- 
mente con el azúcar” y “es una ilusión 
asumir que cuotas fantásticamente altas, 
como la presente cuota de 10,400,000 tone- 
ladas, sea capaz de darnos un amplio aba- 
stecimiento de azúcar”. 


Los oficiales del Gobierno generalmente 
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correspondían á éstos ataques con el silen- 
cio; privadamente les gustaba 
señalar que el azúcar necesitado, de hecho 
y en definitiva había sido suministrada y 
que el aumento de precio fué pequeño y 
por corto tiempo. Lawrence Myers, jefe 
de la División Azucarera en Agricultura, 
en sus deseos por asegurar un suministro 
adecuado, indudablemente estuvo desconcer- 
tado y en aprietos ante los deseos del 
Departamento de Estado de castigar a los 
Dominicanos de acuerdo con la Organiza- 
ción de Estados Americanos; pero natural. 
mente no lo iba a decir, al menos pública- 
mente. 


aunque 


Hubiernon otras quejas sobre las resolu- 
ciones del Gobierno. Los Refinadores, obli- 
gados á buscar fuentes de abaste- 
cimiento, se encontraron con dificultades 
para realizar operaciones en países donde 
no tenían líneas de adecuados 
contactos comerciales. Algunos refinadores 
preparados para manejar los azúcares á 
granel encontraron dificultades con embar- 
ques en sacos. Hubo obstáculos en la cali- 
dad. El transporte 
largo é irregular. 


otras 


crédito ni 


por buques fué mas 

Cual es la situación de los abastos para 
1961 y después? 

En lugar de carecer de las 700,000 tone- 
ladas de azúcar de Cuba, el mercado de 
los EE.UU. en 1961 no dispondrá de 3,200,- 
000 toneladas de azúcar cubana, ó alrededor 
de una tercera parte de su consumo anual. 
Donde se encontrarán ? 


La mayoría cree que éste déficit puede 
llenarse principalmente por las cosechas 


domésticas de remolacha y de caña, y 
además abriendo la puerta á países que 
antes tenían muy poca ó no tenían partici- 
pación en éste mercado. Es muy natural 
el deseo de todas las naciones en ambos 
hemisferios en participar del abasto azu- 
carero de los EE.UU.—la substancial di- 
ferencia entre el precio en los EE.UU. y 
el precio Mundial—y algunas de las pro- 


posiciones son verdaderamente ingeniosas. 
Irlanda, por ejemplo, desearía una cuota, 
y la ha solicitado á través de los canales 
diplomáticos. Siendo un país importador, 
alimentaría a su propia población á través 
de importaciones, posiblemente de Cuba, 
después de vendernos su insuficiente pro- 
ducción doméstica. 

India has expresado deseos de embarcar 
500,000 toneladas anualmente. En su caso 
también, ásto significaría racionar a su 
pueblo. Con el cambio del dólar India 
haría con una bonita utilidad. El 
Gobierno de los EE.UU. recibió fríamente 
su oferta de 500,000 toneladas; pero las 
fuerzas de la política pueden intervenir. 


ésto 


Los expertos azucareros en cada país han 
hecho cálculos para demostrar lo que ellos 
podrían embarcar a los EE.UU. No parecen 
estar nunca por lo bajo. Cifras mas razona- 
bles se estudian por el Departamento de 
Agricultura para preparar su respuesta á 
la solicitud del Congreso. Solamente meras 
conjeturas son posibles. Algunos países, 
por ejemplo, no quisieran cortar toda la 
caña disponible en 1961 en la esperanza de 
mayores ingresos un poco mas tarde. Las 
condiciones del tiempo y otros factores cam- 
biarán los actuales estimados. 


Robert E. Shields, Presidente de la Aso- 
ciación Azucarera de Remolacha de los 
EE.UU. predice que habrá abundancia de 
azúcar para el mercado de los EE.UU. en 
1961, permítanse ó nó importaciones de 
Cuba ó de la República Dominicana. En 
cifras redondas él pone nuestro consumo 
en 1960 en 9,350,000 toneladas cortas, valor 
en crudos; añade 150,000 toneladas para 
los requerimientos normales por aumento 
de la población y 100,000 toneladas para 
reserva almacenada lo que hace un total 
de 9,600,000 tonelades para 1961. Los esti- 
mados de Shield son probablemente tan 
buenos como cualquier otro, luego prose- 
guiremos á base de ellos. 


El azúcar doméstica disponible se estima 
en 5,200,000 toneladas, de las cuales 2,700,- 
000 proceden de la remolacha y el saido 
de caña de Hawaii, Puerto Rico, Luisiana 
y Florida. La diferencia a importar es de 
4,400,000 toneladas. Las cuotas regulares de 
los países extranjeros—sin incluír a Cuba 
y la República Dominicana—suman 1,200,- 
000 toneladas. Esto significa que tendremos 
que buscar 3,200,000 toneladas. 


Afirmando que sus cifras son conserva- 
tivas, Shields relaciona diez países que 
pueden producir mas de 4,000,000 de tone- 
ladas de azúcar y tenerlas disponibles para 
el mercado de los EE.UU. en 1961. Esto 
es excluyendo á Cuba y al bloque de países 
comunistas. 


A continuacion se relacionan los países 
y sus estimados de azúcar sin-cuota, que 
pueden vendernos. La relación es por or- 
den de cantidades, nó por orden de con- 
veniencia como abastecedores ó por orden 
de selección por el Congreso en un nueva 
ley azucarera :— 
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= 
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Brasil 
Mexico 


1,200,000 
825,000 
470,000 
325,000 
300,000 
300,000 
290,000 
190,000 
140,000 

5,000 

4,045,000 


Filipinas 
Australia 
Africa del Sur 
Argentina 
Antillas Británicas y Guayana 
República Dominicana 
Taiwan 
Perú 

Total 
Algunos harán éstas cifras objeto de 
disputa. La muy baja cifra de 5,000 tone- 
ladas para Perú, por ejemplo, fué fijada 
con la explicación de que éste país pudiera 
no vender su cuota completa de 1961; pero 
pudiera elegir retener el azúcar para ventas 
sin-cuota á los EE.UU. Por otra parte, John 
Lane, abogado de Washington que repre- 
senta á los productores de azúcar del Perú, 
recordó que la autorización de 135,000 
toneladas de azucares sin-cuota al Perú en 
1960 era justamente casi igual á la cuota 
de 139,000 Dijo que en 1961 
habrían disponibles 170,000 toneladas para 
el mercado Americano en el primer tri- 
mestre del año. Lane eventualmente aspira 
á una cuota de 600,000 toneladas al año 
para el Perú. 


toneladas. 


Todos los 


Brasil, 


las Filipinas creen que sus re- 


representantes del 
México y 
spectivos países pueden mejorar las cifras 
relacionadas. 

En relación con el necesario desvío de 
los azúcares de Cuba á otros abastecedores, 
Lawrence Myers, Director de la División 
Azucarera del Departamento de Agricul- 
tura, pronunció undiscurso ante la Cámara 
Cubana de Comercio en los EE.UU. que 
amerita lectura. Puede presu- 
mirse que el Departamento de Estado coin- 
cida con sus puntos de vista. Dijo así:— 

“Al acometerse la 


cuidadosa 


distribución de la 
enorme cuota de azúcar requerida en los 
mercados, resulta necesario para el Con- 
greso determinar la habilidad del abaste- 
cedor propuesto como capaz de servir y 
proteger las necesidades del mercado de 
los Estados Unidos. Al haber sido Cuba 
nuestra “taza azucarera” siempre disponible 
y asequible, la dependencia y abasto de 
otras áreas fué siempre de poca impor- 
tancia. Al no realizar Cuba tal función re- 
sulta de importancia vital la seguridad que 
otros suministros lleguen á nuestros refina- 
dores según sus necesidades”. 

“Cuando el Congreso enmendó el Acta 
Azucarera en el verano último para per- 


mitir la reducción y nuevas asignaciones 


de la cuota de Cuba, se tomó el trabajo 
de adoptar una terminología nueva en un 
esfuerzo para hacer hincapié ó recalcar 


que las cuotas de Cuba no se habían 
tomado en una forma ó base permanente, 
y que aquellos países á los cuales se habían 
re-asignado participaciones de la cuota de 
Cuba no quedaban protegidos por la ley é 
investidos de tal derecho en el futuro. Dicho 


esfuerzo era conveniente y apropiado. Sin 


56 


embargo, el hecho cierto es que cuando la 
prima ó sobre-precio alcanza una suma 
como 150 millones de dólares al año, sur- 
gen los intereses creados: reclamando auto- 
máticamente estar protegidos por la ley. 
Todos los alegatos y argumentos existentes 
se expondrán por los productores en su 
anhelo por vender con tal sobre-precio. No 
obstante los deseos del Congreso y de las 
Agencias Administrativas, los 
argumentos de los 


alegatos y 
abastecedores 
serán cada vez más fuertes según se pro- 
longue el período de tiempo en que abastez- 
can nuestro mercado”. 


nuevos 


Volviendo á la relación de azúcares sin- 
cuota obtenibles, Shields hace notar que 
se asume que todos los países mencionados 
harían además sus ventas normales en el 
mercado mundial. Y continúa así: 


Wallace Bennett 


“Sin embargo, si Cuba no vende azúcar 
aquí, tendrá que buscar mercados el año 
próximo para 3,200,000 toneladas normal- 
mente destinadas al 
EE.UU.” 


Ante éste hecho—y asumiendo que Cuba 


mercado de los 


bajo sus líderes Comunistas mantendrá su 
producción normal sin  restricción—los 
otros países reducirían sus ventas al ex- 
tranjero en la misma extensión del azúcar 
que ellos vendan en el mercado de los 
EE.UU. En este caso el azúcar disponible 
puede ser tanto como 7,200,000 toneladas, 
ó el doble de la cantidad que se necesita 
más allá ó adicionalmente á la sumi- 
nistrada por la industria doméstica y la 
de los países con cuotas regulares. Esto 
significa la aceptación de muchas suposi- 
ciones. 

Parece claro que habrá suficiente azúcar 
disponible para todas las necesidades. Aun- 
que no siempre en la forma y lugar en 
que se necesitan. La conducta del mercado 
en los días finales de 1960 indica que no 
hay ansiedad entre los consumidores. Tam- 


poco nadie en el Gobierno parece preocu- 
pado. 

Mientras la mayor parte de los elementos 
de la industria asienten eu que el problema 
de suministro puede ser resuelto, otros 
están ansiosos por el temor de que haya 
demoras en poner en marcha el programa. 
Solicitudes pidiendo rápidas 
productores de 
crudos, refinadores, industriales que utili- 
zan azúcar, diplomáticos. Numerosos repre- 
sentantes extranjeros van frecuentemente a 
los Departamentos de Estado y Agricultura 
buscando información sobre qué clase de 
mercado encontrarán ellos 


decisiones 


vienen de todas partes: 


aquí el año 
próximo. Se llama la atención que el azúcar 
es una cosecha á largo plazo, que no puede 
sembrarse en un mes y cosecharse dos ó 
tres meses después. Esos sectores de pro- 
ducción azucarera dicen que ncesitan saber 
hasta que punto pueden contar con com- 
pras por parte de los EE.UU. antes de 
hacer inversiones en el campo, fábrica y 
aperos. El éxito ó el fracaso de mas de 
una misión diplomática y las ganancias de 
más de uno de los agentes y cabilderos en 
Washington 


sobre el 


dependen de las respuestas 


futuro. 
En párrafos anteriores expresamos la 
opinión que no sería extraño que para el 
próximo Congreso el Acta Azucarera con- 
tinuara casi como en su forma presente. 
Aunque ésta es una opinión corriente entre 
muchos observadores en Washington, no 
hay nada cierto sobre el asunto. Todo el 
mundo en Washington sabe que la próxima 
Administración puede tener ideas entera- 
mente nuevas sobre la legislación azucarera. 

El Presidente Koffsky, del grupo del 
Departamento de Agricultura, nombrado 
por el Comité Agricola de la Cámara para 
“dirigir un estudio sobre el azúcar y sus 
relaciones con nuestra economía nacional 
en su sentido más amplio”, hizo la siguiente 
observación cuando los economistas comen- 
zaron su trabajo: 

“Yo supongo que ellos deliberadamente 
escogieron gente que no sabe nada sobre 
el azúcar. Y despues designaron Presidente 
precisamente al que menos sabía”. 

Estas manifestaciones pueden haber sido 
algo más que hablar divertidamente. Sea 
lo que fuere, puede indicar que Cooley, 
Presidente del Agrícola de la 
Cámara no iba á ser obstinado ó de ánimo 
estrecho en el estudio de la legislación 
azucarera. El ha calificado al Acta Azu- 
carera frecuentemente como una de las 
mejores obras legales agrícolas. No obstante 
él desea averiguar si se pueden hacer al- 
gunas mejoras á la misma, dirigidas tal 
vez hácia su mejor administración. 


Comité 


Tal como ha sido por muchos años, el 
Representante Cooley es otra vez la figura 
llave del Congreso en asuntos azucareros. 
La vuelta de un Demócrata á la Casa 
Blanca probablemente no producirá diferen- 
cias perceptibles en su manera independi- 
ente de pensar y en el rígido control de 
su Comité. Desde luego, el panorama puede 
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cambiar completamente si es llamado para 
ser Secerario de Agricultura. Algunos ob- 
servadores opinan que lo mejor para el 
nuevo Presidente es dejar al veterano le- 
gislador en su timón Congresional. Cooley 
se abstendrá de denunciar * 
cuando resulten 


“esos burócratas” 
ellos miembros de su 
propio partido. Probablemente él ayudará 
para hacer rodar las cabezas de algunos de 
los que se han opuesto á su política; pero 
él no es vengativo. 

Otra nota política. Usualmente los Demó- 
cratas admiten sus peleas de partido antes 
que oponerse á los ataques. Cooley ha sido 
un formidable antagonista de algunas co- 
stumbres políticas Republicanas con las 
cuales no ha estado conforme; y la pelea 
contra el Ejecutivo en las post-sesiones del 
Congreso éste verano siempre se recordarán 
por su duro lenguaje. Desarrollar un pro- 
grama convenido con un Presidente amigo 
será una novedad. 

En la oportunidad de la última extensión 
Cooley esperaba haber empujado el Acta 
á través de todo el año 1961. Trabajó por 
una extensión hasta Junio 30, 1961; esta- 
tuyéndose finalmente la fecha de Marzo 31. 
Cree que no hay oportunidad para enmien- 
das de importancia antes de esa fecha; por 
tanto se hizo defensor de una extensión 
hasta el final de 1961, y mientras tanto que 
su Comité trabaje y celebre audiencias para 
desarrollar algo mas duradero. 

Reiteró que no tiene relacion ó preferen- 
cias para el régimen de Castro ó para los 
Dominicanos; pero es precavido con los 
países recién llegados que pueden ser mas 
grandes en promesas que en hechos como 
suministradores de azúcar. 

El opositor número uno de Cooley en la 
legislación azucarera es el Senador Harry 
F. Byrd, de Virginia, Presidente del Comité 
de Finanzas del Senado, el cual maneja la 
legislación azucarera en dicho cuerpo le- 
gislativo. Byrd nunca ha sido especialmente 
activo en materias azucareras; pero no hace 
muchos años produjo pánico entre gran 
número de operadores al intentar rebajar 
los pagos del Acta Azucarera. Los que 
hubieran sido más afectados eran los Ha- 
waiianos y los Puertorriqueños. En los 
años recientes Byrd no ha renovado tales 
esfuerzos; pero tal espectro es aún visible 
para los azucareros de dichas islas. 

El Senador Allen J. Ellender, Presidente 
del Comité de Agricultura del Senado es 
la figura azucarera de los Demócratas en la 
Alta el Senador Wallace F. 
Bennett de Utah, es el Republicano más 
prominente y en particular el defensor de 
los cultivadores de remolacha. La legisla- 


ción se 


Cámara; y 


inicia en la Cámara; pero éstos 


hombres serán oídos cuando Jlegue al 
Senado. 

La remolacha azucarera se cultiva en 22 
Estados, aunque en ninguno es una cosecha 


predominante. Apesar de eso, los represen- 
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tantes remolacheros tienen un buen núcleo 
de Congresistas dispuestos á respaldar sus 
proposiciones. Es un grupo bi-partidario, 
por tanto los partidos políticos interfieren 
poco en sus decisiones finales, 

La legislación azucarera en 1961 presenta 
ángulos y problemas que nunca se han ex- 
perimentado. Hay algunas notas tristes tam- 
bién. Arturo Mañas, el de 
la voz argentina y cabeza del Instituto Cu- 
bano de Estabilización del Azúcar. Reem- 
plazándolo en el proceso de confección de la 
ley estarán 


Estará ausente 


hombres como Oscar 
Chapman y Joel Wolfíson representando á 
los ambiciosos 


otros 


Mexicanos, Oscar Cox por 
el Brasil, John Lane por el Perú y John 
O'Donnell por las para 
algunos entre los aspirantes al 
azucarero de los EE.UU, 


Filipinas; citar 


mercado 


En años anteriores los que representaban 
y hablaban á nombre de la industria azu- 
carera doméstica dedicaban traba- 
jando en la confección de tablas y gráficos 
ilustrando los 


meses 


motivos porqué su partici- 
pación en el abasto azucarero de los EE.UU. 
debía ser Esto ha 
continentales 
de remolacha y de caña 


mayor. cambiado. Los 


productores norteamericanos 
aparecen con el 
privilegio de poder entrar todo cuánto pue- 
dan producir. Los Hawaiianos y Puertorri- 
queños, á causa de varias viscisitudes, no 
están haciendo sus 


cuotas; y probable- 


tmente no las harán en el próximo año. 
Están preocupados por temor á que sus 
cuotas sean fijadas por debajo de lo que 
se consideran capaces de poder producir 
en próximos años. 

Ferris, Jr. representante de los 
productores de Luisiana y Florida, reciente- 


Josiah 


mente ha hecho sondeos sobre el precio, 
aseverando que se intentan mayores recom- 
para los Acta 


Azucarera. Sus puntos de vista han recibido 


pensas cultivadores en el 

demostraciones de simpatía y de adhesión 

de la mayoría de los VOCeros domésticos. 
Problemas 


crecientes molestan á la in- 


dustria de remolacha. Su estimado de pro- 
ducción para el año próximo de 2,700,000 
toneladas constituye por mucho 


su mejor 
año. La eliminación de las limitaciones 
sobre la superficie á cultivar no resuelve 
las dificultades de los nuevos cultivadores. 
Tienen que encontrar fábricas que procesen 
su cosecha antes de obtener contratos para 
sembrar remolacha. El repartimiento y 
asignación del número de acres á los cul. 
tivadores era en una época un quebradero 
de cabeza para el Departamento de Agri- 
cultura. Ahora es una negociación entre los 
cultivadores y las fábricas. 

Futuros cultivadores en el Valle Colum- 
bia, en el Valle del Río Rojo y algunos esta- 
dos del suroeste clamarán ruidosamente por 
una oportunidad para ganar dinero con 
ésta cosecha. Pero se necesitan plantas para 
tales siembras. Las 


procesar compañias 


remolacheras establecidas no se sienten 


felices con los recién venidos á la industria. 
Por otra parte, los refinadores de azúcares 
de caña tampoco se sienten muy felices por 
el auge y prosperidad repentina de la in- 
dustria remolachera. 

Segun los grupos rivales trabajan con 
respecto á las distintas proposiciones que 
pronto caerán en las tolvas del Congreso; 
se observa á finales de año que la pro- 
posición que parece tener mas probabili- 
dades de éxito será algo como ésto: 

Cuotas sin restricción para todos los pro- 
ductores domésticos. No se les denominará 
probablemente “sin restricción”; pero en 
realidad proveerán para todo lo que pueda 
ser producido por la remolacha, la caña 
continental norteamericana, Hawaii y Puerto 
Rico. La cuota de los primeros quedaría 
fijada en 2,700,000 toneladas, la caña con- 
tinental en 800,000, Hawaii 1,150,000 y 
Puerto Rico 1,200,000. 

La industria remolachera 


fijaría dentro 


de su seno la proporción de los viejos á 
los nuevos cultivadores. Una sugestión con- 
1961 á los 


remolacha y 


siste en reservar la cuota de 


cultivadores establecidos de 
dejar el aumento ó crecimiento principal- 
mente para los nuevos cultivadores. 

déficits, un pro- 
blema intrincado, puede resolverse de éste 


La asignación de los 


modo: los déficits de Hawaii á los remola- 
déficits de Rico á la 
industria azucarera de caña extranjera; los 
déficits de la 


cheros: los Puerto 
á la caña conti- 
los déficits de la 


caña continental á los productores de re- 


remolacha 
nental norteamericana, y 


molacha. 

Lo anterior es solamente un bosquejo. 
No parece haber un esfuerzo organizado 
para cambiar las estipulaciones presentes 
del Acta Azucarera en relación al Impuesto 
sobre Consumo y los 


pagos al sector do- 


méstico de la industria. Los remolacheros 
y los productores de Luisiana y Florida se 
sienten uniformemente felices por el con- 
tenido del reporte del Comité de Agricul- 
tura de la Cámara sobre extensión del Acta 
Azucarera en Junio último al observar que 
el propósito Básico es: “como cuestión de 
seguridad nacional se trata de hacer posi- 
ble una substancial de 


parte nuestras 


necesidades área 


” 


dentro del 
los Estados 


azucareras 
continental de Unidos. 
Estiman que la situación presente en Cuba 
demuestra que es una locura poner dema- 
siado confianza en un solo abastecedor ex- 
tranjero en el futuro. 

Hace un año y en este mismo lugar el 
autor dijo que consideraba á la legislación 
azucarera llamada á ser tratada con sabi- 
duría política y habilidad de estadista en 
su parte económica; que estaban en riesgo 
la salud y bienestar de millones de per- 
sonas; y hasta posiblemente “en juego la 
paz del mundo”. La misma situación existe 
hoy en día. 
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Uso más Amplio de los Indicadores 


Movimiento de la Maza Superior 


Los indicadores de movimiento de la maza 
mayor muy amenudo se juzgan solamente 
por su aplicación obvia y más restringida: 
Indicar el levantamiento de la maza mayor 
de un molino y si la maza mayor está 
igualada á nivel. El valor útil de éstos dis- 
positivos es mucho mayor. Pueden usarse 
para: Comprobar y servir de guía para cor- 
regir los ajustes ó settings de las mazas 
de los molinos, para establecer un control 
sobre la molienda y bajo ciertas condiciones 
para indicar las variaciones en la fibra de 
la caña de azúcar. La falta de interés y de 
cuidado en su instalación ha anulado ó 
menoscabado su utilidad en cierto número 
de casos. 

Los indicadores de movimiento de la 
maza mayor á que nos referimos están 
ilustrados esquemáticamente en los Dibujos 
ER, DOC y "D Todos ends un 


Luis Cusachs 
Edwards Engineering Corporation 


elemento fijado á los bronces superiores del 
molino, el indicador propiamente dicho se 
fija cerca ó sobre el borde de la tapa supe- 
rior del molino. Los últimos tres tipos hacen 
uso de un sistema articulado firme entre los 
elementos sensibles y los indicadores; mien- 
tras que el tipo “A” emplea alambre, cable, 
una roldana y un muelle. Este tipo reac- 
ciona linealmente mientras que los otros 
tres tipos son precisos á pequeños desplaza- 
mientos angulares de las manecillas indica- 
doras, aumentando las desviaciones segun 
sean mayores los desplazamientos angulares. 
Los medios indirectos para obtener el 
levantamiento de las mazas mayores ó supe- 
riores, v. g., á base del movimiento de carga 
de los acumuladores, son inciertos y á 
menudo conducen á falsas conclusiones, 
segun la experiencia del autor. 

Los cálculos de los ajustes ó settings de 


las mazas de un molino y de la cuchilla se 
basan sobre suposiciones del promedio de 
levantamiento de la maza superior y de la 
composición de la caña ó bagazo. Despues 
que han sido establecidas la operaciones de 
la molienda, es un asunto sencillo con los 
indicadores y los análisis de la caña ó 
bagazo, determinar si los ajustes del molino 
son correctos ó si la composición de la 
caña (fibra como criterio) corresponde con 
la que se ha usado en los cálculos. Si el 
levantamiento de la maza mayor de un 
molino se cambia para corresponder á los 
valores asumidos, se ha encontrado que el 
trabajo del molino resulta mejorado en 
muchos casos. Salvo en los casos de errores 
de bulto en los cálculos, cuando el levanta- 
miento observado de la maza superior es 
mayor que el que se supone por los 
cálculos, usualmente la causa es más alta 
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fibra en la caña. Se observa ésto cuando 
se deja caña sin cortar en el campo en una 
zafra y se cosecha al siguiente año. 

Cuando la caña se muele á una tarea ó 
tonelaje fijo, el levantamiento de las mazas 
superiores aumenta ó disminuye según el 
contenido de fibra en la caña. Manteniendo 
el mismo levantamiento en las mazas super- 
iores se puede establecer una tarea con- 
stante de molienda de toneladas de fibra, 
siempre que las restantes condiciones de 
molienda permanezcan sin cambio. Esto es 
importante en regiones donde el contenido 
de la fibra en caña es muy variable. 

A menudo es posible mejorar los result- 
ados de molienda ajustando el levantamiento 
de las mazas superiores al levantamiento 
supuesto por los cálculos sobre los ajustes 
ó settings del molino; y tambien es posible 
determinar el levantamiento óptimo para 
cualquier ajuste de molinos determinado. 
Se toman muestras de bagazo y de los 
jugos de las mazas á diferentes levanta- 
mientos de la maza superior. La compara- 
ción de los análisis de las muestras 
revelará el levantamiento más efectivo de 
la maza superior si la composición de la 
caña no ha cambiado mientras se han estado 
tomando las distintas muestras. El levanta- 
miento de la maza superior puede ser 
variado cambiando la presión hidráulica, ó 
en el caso de molinos movidos individual- 
mente, alterando la velocidad del motor 
eléctrico, máquina de vapor ó turbina, den- 
tro de ciertos límites. Levantamientos muy 
grandes ó demasiado pequeños requieren 
un cambio en el ajuste Ó setting para 
obtener el levantamiento deseado sin aproxi- 
marse demasiado al levantamiento máximo 
permitido ó sin llevar la maza superior 
demasiado próxima á su punto de apoyo. 

Demasiado frecuentemente el levanta- 
miento de una maza superior depende antes 
que nada de la abertura entre la maza 
superior y cualquiera de uno ú otro (1) la 
maza cañera, ó (2) la cuchilla ó (3) la 
maza bagacera. El efecto de (3), la abertura 
de la maza bagacera, puede determinarse 
en el mínimo de tiempo registrando el 
levantamiento de la maza superior cuando 
la maza bagacera se ha movido hácia (a), 
luego en dirección opuesta (b) de la maza 
superior. Tal movimiento no requiere ser 


mayor de 14”. Si el levantamiento de la maza 
superior aumenta cuando la maza bagacera se 
mueve en (a) y disminuye cuando la maza 
bagacera se mueve fuera (b), de su posición 
original, la abertura entre la maza superior 
y la bagacera es el factor determinante en 
el levantamiento de la maza superior. Debe 
tenerse cuidado en ajustar las raspadoras 
de las mazas del molino después de hacer 
cada cambio de posición de la maza baga- 
cera. 

En forma similar se puede determinar el 
efecto de la posición de la maza cañera. 
Se necesita mucho más tiempo para el 
ajuste adicional de la cuchilla despues de 
cada cambio hecho en la posición de la 
maza cañera. El ajuste de las raspadoras 
de las mazas superior y bagacera debe 
verificarse; y cambiarlo si fuese necesario. 

Si los levantamientos no son causados 
principalmente por la posición de las mazas 
superior y bagacera, el defecto se debe al 
ajuste de la cuchilla. Esto puede compro- 
barse parando el molino (al mismo tiempo 
que los molinos restantes del tandem) 
mientras se está moliendo normalmente, con 
el levantamiento de la maza superior de- 
bidamente registrado con la presión 
hidráulica que se está aplicando. Se des- 
carga la presión hidráulica. Se separan las 
mazas cañera y bagacera de la maza super- 
ior, entonces se aplica la misma presión 
hidráulica que antes. Si el levantamiento 
de la maza superior es sustancialmente el 
mismo que cuando estaba moliendo, enton- 
ces la cuchilla es la causa del levantamiento 
de la maza superior. Antes de hacer ésta 
prueba se debe estar seguro que las con- 
diciones del molino, de la cuchilla y de su 
soporte pueden soportar la fuerza de la 
presión hidráulica. Nunca se ha encontrado 
dificultad siempre que las cuchillas y sus 
soportes tengan alta resistencia tensil. Este 
es el procedimiento empleado por Mr. J. J. 
Munson para determinar la fuerza á que 
están sometidas las cuchillas. 

Los ajustes ó settings de las mazas de 
los molinos se acercan al ideal cuando las 
diferencias en los análisis de las muestras 
de bagazo y los análisis de los jugos de 
las mazas del molino no son grandes para 
levantamientos de la 


diferentes maza 


superior, y la maza superior tiene activos 
movimientos verticales bajo las mayores 
presiones hidráulicas que sea permisible 
aplicar. Al hacer pruebas en los molinos, 
la determinación de humedad sobre mues- 
tras de bagazo á menudo puede servir de 
criterio para hacer las correcciones iniciales 
del ajuste de los molinos. En las etapas 
finales deben hacerse las extracciones in- 
dividuales de cada molino para precisar los 
mejores resultados obtenibles,. 

Las presiones diferenciales entre los 
arietes hidráulicos de un molino, que se 
necesitan para mantener la maza superior 
substancialmente á nivel, es una indicación 
muy útil de las condiciones del molino. 
Presiones diferenciales en exceso de 700 
PSI sugieren muy cuidadoso exámen de las 
mazas, alineamientos y desgaste, el estado 
de los bronces de las chumaceras, acopla- 
duras, acoplos de los ejes y hasta de los 
alineamientos de las vírgenes ó pedestales 
del molino. Presiones diferenciales de 200 
PSI no son raras, y de 500 PSI no son 
demasiado extraordinarias. No se han en- 
contrado pautas compatibles para aplicar 
mayores presiones hidráulicas sobre el 
ariete del lado del coupling ó acoplo, ó 
sobre el ariete de afuera; aunque casi sin 
excepción se ha encontrado necesario aplicar 
más presión sobre el ariete hidráulico de 
un lado de la maza superior que en el 
ariete del otro lado de dicha maza superior, 
para igualar ó nivelar la maza superior. Los 
indicadores de movimiento de la maza 
superior sirven muy bien éste propósito; 
además la facilidad y soltura de las mane- 
cillas de los indicadores reflejan la soltura 
de movimientos de los bronces de las chuma- 
ceras superiores, las tapas de los pistones 
hidráulicos y naturalmente de la propia 
maza superior. 

Las observaciones anteriormente expues- 
tas las debe el autor á las facilidades dadas 
por funcionarios é ingenieros de distintas 
fábricas durante las inspecciones y pruebas 
sobre molinos por un período de varios 
años. Deseo consignar mi agradecimiento á 
éstos caballeros por su cooperación y 
cortesías; y al Sr, L. W. Gee por los croquis 
ilustrando los distintos tipos de indicadores 
de movimientos de las mazas. 


La Mayor Producción Azucarera en Europa 


por Dr. Hugo Ahlfeld 


D. acuerdo con los estimados de F. O. 
Licht la producción azucarera de Europa 
para 1960/61 alcanzará 20,807,600 toneladas 
métricas, valor en crudos; contra 17,223,228 
y 18,757,524 toneladas respectivamente en 
los dos años anteriores. Este es un nuevo 
record de producción azucarera de remo- 
lacha Europea, de la que hay constancia. 
La producción azucarera Europea de 
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1960/61 excederá la de 1959/60 un 20.18%. 

Por encima de todo las condiciones muy 
favorables del tiempo fueron la causa de 
los muy favorables resultados de la cosecha 
de Europa Occidental. El área de remolacha 
se incrementó solamente de 1,909,693 hec- 
táreas en 1959 á 1,916,673 hectáreas en 
1960. Aunque se esperaban mejores re- 
sultados que los del año 1959, el aumento 


de la producción Occidental Europea sor- 
prendió aún á los expertos. 

En el verano de 1960 prevaleció muy 
favorable tiempo tambien en Europa 
Oriental. Esto puede decirse especialmente 
de los países Sud Orientales Europeos como 
Hungría, Albania, Rumanía y Bulgaria; 
donde la cosecha de remolacha depende 
más de la cantidad de lluvia que cae 
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durante el verano que en otras áreas. 
Buenos resultados de la cosecha del Sudeste 
de Europa se esperaban desde hace meses 
si se presentaba una precipitación pluvial 
regular y suficiente. En la Unión Soviética 
hubo algunas quejas de falta de lluvias. 
Sin embargo, al final, hubo suficientes 
lluvias á tiempo, de tal modo que las con- 
diciones del tiempo en el verano de 1960 
se consideraron favorables. La cifra de pro- 
ducción anteriormente citada refleja éste 
hecho, y además el incremento en el área 
cultivada de 4,108,930 hectáreas en 1959 á 
4,405,700 hectáreas en la primavera de 1960. 

Como consecuencia de las condiciones de 
la producción, la situación económica 
azucarera en los diferentes países Europeos 
tambien ha cambiado en comparación con 
el año anterior. 

En Alemania Occidental se estima la pro- 
ducción azucarera en 1,810,000 toneladas 
métricas, valor en crudos, en comparación 
con 1,419,471 toneladas el año pasado. Esta 
producción probablemente excederá las 
necesidades domésticas para 1960/61 en 
unas 50,000 á 70,000 toneladas; de modo 
que las existencias ya excesivas serán aún 
aumentadas. Por ésta razón las autoridades 
competentes sobre la economía azucarera de 
Alemania Occidental han anunciado que la 
producción azucarera para 1961/62 prob- 
ablemente alcanzará solo alrededor del 70% 
de la del año-cosecha de 1958/59. Ya se han 
tomado las medidas necesarias para tal 
limitación. A despecho de ésto tomará 
largo tiempo disponer de las existencias 
excesivas acumuladas como consecuencia de 
importaciones de crudos de Cuba y de la 
República Dominicana bajo los tratados 
comerciales con dichos países. No se puede 
decir por el momento hasta que punto se 
realizarán los esfuerzos para exportar azú- 
cares de Alemania Occidental al mercado 
libre mundial ó a los Estados Unidos. 

La reducción en la producción azucarera 
de Austria de 302,339 toneladas á 255,000 
toneladas en 1959-1960 es una consecuencia 
de la reducción en el área cultivada de 54.- 
845 hectáreas en la primavera de 1959 
contra 44,334 hectáreas en la primavera de 
1960. Con una producción azucarera de 
255,000 toneladas Austria no cubre sus 
necesidades domésticas, estimadas en unas 
290,000 toneladas. Parte del déficit, sin 
embargo, se cubrirá con las existencias en 
exceso. 

La producción azucarera de Francia en 
1960/61 será casi el doble de la del año- 
cosecha de 1959/60, caracterizada por 
grandes pérdidas derivadas de continua 
sequía. Con una producción de 2,200,000 
toneladas Francia no solamente puede 
cubrir sus necesidades domésticas en forma 
completa, sino que dispondrá de cantidades 
considerables para exportación. El sobrante 
para exportación se estima en 600,000 tone- 
ladas. Durante las últimas semanas la in- 
dustria azucarera Francesa y el comercio 
azucarero Francés han vandido grandes 
cantidades de azúcar. Además harán 
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grandes esfuerzos para exportar azúcar. Las 
pédidas derivadas de las exportaciones al 
mercado mundial se distribuirán entre las 
fábricas azucareras y los cultivadores de 
remolacha, lo que contribuirá á un descenso 
en sus utilidades. 

Bélgica con una producción de 475,000 
toneladas métricas de azúcar tiene un exceso 
sobre sus necesidades domésticas de 345,000 
toneladas. Tambien en Bélgica habrá dis- 
ponibles apreciables cantidades de azúcar 
para su exportación al mercado libre mun- 
dial ó á sus áreas adyacentes. 

La producción azucarera de Holanda 
ascendiente á 620,000 toneladas no cubre las 
necesidades domésticas, estimadas en 680,- 
000 toneladas. Por tanto tendrán que im- 
portar de otros países durante el período 
del año-cosecha de 1960/61. Sin embargo, 
la producción azucarera Holandesa está en 
proceso de aumento y no está lejos la fecha 
en que sean cubiertas las necesidades 
domésticas en forma completa. 

Dinamarca producirá unas 308,000 tone- 
ladas lo que es suficiente para cubrir el 
consumo doméstico y utilizar, al menos en 
parte, la cuota de exportación Danesa bajo 
el Acuerdo Internacional Azucarero. 

Debido á su producción estimada de 306,- 
000 toneladas Suecia tendrá otra vez que 
importar apreciables cantidades de azúcar. 
Estas importaciones anuales están de una 
parte de acuerdo con la política económica 
azucarera Sueca; mientras que por otra 
parte son el resultado de dificultades para 
aumentar el área de cultivo de remolacha 
azucarera á la extensión adecuada. 

Entre los pocos países de Europa Oc- 
cidental que han reducido su producción 
azucarera con relación á la de 1959/60, está 
Italia. Esto ha sido el resultado de haber 
limitado en la primavera de 1960 el área de 
cultivo de remolacha á 240,000 hectáreas. 
El consumo para 1960/61 alcanzará en Italia 
á unas 1,050,000 toneladas, lo que hará 
posible disponer de una parte considerable 
de sus existencias excesivas. 

España está aumentando fijamente su pro- 
ducción azucarera. En tanto que en 1958/59 
solo produjo 447,432 toneladas; en 1959/60 
alcanzó á 528,028; y para 1960/61 está 
estimada en 594,000 toneladas. Las necesi- 
dades domésticas son alrededor de 540,000 
toneladas, por lo cual España no se vé 
obligada á hacer importaciones durante el 
presente año-cosecha. Mas bien es posible 
que España pueda exportar apreciables 
cantidades de azúcar en el próximo futuro. 

La producción Yugo-eslava de 290,000 
toneladas está muy cerca del consumo 
doméstico para el año-cosecha de 1960/61. 

Suiza produjo 36,600 toneladas, lo cual 
representa una reducción de unas 6,000 
toneladas en comparación con el año an- 
terior. Esta pequeña reducción no tiene 
consecuencias importantes; la producción 
doméstica de azúcar de remolacha usual- 
mente cubre el consumo suizo. 


La cosecha de Gran Bretaña ofrece ex- 








COn€$TRAOL 


Pida el tolleto 
ilustrado 
MASTER DESIGN, 
EL 178B-A302, 
de cualquiera de 
estos representantes 
de Cutler-Hammer: 


Argentina—Buenos Aires: 
E. Lix-Klett 4 Cía. S. A. 
Florida 229 
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Costa Rica—San José: 
Costa Rica Engineering 
Co. Ltd., Box 3042 
Cuba-—La Habana: 
independent Electric Co. of 
Cuba, S.A., Apartado 791 
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Ltda., Apartado 1749 
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Apartado 676 
Perú—Lima: 
Elecsa, S. A., Apartado 4618 
Puerto Rico—San Juan 23: 
Marina Electrical Supplies, 
Inc., Box 4526 
República Dominicana 
Ciudad Trujillo: 
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C por A., Apartado 750 
Venezuela—Caracas: 
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¡ Ahora! Haga cualquier estación de botones de presión que 
desee con los nuevos botones de presión Cutler-Hammer 


Escoja entre una linea completa de operaciones... obtenga mayor flexibilidad en los circuitos que con cualquier otra marca 


Los botones de presión Cutler-Hammer, herméticos 
al aceite, resistentes y comprobados, pueden adqui- 
rirse con montaje de base o de un agujero. Existen 
seis colores brillantes. Puede usted obtener hasta 
8 circuitos en un botón de presión. Y tenga la 
seguridad de que le brindarán muchos años de ser- 
vicio confiable y libre de corrosiones. 

Empleando solamente 1!, pulgadas de espacio 
detrás del panel, estos botones intercambiables le 
permiten efectuar más control y en menor espacio. 


¿ALGO NUEVO? DIRIJASE A... 


CUTLER-HAMMER 


OBTENGA todos los datos necesarios solicitando 
el folleto en colores “MASTER DESIGN”, el cual 
le proporciona información completa acerca de la 
línea Cutler-Hammer. 

Si tiene algún problema relativo a control, comu- 
níquese con el representante de Cutler- Hammer 
en su localidad. 

Le puede diseñar e instalar un sistema eficiente 
y económico, o suministrarle los componentes eléc- 
tricos que usted necesite. 


a. 


CONTROL 


Cutler- Hammer international, 270 N. 12th Street, Milwaukee 1, Wisconsin, E.U.A., Dirección Cablegráfica: CUTLER-MILWAUKEE 
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celentes resultados; aunque no alcanzarán 
la cifra del año pasado ascendente á 872,- 
960 toneladas. La participación del azúcar 
de remolacha doméstico en el abasto del 
país será similar á la del año último. 

En Irlanda el área de remolacha fué 
aumentada de 27,461 hectáreas en 1959 á 
29,900 hectáreas en 1960. A pesar de tal 
aumento la producción azucarera es esti- 
mada en 128,000 toneladas solamente en 
comparación á 141,977 durante el año- 
cosecha de 1959/60. Como el consumo para 
1960/61 puede considerarse en 180,000 tone- 
ladas, Irlanda tendrá que importar una 
apreciable cantidad de azúcar. 

La industria azucarera de Finlandia 
puede aumentar su producción de 47,718 


“toneladas en 1959/60 á 58,000 en 1960/61. 


Este aumento es debido á mayor área de 
remolacha cultivada y al hecho de procesar 
una cantidad considerable de remolachas 
Danesas. La participación de la industria 
doméstica de remolacha para cubrir el con- 
sumo del país ha sido elevada algo, sin 
llegar á satisfacerla. 

En los últimos años Turquía ha aumen- 
tado notablemente su producción azucarera. 
Durante el año-cosecha de 1958/59 se pro- 
dujeron 388,248 toneladas, contra 543,260 
en 1959/60 y 660,000 toneladas para 1960/ 
61. Como el consumo turco asciende sola- 
mente á 350,000 ó 360,000 toneladas, quedan 
disponibles para exportación no menos de 
300,000. Una gran parte de ésta cantidad ya 
ha sido vendida. Resumiendo se puede 
afirmar que las salidas para azúcares del 
mercado mundial á Europa Occidental han 
sido reducidas considerablemente en com- 
paración con años anteriores, en tanto que 
los sobrantes exportables de los países pro- 
ductores azucareros de Europa Occidental 
han aumentado substancialmente. Especial- 
mente en Francia, Bélgica y Turquía hay 
disponibles grandes cantidades de azúcar 
para exportación. Sumando todos los so- 
brantes exportables de Europa Occidental 
llegamos á la cifra nó muy por debajo de 
un millón de toneladas. 

Todos los países de Europa Oriental han 
aumentado marcadamente su producción 
azucarera. La producción para 1960/61 de 
Alemania Oriental se estima en 900,000 
toneladas contra 633,105 el año último. Por 
tanto Alemania Oriental podrá cubrir sus 
necesidades domésticas completamente y 
además exportar cantidades considerables 
al mercado mundial ó á países del Bloque 
Oriental. 

La producción de Checo-Eslovaquia ha 
sido aumentada de 733,000 toneladas en 
1959/60 á 1,025,000 toneladas para 1960/61. 
Despues de una fuerte reducción durante el 
año-cosecha de 1959/60 la producción 
azucarera Checo-eslovaca ha alcanzado otra 
vez un nivel que permite al país volver á 
ganar su tradicional posición exportadora 
en el mercado azucarero libre mundial, en 
los países del Bloque Oriental y para 
cubrir sus necesidades domésticas. 
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Al producir 413,000 toneladas Hungría 
excederá sus necesidades domésticas en 
1960/61 alrededor de 100,000 toneladas; 
por tanto cantidades algo mayores de 
azúcares húngaros es de esperarse aparezcan 
er. el mercado libre mundial. 

F. O. Licht estima en 1,275,000 toneladas 
métricas la producción azucarera para 
1960/61 de Polonia; en comparación con 
995,000 el año pasado. Sin embargo durante 
las últimas semanas ha habido tantas quejas 
sobre dificultades en la cosecha debidas á 
mal tiempo, que se duda que el citado esti- 
mado pueda ser alcanzado de manera com- 
pleta. No obstante, aunque la producción 
polaca sea algo menor, podrá cubrir los 
requerimientos domésticos y dispondrá de 
cantidades considerables para exportación 
al mercado libre mundial y al Bloque 
Oriental de países, como de costumbre. 

La producción azucarera de Rumanía ha 
sido marcadamente aumentada en los últi- 
mos años. En el año-cosecha de 1958/59 
alcanzó á 186,436 toneladas; en 1959/60 
285,000 toneladas y en 1960/61 360,000. 
Las cifras sobre el consumo Rumano de 
azúcar no son dignas de confianza. Aun 
considerando un marcado aumento en su 
consumo, la elevada producción azucarera 
de Rumanía en 1960/61 le deja grandes 
cantidades de azúcar para exportación. 

La producción azucarera de Bulgaria 
ascendente á 180,000 toneladas excede la 
del año pasado en unas 15,000 toneladas. 
El consumo interior Búlgaro puede fijarse 
alrededor de 150,000 toneladas, por tanto 
habrá algun sobrante para 
1960/61. 

En la primavera de 1960 la Unión 
Soviética había aumentado su área de re- 
molacha á 3,100,000 hectáreas, contra 2,- 
850,000 y 2,494,900 hectáreas respectiva- 
mente durante los dos años anteriores. Con- 
forme se ha dicho anteriormente las condi- 
ciones del tiempo han sido muy favorables, 
por lo que F. O. Licht estima la producción 
de azúcar para 1960/61 en 7,100,000 tone- 
ladas, en comparación con 6,100,000 tone- 
ladas el año pasado. Con ésta producción 
solamente el consumo per cápita del Sov'et 
puede elevarse á 34 kilogramos. Sin em- 
bargo, como la Unión Soviética ha comprado 
además un millón de toneladas de azúcar 
de Cuba, hay azúcar disponible para un per 
cápita aún mayor. En conexión con ésto 
puede asumirse que las importaciones desde 
países del Bloque Oriental serán compen- 
sadas por exportaciones á Finlandia, Irán, 
Afganistán y otros países. 


exportable 


En resúmen podemos decir que la eco- 
nomía azucarera Europea disfruta de muy 
buenos resultados debido á las condiciones 
muy favorables del tiempo durante el 
período de crecimiento de la remolacha en 
el verano de 1960. Tambien el consumo 
azucarero aumentará  considerablemente 
para 1960/61, porque la situación económica 
de todos los países de Europa Occidental 
es buena. 


W. Willeox 1870-1960 


v 
Los la más profunda pena informamos el 
fallecimiento del Dr. O. W. Willcox, nuestro 
muy estimado Editor Técnico, acaecido el 
13 de Diciembre próximo pasado. El Dr. 
Willcox fué editor técnico de Sucar y 
AZÚCAR (anteriormente Facts About Sugar) 
desde 1924, habiendo ganado reputación 
universal por sus trabajos sobre agrobio- 
logía cuantitativa. Versado en todos los 
idiomas modernos Europeos, el Dr. Willcox 
era un profundo observador é investigador 
de la literatura científica universal rela- 
cionada con agronomía, prácticas agrícolas, 
química agrícola y materias relacionadas. 
Contribuyó inmensamente al conocimiento 
mundial de las cosechas potenciales del 
orbe, especialmente sobre el azúcar, á 
través de sus numerosos artículos publi- 
cados en revistas científicas. El Dr. Willcox 
fué autor de éstos notables libros: “Prin- 
ciples of Agrobiology,” “Nations Can Live 
at Home,” “Reshaping Agriculture,” “Can 
Industry Itself?” and “ABC of 
Agrobiology.” En 1959, á la edad de 89 
años, publicó un folleto titulado “Footnote 
To Freedom From Want,” en relación con 
el cual Sucar y AZÚCAR recibió millares 
de solicitudes de científicos, sociólogos y 
partes del mundo. 
Al ocurrir su muerte el Dr. Willcox estaba 
consagrado á escribir un sumario definitivo 
de sus teorías sobre la relación entre la 
producción potencial de alimentos del orbe 
y el explosivo incremento de la población 
mundial. 

El Dr. Willcox nació el 11 de Octubre de 
1870, recibiendo su título de Bachelor of 
Science en la Universidad de Texas, ex- 
plicó química en la Universidad de Utah y 
alcanzó su título de Doctor en Filosofía 
(Ph. D.) en la Universidad de Chicago. En 
1906 el Dr. Willcox contrajo matrimonio 
con Margaret Kostenbauder, la cual falleció 
en 1956. Le sobreviven su hijo Oswin, de 
Newcastle, Delaware; dos hijas: Ortrude, 
de Ridgewood, N. J. é Isobel, de Engle- 


wood, N. J., y cuatro nietos. 
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Para labores pro fundas. .. 





Para mover tierra... 


USE El ALLIS-CHALMERS HD-6 CON 
HOJA DE EMPUJE E IMPLEMENTOS INTERCAMBIABLES 


El tractor diesel de orugas Allis-Chalmers sirve 
para realizar casi toda faena agrícola que requiera 
el empleo de una máquina fuerte y manejable — 
faenas como son las de romper el subsuelo, arar y 
otras tareas de labranza, construir y conservar 
caminos rurales, nivelar tierras, excavar y limpiar 
zanjas de riego, remolcar cargas pesadas, etc. 


La barra portaherramientas para trabajo pesa- 
do, que se adapta para una diversidad de imple- 
mentos agrícolas Allis-Chalmers, puede cambiarse 
rápida y fácilmente con la hoja de empuje. No 
hay sino que quitar los pasadores que sujetan la 
barra, mover hacia adelante las vigas laterales y 
colocar los mismos pasadores en la hoja de em- 
puje — todo lo cual puede hacerse en unos cuan- 


tos minutos . . . sin peligro y sin herramientas 
especiales. No es necesario cambiar ni el cilindro 
hidráulico ni la manguera. 


Una característica muy importante del Modelo 
HD-6 es la lubricación permanente de los rodillos 
inferiores, los rodillos de soporte de los carriles 
y las ruedas delanteras de las orugas. Estas piezas 
esenciales de las orugas van provistas de cojinetes 
sellados que nunca requieren lubricación adicio- 
nal. Esto permite ahorrar tiempo y dinero al 
eliminar la lubricacción diaria. 


Para obtener información detallada acerca del 
HD-6 y sus accessorios, comuníquese con el dis- 
tribuidor de maquinaria agrícola Allis-Chalmers 
en su región. 


ALLIS-CHALMERS INTERNATIONAL, Departamento AZ161 — Milwaukee 1, E.ULA. 


ALLIS-CHALMERS «X) 


FABRICANTES DE MAQUINARIA DESDE 1847 


Bombas centrifugas para ingentos de azucar 


La Allis-Chalmers suministra 
bombas construidas de acuerdo 
con las especificaciones de los 
clientes, hechas de una gran va- 
riedad de metales excepcional- 
mente duros .. . para satisfacer 
cualquier condición de tempera- 
tura, corrosión o abrasión. El 
alto rendimiento y bajo costo de 
conservación de las bombas Allis- 
Chalmers puede impedir demoras 
dispendiosas durante la zafra. 
Escriba pidiendo detalles com- 
pletos relativos a bombas que se 
adapten a sus necesidades, 





La Allis-Chalmers fabrica ma- 
quinaria básica para las prin- 
cipales industrias del mundo, in- 
clusive la agricultura, fabricación 
de cemento, construcción de 
obras, industria maderera, ener- 
gía eléctrica, minería energía 
nuclear, papel, petróleo, obras 
públicas y siderúrgica. De sus 
fábricas en el extranjero y me- 
diante acuerdos de fabricación 
bajo licencia, los productos Allis- 
Chalmers pueden adquirirse con 
las principales monedas inter- 
nacionales. 

















Una bateria 6 48”x30”, 
1,300 r/m. de centrifu- 
gas completamente auto- 
máticas con Transmisión 
Leonard en The Milla- 
quin Sugar Co., Bunda- 
berg, Australia. 


En fábricas y refinerías de azúcar de remolacha y de caña siempre se 
observa la tendencia hacia la modificación del proceso de elaboración a fin 
de obtener cada vez mayor continuidad. Para llevar aún más lejos este 
principio, la ASEA-Landsverk presenta— 


| La Centrífuga Completamente Automática 


la oficina de la ASEA mas cere 


Contamos con repre 
.t. % “e 
y facilidades de servicio. 
todos los países productor 
azúcar. ex 
“¿Y 
AN 
Para mayor información diríja J 


o directamente a: 


ASEA 


Vásterás, Suecia 


con Transmisión Leonard 


Esta centrífuga presenta las mismas ventajas que la máquina de marcha 
continua y velocidad constante, en lo que se refiere al bajo consumo de 
energía y al bajo costo de conservación. 


SUS PRINCIPALES CARACTÉRISTICAS SON: 


Diseño Aerodinámico Mecanismo de Carga 


Velocidades Variables, Neumáticamente Accionado 


Máxima y de Carga Descargador Accionado 
Frenaje Regenerativo por Motor 


Completamente Eléctrico Sincronización Automática 


curren Picos de Carga Centralizada 
Propia para Azúcar de Todas Clases 
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PARA TODO TIPO DE MAQUINARIA AZUCARERA DIRÍJASE Á GEBR. STORK 8 CO. N.V. - HENGELO - HOLANDA 
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MIRANDO HACIA EL FUTURO 


Modernas plantas de moler de construcción robusta para servicio pesado, 
diseñadas para satisfacer diversas capacidades y para dar máxima efi- 
ciencia. Movidas por turbinas, motores eléctricos ó máquinas de vapor. 


Su solicitud tendrá nuestra atención inmediata. 


A. F. CRAIG 8£ CO. LTD. 


CALEDONIA ENGINEERING WORKS PAISLEY, ESCOCIA 


Teléfono: Paisley 2191 Telegramas: 'CRAIG” Paisley 
OFICINA EN LONDRES: 727 SALISBURY HOUSE, LONDON WALL E.C.2 TEL: NATIONAL 3964 
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Del canaveral a la mesa. 


PRODUCTOS 
DE CAUCHO 
de GOODYEAR 


aceleran el trabajo 





lodo su trabajo se acelera tremendamente cuando el 
trabajo manual se reemplaza por Correas 
Iransporiadoras de Goodyear. Aceleran el descargue 
de la caña, el transporte de la misma a los molinos 


el cargue del azúcar refinada para su exportación. 


Porque para las Correas Transportadoras el transporte 
de la caña de azúcar misma, más que el azúcar ya 


ensacada, es el camino hacia la mecanización eficiente de 


algunos de los ingenios, molinos y refinerías más impor- 


tantes y produc tivos a través de la industria azucarera. 


Muchos muelles de embarque, por ejemplo, utilizan—casi 
completamente y a velocidades fantásticas—las Correas 


Iransportadoras de Goodyear para el cargue del azúcar 


En uno de tales muelles se carga azúcar a granel a 


g 
razón de ¡650 tons. por hora! Un vapor de 10.000 tons. 
se carga ahora en menos de 2 días... trabajo 


éste que, « uando era manual, demoraba tres semanas. 





Para enjaezar todos los caballos de fuerza de los 
tractores modernos—y ponerlos a trabajar para acelerar 
la tarea—usted necesita llantas como las SPECIAL 


SURE-GRIP, de “profunda dimensión”. 


Estas llantas sobresalientes utilizan sus barras más 
profundas y más rectas para proveer tracción donde 
otras llantas fallan. Su acción agarradora, a modo 
de cuña, le permite realizar más trabajo en 


menos tiempo—con menos gasto de combustible. 


¡Y las llantas SPECIAL SURE-GRIP son increíblemente 
fuertes! Esto se debe a que son construidas con la 
Cuerda 3T exclusiva de Goodyear, la cual es procesada 
bajo un control preciso de Tensión, Temperatura y 
Piempo. Es esto su mejor protección contra 


agrietamientos, magulladuras y deslices del aro. 


Sume usted todas estas ventajas y le será fácil apreciar 
el ahorro que —tanto en tiempo como en dinero— 
unas llantas como éstas pueden brindar en cualquier 


plantación. 








Zafra tras zafra, en las centrífugas de los molinos más 
importantes, las Correas de "Iransmisión COMPASS 
de Goodyear rinden un servicio mejor y duran más que 
1s COrreas ordinarias. 
Las correas que se ven aquí, por ejemplo, duraron 

a 3 cosechas sin la menor falla reduciendo los 

casi una tercera parte. 

Las Correas en “V” de Goodyear rinden igualmente 
servicio excelente en las cortadoras y otras unidades 
l equipo. Las correas que “hacen juego” o que 


in emparejadas, continúan emparejadas halando 


nismo tit mpo para dar el mayor número de horas 


de servicio sin contratiempos 


¡Recuerde! cada uno de los productos industriales de caucho 
descritos en estas páginas son construidos con la maestría 
propia de Goodyear, sinónimo de CALIDAD. No solamente 
son mejores sino que duran más, con menos reparaciones y 
al más bajo costo total. 

Para una información más completa sobre cualquiera de estos 
productos, que representan ahorros, ganancias y mecaniza- 
ción en la industria azucarera, comuníquese con la oficina de 


G«G00D) 








Goodyear más cercana o escriba a: Goodyear International 
Corporation, Akron 16, Ohio, U.S.A. 


Los Productos Goodyear se fabrican en: Alemania, Argentina, 
Australia, Brasil, Canadá, Colombia, Cuba, Escocia, Estados Uni- 
dos de América, Filipinas, India, Indonesia, Inglaterra, Irlanda, 
Japón, Luxemburgo, Méjico, Nueva Zelandia, Perú, Suecia, Unión 
Sudafricana, Venezuela—y se venden por medio de Representantes, 


Sucursales y Distribuidores en todo el mundo. 


FEAR 


Sure-Grip, Compass —T. M.'s The Goodyear Tire 4 Rubber Company, Akron, Ohio, U.S. A. 
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En el mundo entero los fabric 

de comestibles y bebidas 
imparten radiante claridad a 

las mismas, con Dicalite— polvos 
auxiliares de filtraje que llenan las más 
escrupulosas exigencias. Además, 
el nuevo servicio Dicalite 
individualizado para cada cliente, 
responde a las demandas 
especiales que usted pueda hacer 
para aun mayores requisitos de 
pureza, confiabilidad y clari 

Si todavía no usa us 

Dicalite, permita que? 

le recomendemos 

la aplicación de 

estos polvos 

auxiliares a sus 

problemas de filtraje. 
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¡Los Vehiculos 


_ Jeep EJECUTAN BIEN EL JUBAJO! 
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ésa es la razón por la cual las cosechas 
de azúcar florecen y prosperan con ellos 


"JEEP" UTILITY WAGON CAMION “JEEP "JEEP" FC-170 JEEP” UNIVERSAL 


WILLYS-OVERLAND EXPORT CORPORATION, TOLEDO 1, OHIO, E. U. A. “La 
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Regulacion 





NS 
automatica Refractómetro. Hilger 
de Flujo Continuo 


para procesos El refractómetro de flujo continuo hace una comparación 


continua entre una muestra de flujo y un líquido de 
referencia. Se puede usar para medir la concentración 
y comprobar la pureza de cualquier flúido transparente. 
El instrumento es completamente automático, e indica 
inmediatamente cualquier variación en el índice de 
refracción de la muestra. Las lecturas de este 
refractómetro también se pueden usar para hacer un 
registro permanente de la concentración, o para 
establecer un sistema de regulación para devolver la 
concentración a su nivel correcto. Ilustrado arriba. 


El polarímetro M 500 se emplea para análisis rutinarios de azúcar, 
Polarímetro Hilger productos químicos, aceites, bebidas gaseosas, o en una palabra, para 

cualquier líquido ópticamente activo. Se usa para fines de aviso continue 

Md 500 Automático y comprobación a intervalos de tiempo, o para tomar muestras de 

templas. Las lecturas, que pueden ser en grados de sacarosa o grados de 

arco, son dadas en cifras, y pueden ser indicadas, registradas o impresas. 

El instrumento da lecturas hasta 0.05 S, aunque su exactitud 

funcional es todavía más precisa, y sus límites abarcan cualquier intervalo 

de 14? en la escala de sacarosa llustrado en la página 31. 





HILGER 8 WATTS LTD * 98 ST PANCRAS WAY * LONDRES, NW1 * INGLATERRA * GULliver 5636 


HILGER € WATTS LTD, DORTMUNDE HURDE, ALEMANIA HILGER € WATTS INC., CHICAGO 5, E.U.A. 
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Los Técnicos de la Industria 
Azucarera Progresan 


por E. J. Culp 


Director Técnico, The American Sugar Refining Company 


_ PR Técnicos de la Industria Azucarera, 
una asociación técnica dedicada primera- 
mente á los químicos, ingenieros y tecnó- 
logos de la industria refinadora, está com- 
pletando su año de mayor éxito. Durante 
los últimos tres años la organización ha 
crecido y se ha desenvuelto en aspectos tan 
diferentes, que se le podrá reconocer con 
dificultad por aquellos que la fundaron en 
1938. 

La lista de miembros de la S.I.T. actual- 
mente es alrededor de 300. Durante la 
Décimo Novena Reunión Anual celebrada 
en el Hotel Sheraton-Atlantic, en Nueva 
York, más de 150 personas se registraron 
para las sesiones técnicas y ordinarias. El 
Banquete Anual en Mayo 9 atrajo á 162 
miembros y sus esposas. En dicho acto 
George P. Meade hizo uso de la palabra. 

Además de cierto numero de notables tra- 
bajos técnicos, cada una de las dos últimas 
reuniones celebró un symposium sobre un 
tema de actualidad y especial interés. El 
Symposium de 1959 versó sobre “Medida y 
Control Automático de la Densidad,” con 
Marcy. Rosenberg. Schwer y Swarr como 
panelistas. El tema de 1960 fué “Secado, 
Enfriamiento y Acondicionado del Azúcar 
Blanco Granulado,” actuando  Gerstner, 
Manley. Patterson y Reed. Dwight Gillette, 
de la Refined Syrups and Sugars. Inc. fué 
Moderador en ambos symposiums. 

El Volúmen XIX, No. 1, de la S. 1. T. 


conteniendo las actuaciones y trabajos téc- 


Búsqueda Mundial de Personal 
Azucarero 

Las empresas azucareras acuden cada 
véz más al Servicio de Colocacioñes de 
Sugar y Azúcar, para llenar sus puestos va- 
cantes de ejecutivos, según dice Roy J. Lef- 
fingwell, que está a cargo de la oficina en 
Honolulu. 

El servicio fue anunciado en el pasado 
mes de Febrero para llenar la necesidad 
de una agencia central en el mundo azu- 
carero, donde los requerimientos de per- 
sonal ejecutivo podrían ser cubiertos con 
personas altamente calificadas que deseen 
nuevos puestos. 

Mientras el servicio invita a los aspirantes 
altamente calificados á inscribirse en sus 
listas, lleva a cabo una investigación antes 
de ser llenada ninguna solicitud hecha por 
las empresas azucareras. Las perspectivas 
no se limitan a aquellos que se han inscrito. 
Una verificación a través de todo el mundo 
se llevará a cabo, en caso necesario, hasta 
encontrar el hombre indicado para el cargo 
disponible. 
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nicos fué distribuído á los miembros en 
Julio. La segunda sección, Volúmen XIX, 
No. 2, que contiene los extractos de todos 
los trabajos técnicos presentados ante el 
grupo desde 1941 á 1960 saldrá publicado 
en Diciembre. 

La lista de asociados corporativos de los 
Técnicos de la Industria Azucarera com- 
prende no sólo á la mayoría de los re- 
finadores domésticos de azúcar y á dos fabri- 
cantes de azúcar de remolacha, sino tam- 
bien á cuatro entidades refinadoras Cana- 
dienses y á doce extrajeras. Los Directivos 
señalan con particular satisfacción que es 
evidente que la S, I. T. es en realidad una 
organización internacional, con miembros 
en regions tan lejanas como Australia, Bél- 
gica, Chile, Inglaterra, Finlandia, Francia, 
las Filipinas, Escocia y Africa del Sur. 

Gran parte de los progresos recientes de 
los Técnicos de la Industria Azucarera se 
deben á los inagotables y excelentes esfuer- 
zos de E. W. Harris, Secretario Ejecutivo. 
“Ed”—tal como se le conoce afectuosamente 
en la industria—lleva estrecha y eficazmente 
las riendas de la organización. Es auxiliado 
en su labor por Miss A. V. Moeller, Secre- 
tario-Tesorero, quien opera la oficina de la 
S. L T. en 150 Nassau Street, New York 
38, N. Y. Ambos Mr. Harris y Miss Moeller, 
colaboran en esfuerzos aunados y coopera- 
tivos con G. E. Waring, Presidente; y 
Adolph Sieland, quien preside el Comité 
Ejecutivo. 


El servicio de colocaciones trabaja exclu- 
sivamente para las compañias azucareras. 
Una retribución del 10%, sobre las entradas 
del primer año del empleado que ha sido 
seleccionado se carga a la compañia. Los 
empleados en perspectiva pueden inscribirse 
en la lista sin costo alguno. 

Algunos empleados recientemente inscri- 
tos y ahora disponibles incluyen: un Admin- 
istrador General; un contador; ingeniero 
jefe; administrador de personal; investi- 
gador sobre horticultura; experto en bio- 
química analítica; un agrónomo; un ad- 
ministrador general ejecutivo y un adminis- 
trador auxiliar de fábrica. 

Los administradores que deseen llenar 
vacantes en su organizacion son invitados 
a escribir a: Sugar y Azúcar Personnel 
Service, 235 So. Queen St., Honolulu 13, 
Hawaii, USA. Asimismo está invitado a in- 
scribirse en este servicio el personal bien 
calificado en la industria que esté interesado 
en cambiar de empleo. 
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beverage makers and food 
processors get brilliant 
clarity with Dicalite. 
These filteraids meet your 
most exacting standards. 
And, Dicalite's new 
customized filteraid service 
fulfills your special 
demands for still higher 
standards of purity, 
dependability and clarity. 


If you're not already 
using Dicalite, let us 
advise you on the 
application of 
Dicalite filteraids to 
your filtration 
problem. 
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